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I. 



CHAPTER!. 

"^tTfls «yer Woaumi'n thistiuirtloar wooed ?-«- 
Was ever ^oman m this buniour won }'^ 
ru hate her.-*— 

itichard the Third. 

TTwelVe months had past away since the 
Master ^f Ravenswood*S departure for the 
coiitinent, and^ altfabttgh his return to Scot- 
land had been expected in a much shorter 
-space, yet the affairs of his mission, or, ac- 
cording to a prevailing report, others of a 
nature personal to himselfi still detained 
him abroad. In the mean time, the altered 
state of affilirsin Sir William Ash ton's fami- 



4 ' tales' 6t MT LANDLORD* 

]y may be gathered from the following con- 
Visrsation which took place betwixt Back* 
law and hiis confidential bottle-cofl^pamon 
and dependent^ the noted Captain Craigen- 

gelt- ' ; -/''•■ ^■"' •■ 

They were^iljatipif 6n eitiier.side ^f likfe 
huge sepulchral-lobking freestone chinliijtfy 
in the loW ball at Qlrnibgten. A wood 
tire Mazed berri^ in the grate i 9) rmitijd 
oak'eir tablt^; pl^^^ed bel^ween them^ support* 
ed a stoup of excellent clai'et^ two rummer 
glassed and other good cheer ; -iiid/ yet> 
with all these appliances antl meaios to 
bootp the countenance of £he patron was 
dubious, doubtful, and urisati^ed, while 
the invention of hi» dependent w^s ti^t^d 
to the utmost, to parry what he mostdwa*. 
ed, a fit, as he called it| <xt 4he sullens 04 
the part of his protector* After « lo^g 
j^ause, only interrupted by the devil's tA- 
too, which BucJklaw kept beating againat 
the hearth with the toe of bin J^^^ 4^^rmf^ 
engelt at last ventured to break ailevMSe* 
^ May I be double ^dittimced,'' and he^ ^ ii 

8 
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cp^er I fikw a man i& toy life faafe las the 
air of a bridegroom ! Cat me ool of feather, 
if yeU liaire'iiak more the look of a man con- 
demned to be hanged'' 

^ My kind thanks for the compliment," 
ifpUed Bucklaw; ^' but I suppose you think 
upon the predicament in which you your- 
sjplf are most likply to be placed ;*^and 
jgM*^^ Qaptain Craigengelt, if it please your 
worship, why should I look merry, when 
Tm sad, md devilish sad too ?" 

^^ And that's what ve^es me," said Craig- 
^g^u ^ Here is this match, the best in the 
whole Qoui^y, and which, you were so 
anxioiis about, is on the point of being 
ooncluded, and you are as sulky as a bear 
that's lost its wheips." 

♦* I do not know," answered the laird, 
4oggedly, <^ whethei: I shoved conclude it, or 
not, if it was not that I am 40a far forwards 
to leap back.-' . ^ I ^i 

^'I^if^ backr excised , Craigengelt, 
^h a welUassum^d ^ir of ^astonishment, 
** that would be playing ^be back:game with 
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a: witncM I Leap.back ! Why, is not tbe gkl'^ 

. M The young buly^li^ i£ ysou please»'? sa^dr 
Haystone, interrupiingbim. 

•* Well, wrfl, no disrespect meant— Will 
A^iss Asl\ton*s tocher nof weigh- against any 
in Lothian?** 

- «* Granted,'* answered Bucklaw; " but I 
care • not a* penny for her tocher^ I hkve 
enough of my own.'*" 

"And the mother, that loves you like 
her own child ?" 

*« Better than some of her children, I 
believe,'* said Buckhw, •* or there would' 
be little love wared on the matter.*' 

'' And- Colonel Sholto Douglas Ash ton,- 
^ho desires the match abdVd alF earthly 

tiling^?'* 

" Because," said Backhw, « he expects- 
to carry the county of through my 

interest." 
• '< And the father, who is as keen to see 
the match concluded, as ever Ihave- been- 
to win a main ?*^ 



« fVAj^^-^'saidiBockkraw iS'tlMi lame dU- 

paoigiog mamier, .<« it .lies .with &r WH- 
;)iauKi'&|Miliey teaecure the next bejifcoiatc^, 
. sii^e. he cattnot^ barter his child to save the 
t^ffMt JR;mieDwrood.ertate,.whiQb Parliament 

U^^a^but 1i(>.;wreni^fa out of; his dutches.". 
-^ 5* What ^y you to the young lady her- 
,ael/?" said.Cmig^gelt ; "thei finest young 
,i9^0fnaain^U SdotjUnd, one that you used to 

be so fond of when she was cross, and now 
. she cpns^nts ta^ba^ve you,, and gives. up her 

engsigjefnent with Kavenawood, you are 

for jibbing-^l mii$t say, the devii's ia ye, 
/wh^li y^ .neither kr^ow what jou .would 

liavev nor what you would wan^.*' 
.. ." l!H tfcU you my meaning in a ;word," 
.answered Bucklaw„ getting up atKl walking 
4 tlirpugh the room h ",i wa»l to know what 

the devil is the cau$e of Miss. Ashton's 
, changipg her mind so suddenly." 
^ *« And what need you carcj" said Cri^g* 

^tngelt, <* ain^e. the change is in your fa- 

,vour?" 

** rii tell yoa what it is," returned his pa* 



tnmh ^ I mnm^kmtm mxuh tf thib ton of 
•fine ladies^ and I believe Iktf mmij be ascs- 
priefeue as thedevil ; fact theieii tme ihtajg 
in Mitt Aihtm^s dmrngH^ i devilifth deal 
too suddeot aad too xnmm in % mate 
ffiskofherown. TU be bovodi Lad^r Aik- 
tott imderstaods evety ttoclxiiie^ £^^ 
iog in the human tidnd^ And there are as 
many aa there ate camioD^its, mattiBgaliy 
and caveiMma for ymtng colta;*' 

<< And if that were net iSoB cifle," asiid 
Craigengelt, <« how the devil sboold we amir 
get tiiem into training at all f^ 

"< And thafs tfiie' too/* said Buekiaw^ 
suspending Us arareh titrough 'tile ^dining- 
room, and :teaOiog' upon the back of a 
diair.— ^ And Jbesides^ here's Raventwood 
in tii« way still; db you think h«1) gift ^p 
Lucy's ei^;agenient ?^ 

<< To be 9ore he wiH,* answered Craigen- 
gelt; ^ what good can itdo him to reAiseg 
since he wi^es to marry another woman, 
and she another man l^ ^ 

** And you believe seriously;' saSd Back- 



famt ** limb Ite migmag titmutyiiui tmpigm 

** You beard youraelf," uumtsiA Craig- 
4ttgditt '* what C^pliiA WeslMbe 4aid about 
kf and llic 9reikfrcfianttaii;aMiiief#r thdr 
Wj^tlwaiiw blicba.'' 

. «« Capta» WtdliMibo^" raplwd Badthwr^ 
^ kM lather: Ion ara^ of jKWir onra. eaafe 
Aont hipb. Ou^^ «o.aiiak« «kat Sir WiU 
lian would call a "iapoous wikacaak" Ht> 
drmin decp» ^a{jPBtdeep» aweafs 4e«|^, Mid 
I tniapect can lie and cheat a little into the 
tor^ua. UacfliK^pwUtle^ Qt^9f» if kept 
in Iheir praper aphece^ hut, whidh have a 
littto tpo joaaieh «f the 0^e^bMtbqr.tQ..«iaih&» 
%iKe in a €oui]t ^ ^wdfenftk'* -- 
t; «f W^ then," said Gii40tCie^U«/' «iU yoj«r 
tapiieyeCaMell^gllip JMhtf^iyb^bm^ 
the M ar^ of A-r—^ WJFii^^ ^V^M <W-«i;|«^ 
htt* net awara l&aft hft iMk Jf iM^ ja&fhoi^ 
ti^hiaktiuMtta \»4 <iadefiheti(«r %rmi}g». 
fl^nt for himsc^ than 't«.g|Kt hid ^thfir'a 
Itail for the paifechenkfld ^iff^i^pt a 
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broken down fanatic, and that Buoklaw was* 
welcome tathe wearing of Ravenawood'st 
shaughled shoes,** 

** Did he say so, by heKavfinsP* cried» 
Bucklawy.bceaking out inta one of those' 
incontroulable fits of passion to which he» 
Wfts constitnttqnally subject^*^^' if I had 
heard him^ I^ would have tore the tongue 
out of his throat before all his peiats and; 
minions, and Highland bullies int&4he bar-f 
gain. .Why did not Ashton riin him tfaro^gh^ 
the body?' 

V Capote me if 1^ know,"^ said the Ci^-^ 
tain. *^ He deserved it sure enough, but 
he is an old man^ and a minister of state,i 
and there would be more risk tlian credit 
in imeddHng witli him. You had more 
need to think of making up to Miss Lucy* 
Ashton the disgrace that's like to fall upoii' 
her, than of interfering with a man too old* 
to fight, and on too high a stool- for you£r 
hand to reach him." 

<< It shaU reach him thoi^h one dayy*^ 
said Bucklaw, ^^ and his kinsman Ravens- 
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wood to boot. In the mean time, Til take 
care Miss Ash ton receives no discredit for 
the slight they have put upon her. lt*s an 
awkward job, however, and I wish it was 
ended ; I scarce know how to talk to her, 
—but fill a bumper, Craigy, arid we'll drink 
her health. It grows late, and a night* 
cowl of good claret is worth all the consi 
dering c'aps m Europe/* 



/^ 



# 
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If tKL%% OmjKT LAll0i;oft0. 



CHAWTEft II. 

h wasDieoopyofmireoiiferttfce. ' ^ 

At botfd tbt Mjipl» fo 119 uQsqig it $. 
Alone, it was the sulgect of my theme; 
In oonpany^ I often glanced at it. 

The next moraiog saw Bucklaw^ and his 
ftidrtul AdiatesyCraigeDgelt^atRaveiiswood 
Castki They weremostcouiteoudy received 
by theknight and his lady, as well as by their 
sen and heir. Colonel Ashton. After a good 
deal of stammering and blushing^— -for Budc- 
hw, notwithstanding his aiMlacity in othw 
mattersi had all the sheepish bash^ness 
common to those who have lived little in 
respectable society,«-he contrived ^t length' 
to explain his wish to be admitted to a coo* 
lereDce/with Miss Ashton upon the subject 



THft BaOMB #F Ii4Wtf|^»lf00B. IS 

0f their ^proichiiig union* Sir WlUmm 
and his son looked at Lady Ashton, who 
re|riied with the greattst composura, ^ that 
Lucy would wait upon Mr Haystoue du 
feetly*. I hope^'' she added irtth a amile^ 
^ that as Lucy 18 v«7 yoiu^ and baa been 
lately trepauied into ao ei^agaqieiitt of 
which she is sow beaifeiiy ashaoDodt ear 
dear Buck]a# wiH esetase her wiih» thai I 
dboutd be present at theijr interview f* 

^ la trttth^ flay.desr lady/ said BucUaai^ 
<< it is th6 very thing that>I would hav« 
deiired <m my dwn ac60iui*i flNnl bwa 
baan so Uttte acewAomed to wlait in eaUadt 
gaUaniiTi, tiut 1 ^latt <iertaiidy ihli snitf) 
seine cursed attislaka,.imkisa I have tba iidnii 
vsMttga of your^ ladyship as aaii]«««{Hr«|^ 

iti was thus that JBudd|p|^» in the :^tur# . 
taatioo of his aaifaarmsmieiit apon thta criti* 
loal ooaasioo, fciyst the' jast apjfirehensiona; 
be had anteataiiied o£ Lady Ashtonls^ eve&^ 
baartng ascenctancy over> her daiugiiter'fr 
anndy satdi loat an oinpM<^Mty- ^ asemrtaia- 
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iog» by his own iiivestigatioi^ the real state 
of Lucy's. ftelingSc . i ' . 

' The other geoUemen left the rooin, and 
itiia short time,' Lady Ashton,ifoHawed hy 
her daughter, entered the apartment* She 
appeared, as be had seen her on. former 'oc« 
csksidns^ . rather . composed than agitated; 
but i nicer judge than he coald scarce 
havje determined, .whether her. calbiness 
was that of despair, or , of indifferenceu " 
fticklaW was. too tnuch^ agitated by his own 
feel&igs minutely. to scrutinise those of the 
lady. . He stammeri^ out an unconnected 
address. Confounding together. the two or 
three: topics to which it related, atid sto0 
diort before he brought it. to any. regular 
conclusion, i Miss Ashton listened, or loek.^ 
ed as if she.Ii|3teilied, but returned not a 
single word in answer, I continuing to fijt 
her eyes on a jmalLpiece of enibroidery, 
on. which, as. if by insthtct or habit, her 
fingers wbre busily employidd. . Lady Ash^ 
:ton sat at «onie distance, alinoBt scr^bfied 
from notice by the deep embrasure of the 
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window in whiciv she h^d placed her chair. 
From this she whispered in a* tone of voiceyi 
whicli, though soil and ^weet^ had:80iA^ 
thing in it of admonition, if npt command,. 
--«* Lucy, my dev, £emember~4^v6. joa 
beard what Bucklaw- hs^ been saying i^" • ^ 
' Theideaofhermothei's{»(esence:see9i€d 
ta have .clipped frpm the unhappy girl's i;e-» 
collection. She started, driO|^ed^hei' needle^ 
and Ideated hastily,, and ahaost in the 
same breath, the contradictory answen^^ 
*« Yes, madam— *no, my lady^-J 'beg:^^ pwr*- 
don — ^I did, not hear/' s 

<< You need not blush, my lovf , and ^s^ 
less needy o%lQi^s^Cjl»lie and frightened^" 
said Lady . As|;iton, coming fprwavd^ '^we^ 
know that maidens' ears must be slow ini^e*^ 
ceiving a gentleman's language ; but ypu 
mu^t remember Mr Haystone s^peaks pn at 
sulj^t.oawlncli yon have Ipng since agreed 
to give him a favourable bearing. You 
know how m^ch yx)ur father ^Pd. Lhav^ 
o^ hearty set upon an event; ^fli dc^a^ble*" 
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In Lady Ashtt>n% vokJe, la ton* *f im- 
pfessive, and c^en stem ifiaendo was s6- 
Asdoualy afid skilfb% coneeaied, under ail 
afipearaac^ of the inogt afibctionate mater- 
ital tdndernduu Hie itaanner was fi»* Bublb-* 
Jaw, wbo was easi^ enodgb ifflpoaed upon ; 
like matter of the exhortation waa for Ae 
testified Lacy, wh6 weSl knew how to tii-' 
t^rpret hefr mdth£r*8 faintd, however akilAiUy 

■I w 

Iheir real purport inig&t be vefled from |e*' " 
MMfat obaervatioB. 

Miaa Ariitoo sat i^prij^ iflr her ehaiir^ 
cast round her a glance, in which ihar 
^aa mingled with a sitH wilder expression^, 
1)u!t i*e^itaained pei4^Iy saient. Bucklaw, 
ffho 'htfd in the meam ttme paced the room 
to ttid fifo, until' he bad recovered 
ifomposori, now stopped wiMn tw( 
three yarda ot her chair, and fah!A:e 
ab fbttoWs t-i^^ I bcKeve 1 1 have bee 
d«Wl fool» Misft .^^ton : -I have- 
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tkijpk ym eo«i|mlitiid what I hanm bees, 
i»fmgi and no mnuler, ffa ^^^f^i mp if I 
understand it aiyac^ ! Bat» howtytr^ once 
£»r all^ avdin broad Seotcb, yqus £MJier ^imd 

ttolfaer like m\^t ipf WPWfi^^ ^^ ^^ 79^ 
rnifk Jtake a plain y^niog; (iif Up|r fbiysuv hu^^ 
iMtid, who will luavef crow ^ ymi in a»y 
liiiafg yoii luwe- a aaiiid to, I. wUl pkoe yon 
g| dia bttd ^f the bMt crtaUiahaEieBt in the 
tkisa I/Olhtans ; yim Aallhave Lady Gtr- 
wngton'ft lodging in the Omongs^e of J^din- 
l>ui*gh, gf», whcM, you plei»e, do what you 
plea9<t, and see what you [deaset and thatfa 
fain Only I . must have a cooiejr at th9 
board "and for a worttdesa^old ftejft-f^Uow of 
tnino, whose aooapany I would raUipr want 
IhaH hav% if it w^re not that the d*--d 
fellow has persuaded me that I can't do 
Without faim i^ and so I jfope yon won% ax* 
cept agamst Craigy^ althotugh it might ba 
easy to find much better coasppiny*'^, 

^< I^W| out upon yoo) Buaklaw;** s^d 
Lady Ashtobf again iAt«rposi{igr*^* how 
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^can you think Lucy cin. lunre ag^digec^ 
tion to that bknt» honesty, igood-pattt fed 
creature^ Captain Craigengelt?" j .. u 

.' << Whyy:aaadaai»!':ceplied.Backbiiib ,'^astto 
.Craigy'^sincerity^hoxieaty^and gDod*nat|im» 
they 33te^ 1 betieve, pretty mtusb upc^ a.pfir 
-—bul: that's neither. here .nor cthere~t.hit 
feiipw knows my way9> and ha3 got uaefai 
to me».and I cai^aot well da without Jbinf^ 
as I said befoce. But all t^iis is nottiing to 
tile purpose ; for^sisce X have mustered up 
courage tamake a plain proposals I ^Woul4^ 
fain hear Miss Asbtoni froogi, l^r pwn li|^< 
give :me. A plain. ansvi^^r;'^ . . / . 

': " My deftr Bucklaw," said Lady Ashtorn 
<< let me spare Lucy's baahfuln^s. 1 tfiW 
you, in her presejace, that she has alre^djf 
eouirented to be guided by her father an4 
me in this^ matter,— Lucy ^ my love," sh^ 
added, \vith tliat singi^lar . cop)binatiK>oi , of 
suavity of tone |U|d pointed eoerigy whial^ 
we havf^ already policed — ** X4ucyi my dear- 
^t Jov:e.l speak tjot yourself^ is it not aa £ 
say ?" _ 
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Her victitn answered in ,a tremulous and 
ti&Uow Toice"— '^ I ham pronaised to ob€^ 
yoUj — but upon one cdinlitian." 

** She means,"^ said Lady Aibtoflf turn- 
ijig to Bucklaw, " she expects an answer 
-to the demand which siie has made upon 
tbe roan at Vienna^ or Ratisbon, or Paris^^ — 
0£ where is^ he-*-the r«esutution of the ea-^ 
gagiemept in which he* had the ar4; to- ia« 
\olve her. You wiiL not» I am sure^ my 
deap friend^ think it is wrong that she 
should feel much delicacy upan^r this hea4; 
iiMleed» it concerns us^ all.'^ . ^ 

•« Perfectly right— quite fair,** said Buck- 
law, half humming, half speaking the end 
of ihe old soiig— 

'- It jf be9l to be oCwi' the <dd love . . 

Before you be on wi* the new/ . , 

" But I thouglit," said he, pausingt " you 
might have had an answer six times told 
ftom RavenswQod. D— a me if 1 hayje 



ijat » ti^ind to gb and fdtch one imyself, if 
Mi^B A^tim will honour me wkli the com* 
mission.'^ 

*^ 9y no meanSt'' sftid Lady Aishtdn, <^ we 
have had tibe utmost, difficulty of pr6veiit^ 
kig Douglas^ (for ^am it would be tnore 
proper,) ftom taking so rash a step ; and do 
you think we could 'permit you, my good 
fiieiid, alm^ost equally dear to us, to go to 
ai deaper9|0 mw updn an errsnkl so despe* 
Mte ? In fact,> all the friends of the femtly 
sire of opinfOQ, and my dear Lucy herself 
ought so to think^ th%t, as this m worthy 
perMo hftf^returned noatiswer to her letter, 
aiHeace must on .this^ a» in other caaes? b4 
held to give consent, and a coittmct must 
be supposed to be given up, when the par- 
ty waives insisting upon it. Sir William^ 
who sKould know best, is clear upon this 
subject } and therefore, my dear Lucy"^— *• 
^ ^'•Madam,'* said Lucy, wkh unwonted 
energy, *^ urge me no farther^— if this an* 
happy engagemeiit be restored, I have al» 
ready aaid you shall dispose of me as yoa 



wiyu*>tiil theisi I tliould eommit a iieapvy sin 
m tbc nigjit ef God and tmn; i^ Ml^ whtft 
you require.'' 

«< 'Birt;, iii]i^ loira, if tMs mafi remmit ob» 
atinate^ vkeeH'*^^-^ * ' 

^ He wiH no< beaileriC aosivlsfM Lncy^ 
<< it » 8iz;w«ekf siMe I wt^ Vm a ddlAle 
^ my ^sroBitt ietler iiy a suw hand/* - 

«« Ymi. iMnra tidt-^you. oodhl nofr-^'yttu 
duni-n^t^-' faid^Lady AihtM, wHh vMence 
neoMtflieilwlth4he toiie'she had intended 
to flMuffiie } but^ iftstently correcting^ faei^^ 
self, ^ «^ ddarcM' Imcy,'^ said she. In her 
sweetest torn tif eicftoMiillttiont ^ h6w could 
you think of such a thing V* ' - 1 

„ 4« iio matttt/' said Biioklaw ; «• I respect 
Hits AAtott^Nr her^ seirtiments, and I onty- 
srish I had been her messetigfes m^s^tt^^ 
< ^ And' pasy how ispngi Miss Ashtdii,*^ 
taid^htt ikbther^iMiMUfy^^ w neto wait 
tile vetiirn dljwkt Bie*iet*^your fUry mes^ 
mger^^smje onahtiMbie couriers of flesh 
and idboA eoiiM w* be tinrted ih this mat^ 
ter?'. I .J 
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J /«• I have, numbered weeks, days, houn, 
«iid nuQutqSt" said Miss Ashton $ ^* within 
another week I shall have an amwer^ unlesi 
he is deads Till that tim9» sir/' she; said, ad* 
dressing Bucklaw, << let me be. tbu& far be^ 
holden to yQu,^tbat you will beg my mo* 
ther to forbeaf; meupon this aubject/' . 

*< 1 will make it my particular entreatjr 
to IsAyt: Asbtof),^' said Bucklaw ; ^* by tny 
hooouTi qnad^t I respect y^r ^fcelisgSi 
and although the prosec«tipn ^ th«i a&tr 
be fen^e^ed dearer to q(e t^n ei^er, yeti aa 
I aa^ a^ gentl^mai^ 1 wfould tmmXK^ iU 
were.it aq ur^^ as lo giv^ you mwMO&aien 
pain>'' ... ... . r 

*^ l^r; Hay#4^, I thiak, catiaot appre- 
hend thsM«" s^idJLady Ashtan, loaking pate 
wi<^-a9gf^r» <v when, the daiigbter's happt* 
iie^f^ Jbb^ in the boMi^ ^ the mother. Let 
me ^^, ypu, M^ss AibtOjD, ia what terms 
your ianijtJeJiter was couched?'' . . 
. ^V £^actl;x -^ <the ma^ ittadam/' aosimr* 
ed Lucy^ m w^H^ikfWi iMtaiul oil a fisrmer 



occasion/' 



^''When eight' dip have -elspsed theri,** 
i^id her mother, resuming her tone <f( ten« 
derncss, ** we shall hope, my dearert Idve, 
that yofe wtllHehdi this suspense.^ * ' *' 

"*' Ikifiss A^htoh «(u§t not be Kurried^ mh^ 
dam/' MA 36cldaw, M^htose bldntnesa of 
feeling did^ot by anjr ineans ariM from 
want of good-nature-^^< messengers may 
be TrtoppeA or deliiy ec(. I hate 'known a 
day's jdurney htiokt by the'cadtiiig dff « 
fore-shoti— -iliaay, tet' me^lM^ my e«iteAdtttu«. 
the 20tfi day from- Ali# i*^|[k'#ud«^'s, /ani 
the day^bef«ris I^mutt be at C^v^rton'^Sdge 
to seef «be mat<*h fo^t#«efii tht iMmk^^Mt^ 
tlegif&^s Iflaek iiiare/' ^d Johmt^n the 
ine^.iikifa^er')Bl!fetti^}^r iM4S&it'yYmt I can 
iride aft ritght; or-Ctfaigycail toritig me word 
how the match goes'; 'and' I hope; in t^^ 
mean time, as I it^i^iNifr inysdf dartrcaBS 
MisB Ashton if?i1(fa'8hy ftn-tiier iiaiiottttirHy, 
thItiyo&T lady«hip;diifs6k, gnd Sir^ilMtifni 
and l^oionei •I)6i:^Jas,(wil]*'hafre tfab good^ 
iiess'to aHbW^lier tiniitterrttpted tiaae foe 
making up her miiicU*' ' 



law, ^< ^ oaly. |»«tfffld to be a plaiA gO|Q4^ 
bttwonred yoiMig li^UiH)i^ aa I aaid before, 

wHl pvn>t Mwi ;«^. sb*^ bim bow t^ da 

• li«niig,fiiMd thub be ifdwted lifer <in^ 

the jip«rtBMoi^«wi0ini^(^ i4Ml^4iM^r 
ter did liitt Jnntioft; l<»^tiip|Br i l wf ritg o^ bif 
■Hnrhwiwt, woilrXftiiwtifigilKfffftPiq^Str 
IWilliM.lidbie tMi$,d$fiffMr«w ^* WK^^" »« 
fihe laiiit ^mdit »«gkuiQA |«ifprtM« tiowa«^ 
Liic|r» ? |gian0t<Sit Jii4<iiMUgrft v^4iiH^i^ 

and die ir aod (dippnigAtiei^«)it«W«|B^)i»od$ 
together, she sunk baob ofi t^c<9fui? f^lwr 



Ae MOupted) iti a tttfte- reietiibliilg stu- 
por. 

i 'From Ikk she wa^ shortly after awakened 
by the boisteroas entry of her brother 
Heary, who damorously reminded her of a 
fAythine-togitt him two yards of carnation 
ribbon to idake' knots to his ntw garters. 
With the most patient composure Lucy 
arose/ and 9 opemng a little ivory ^sibinett 
sougbtoont the ribbon the lad wanted, mea- 
saned: it accurately, out'lt off into proper 
lengths, and knotted it idtan die fashion his 
boyttb ^iiiicie^uieed. 

^tO^iikaiMMit the qabirietyet;" saidflenry, 
^^ for I miis^ hav^ some of your sihrer^wire 
to fii8t«i. the bells to: my hawk's jesses, and 
yet the new falcon's hat worth them nei- 
^btt; Ibr do you know, after all the plague 
me haft to get her from an eyeiy, aU the 
way at^ofifio, m Mamior W^&t^ she's going 
tb proipe, after, all, nothing l;M;ter thsrn a 
rtflfi^-^^vhejttst wets hersinglerm the blood 
of the partridge, and then breaks away, 
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poor bird do after that, you know, ezicepk 
pine aod die; iit tbe.: fimk beiither-ooir or 
whia-busfa ahe can enwlintof"; . 

*^ Right, Hemy-^right, yerjrr^ty said 
Lucy, BiourafuUy, holdjag the boy fast by 
the hand, after she hBdigiveaiumthe wire 
that he wanted } i< but idM|rQafQaiiott ri&en 
in the wrald: tiian yovrrfaktoDf and more 
wounded birds that seekibut todtesin quiat, 
than can fifid:netther>fa^e.nflr;vbintbiiah 
to hide their heads in.** 

<< Ah ! thaf s some «sporo|ijouttof yiiBr.rai. 
maaces^'^ said 'the boy i ^^^aid.Sybttkmiaaya 
th^.have turiied your*bnd[;;:^bttt I hear 
NoniBan whiatling to^ tfa£ hawfe**^I miafc go 
fasten omthe.jesseaJ? 

' ^dbescain{iered«^!v»ymthdhe4ikoi^ 
less ^iety of bojrhood^ leaving his tiater io 
the bitterness of her o«fn refleotiaQs.^ 

1^ it is doerqed,?^ she saidi ^ tha^^very & 
Sfbag creature even tfaosexriiD oinre ne-inoit 
)siniiaeMf ajae to.sbunmet vAd ileaafe jua to 
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itr 



those by irfaom I am betet It is jast it 
should be thus--alone and uncounselled^ I 
in voived myself in these perils-^lone and 
uncounselledi I most ^tricate mysdf or 
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Xinimaqt to gpiO;, «nd ooiofortleas deq^rar. 
And at her neels a huge infbctious troop 
Of falo^KstenlperatuM tfHd ttei to Bfe; 



Aft tome 'vintlieatim^ the esse wUfa 
which BwklMff> (fffko^^th^^mifiepU ^ term^ 
ed himself waftpiea|lyiayer|r gpo^-hiuboure^ 

nagement; of l^y^ Ashtoo, while paying 
hift addresfteft ^^ber dwghter^ the reader 
must call to .mind the strict domestip^ dis^ 
cipline» whichj at. this perio;^ waa esiercised 
over the females of a Scottish family* 

The manoers of the country in thi«^ as ia 
many other respects^ coincided with those 



of Fraace before the tevolutionV; Young wo- 
sien of the higher rainks seldom mittgled in 
society until after marrijigey ai)d» both in 
hbw :aiid fact, were ^ held to ' be under the 
atdct tutelage of ttveir parents, who were 
too apt to enforce the^ ipe v^-for thdir settle- 
ment in life, without paying any regard to 
the iodlinatioQ of the parties chiefly inte* 
rested. On such oceasions, tlie suitbr ex* 
pected lit(k more from his bride than a si- 
lent SfCquiesoence in the will of her parents; 
and as lew (^>p€^tunities of acquaintance, 
&r fess of intimacy, occurred, he made his 
cMoii^^ t6e oikbide^ Sir the lovers in the 

lii^ebdiii%^^^ne»i}eb%6l6et the o^ket, con- 

tented %> trust tb ^harjcie tbft^ issue of the 
lott^i^yi iff Wftjd^b^ iviid has^fded a venture. 
r It wa*^«*tft «Wrt-lbre sdrj*i8iiig, such 
beiligptil&'^eaeiial hi&nh«rs^of tUe Age, that 
Mr Hflkysttoll bf Bucklawi ^hodd dissipated 
iftbitd had"^ de^ftehed fi'om go(>d''9(>eiety, 
should-iibt attend palrttetftatlyid those ftel. 
ings^ id his elected bride^* fo wfifch many 
men of more se^inient^ eatperience, and 



tiew equ«% .ift^HibMii^ .He. knew ivfatft 

all tmovtf^ t^F^CUMtpil {I0illt» tbil'faa^ 
in I}|s f»vjotiri md tkRliitbtfet4ii«li|i nttt^ 

but iiiai^ja(}|pflig fid^ i Qf «rtlttrirJik«inMgii 
fi:iend9 «|id pfvtQ^Wf l» .oww^^iwhaA bft 

although b^ Ifio^w Ibftt ift clp^ 90 lie .fWl 

The M3rqw9 • drcrre ou^ tt^ecBforei fnith 
the plenttu4e.qf toinistffml imthotity^ zn 
a^ppeal in ibe SeottA3h PftrliamQntji^ifttail 
those judgmonta p£ithe CioitKt^^ 1^% by 
which Sir Willism bfjeatnie po^eBse^ of 
Raireaswood^s.,i;«sre<ltt»ry. prppef As 

this qaeasure wfts enfprcqd with all Hie. iiJh: 
tiioritj of power, Itw^s es^glftimed figwost 
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faf . lUm memlmi^mk ibetbpipDaiie side^ as' an 
intfeifef edee witli tbe^vU jodkatim of the 
oouOtry» i^QftUif nswi aibitrary, aad tyiam 
ni«L And if. iHibus «Jb«ted evfeo sUaDgeto 
ommecltMl wkfa tbem oid^jrt^ libKtical par.^ 
fy; Hankyibe'gtietaQdMhatthatAihtoQ fkiiii^ 
fy thdimelires'8kttd-«attd' tlioki^t lindev^so 
cfomaibpeBsattom Sfr Willkd^'stUl isore 
#0]iiyx^4iiiaded tl^ ike 'was timidi 'tvM 
reduced to despahr b^ thd km by whichr 
he^iWN^tkiitateilQd. His '8oa'« hairghtier 
qpifit-waa ^exalted iato* ra^ at die idea 
of hdag deprived of Ms expected pstri- 
imtoy^ fiat to liad^ AshtgiA ijret more 
vindi6tiiw |em{Nn*9 tte eondoct of Ra^ 
vetiswoody or-iather of hbrpatsoib appear^r 
ed to be aii' oftbooe eballeiigiQg the deepw 
est and most immortal revenge. Bven 
ike quiet and' coi^fiding temper of Lucy' 
h^selff swayed by the opinions express- 
ed by all around her, could not but cm* 
idder the conduct . of lUvenswood as pre- 
CJpitate, and even unkind« '<^ It was my 
father,** she wpeated with a s%hi « who 
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"vi^alcoiyied hem to ithb plMe, 
ged» or ajt bast alkiwed, the iatlitiiyK^^ 
tween u& ^ISboidd he not have reoiettttMOP 
ed this^and requited it virith at leak sbme 
moderate degree of procrastiiiatioii;iir the 
assertion of Alia own aHegad rig^^;I: wte4d 
have forfeited for him double the vahie of 
theis^ laQdSf which he pursuea i^i^lii an ar- 
dour that shows he hasibrgottfen bow/mbcb 
I am implicated in the mat|rer." * 

Lucj^ how^ver^ could only mgnburtkeiei 
things to hers^ji un:vdBing to- ifiereasdithe' 
prejudices against her lover entertaioeil hy 
all around her, who exclaimed against the. 
steps pursued on his accopnt, as illegal/ 
vexatious, and t^rannrcal, resembling the^ 
worst measures in the worst times of the 
worst Stuarts. As a naturaLconseqisence,^ 
every means, was resorted to, and every 
argument urged, to induce her to br^k off. 
her engagement with Ravfenswood^ as^ be- 
ing scandalous, sfaametu], and, sinful, form* 
ed with the mortal enemy of her familyy 
and calculated to add bitterness to the dis* 
tress of her parents. 
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- Eucy's Spirit J hdi*^csveip, ivas high j and al- 
though unaided atid ^alone J ^he could have 
borne ihucb— ^he coul^haveetidured the re- 
pJnings of her fkithfer-^hiit^inurmurs against 
what he callfed theiyrannicat dsage of the 
ruling party-iii-his^ceisefeis chiA-ges of iiigf£- 
titude against '^a^nsWdOd — his endless 
lectures on th^'iferibus mians'fiy whicli 
cttbtract^ itiky be Voiddtfa^d annulled— his 
quotations from the 'civil, the nnuni<2i|)al, 
arid ihe canon law— ^ind his prelectioni 
upoti the jt^a^na ^/^^^io^. .^ ^ 

She might have bwuc also in^patkfnce^: 
or repelled with scorto, theoitter tauhta^ 
and occasional violence bfher brother Co-* 
lonel Ashton, and the impertineni and in* 
trusive %terference Of other friends arid- 
relations.* But it was beyond her power, 
eflectifally to withstand or elude the con- 
slant an^ unceasing persecution of Lady^ 

Ashton, who, laying every other wish aside, 

- . ' ♦ • ■ 

had bent the whole efforts of her powerful 
ftiind to break her daughter's contract with 
liavenswood, and to place a. perpetual bac. 

B 2 
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bet*reen the tavers^ by effeetii^ tey's uni- 
OB with Bucklaw. Far mpre deeply skilled 
than her husband in the recesses ^rf the h%u 
man heart, she was aware» that in this way 
she might strike a blow of deep and deci- 
sive vengeance upon one, whom she esteenv* 
ed as her m(»rtal enemy ; nor did she hesi- 
tate at raising her arm^ although she kneM^ 
that the wound must be nlealt through the. 
bosom of her daughter. With thki stern 
and fixed purpose, she sounded every depth 
and shallow of her daughtefia soul, assur 
med alternately every disguise iof mauRer 
which could serve her purpose, and pre«- 
pared at leisure every species of dire ma- 
chinery, by which the human mind can be 
wrenched from its settled purpose* Some 
of thepe were of an obvious* description, 
and require only to be cursorily mention- 
ed ; others were characteristic of the time, 
the country, and the persons engaged in 
this singular drama* 

It was of the last consequence, that all ' 
intercourse betwixt the lovers should he 
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stopped^ and» by dint cf gold and author!* 
ty* Lady Ashton contrived to possess her^ 
self of such a complete eomtnand of all who 
were placed around her daughter, that, in 
fact, no leaguered fortress was ever mora 
completely blockaded ; while, at the same 
time, to all outward appearance, Miss Ashw 
ton lay under no restriction. The verge 
qf her parents' domains became, in respect 
to her, Uke the viewless and enchant'^ 
ed line drawn aroutfd a fairy castl^ where 
nothing unpermitted can either enter {mm 
without, or esc^e from within. Thus 
every letter, in which Ravenswodd con* 
veyed to Lucy Ashton the indispensable 
reasons which detained him abroad, and 
more than; ^ne note which poor Lucy had 
addifCssed tabim through what ^e thought 
a secure channel, fell into the hands of her 
motbea?4 It could nc^ be, but what the te- 
nor of these intercepted letters^ especialiyi 
those of IUvQnswood,.^ould contain some* 
thing to itnkdU the passions, and fortify 
the ^)bstinacy> of her into w)k>se hands they 
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fell ; bat Lad^ Ashtoifs pasmihif w^re too 
deep-rooted to requfire this ftesh foorf. She 
burnt the papers as regularly tis she peru- 
sed them ; and as they consumed into vz- 
pour and tinder, '^ regarded them with a 
smile upon her compressed lif^s^ and an ex- 
ultation in her steady eye» which showed 
her confidence tha*t the hdpes of the wri- 
ters should soon be rendered equally un- 
substantial. 

It usually -happens thai Ibrtiine ^ids the 
machinations of those who are prompt to 
avail themselves of every chance that of- 
fers, A report was wafted from the cbnti-' 
n^pt> founded, like bfhers of the same sort, 
upon . many plausible circumstanced^ l)ut' 
' without any real bdsis, stating the Master 
of Ravens wood to be on the eve of mari^^ 
riage with a foreign lady of fortune^ and 
distinction. This was greedily caught up 
by both the political parties, who were at^ 
6nce struggling for power and for popular 
favour; and who seized, as usual, upon the 
most private circumstances in the lives of 



eadi otbej^skpartizana tp convttt tbem into 
sdtgects of politiealr discussions 
. The Mwquis of ^^j^---; — ga&e his opinion 
alosd aaad publicljr^ pot indeed jn the coarse 
terms ascribed to bm by CaptaiQ Craigen*^ : 
gelt, but in a manner^ su$ciently offensive 
to the Asbtons* ^i He thought tiie .report,'^ 
he said, ^* bi^ly ^, f^Qbable, aqd heartily 
wished it .mjghf -^(le true, ^ch a match- 
was fitter and far more creditable for a spt- 
fited young.. fa^9W|, than a marriage with 
the daught^c^f au <>14 ^^ig lawyer,^^ whose^ 
chicanery -bad so n^rly ruined his father." 

. ThiiBi Qiher p9rty» of course^ laj^ing outof 
view the opposition which the Master of^ 
Kavenswood received from Miss A^hton-s 
family, cried shame upon his flckleiiess* 
and perfidy, as* if he had seduced the 
y^rang lady into an engagement, and wil* 
fully and causelessly abandoned her for an- 
other. . *^ 

. Sufficient care was taken that this report 
should find its^ way to Ravenswood Castle 
through every various channel, Lady Ash- 
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ton being well ftware» that the very rdite« 
ration of the-Mme rttmout from so mktxy 
qusurtiers ctfuld ik)t but give it a semblance 
of trtitb. By some it was told as a piece 
of ordinary news, by some communicated 
as serious int^igence ; now it was whis* 
pered to Lucy Ashton^s ear in the tone €i 
mdignant fileasa&try, and now transmitted 
to her as a matter of grave and serious 
warning* 

Even the boy He&ry wib made the in- 
s|ru Aent of adding to his sister's toiiments* 
One morning he rushed into the room with 
a willow branch in his hand, which he told 
her had arrived that instant firom Germany 
for her special wearing. Lucy, as we havfe 
seen, was remarkably fond of her younger 
brother, and at that moment his wanton 
and thoughtless unkindness seemed more 
keenly iDJurious than eVen the studied in* 
suits of her elder brother. Her grief, how- 
ever^ had no 9b9de ofresei^ment ; she fohi-. 
ed her arms about the boy's necK, and say*^ 
ing ihinfly, ^* Poor Henry ! you speak but 
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wh«t tb«7 tell yovi* she boat into a flood 
of unrestnuned tear& TheboywasmoTed,. 
notwithstanding the thoughtlessness of hk. 
age and chatacter. ** The devil take me,**' 
said he, '< Lucy, if I fetch you any more of 
these tormenting messages again ; fori like 
you better,'' said he, kissing away the tears, 
*5 than the whole pack of them ; and you 
shall have my grey poney^ to ride .on» and 
you shall canter him if you like, aye, and 
ride beyond the village too if you have a ' 
mind.** 

«' Who told you,** said Lucy, M that L 
am not permitted to ride where I please ?* 
** That's a secret^" said the boy ; ** but 
you will find you can never ride beyond . 
the village but your horse will cast a shoe, 
or fall lamet or the castle bell will ring, or . 
something will happen to bring you back* . 
But if I tell you more of these things, Dou- ' 
glas will not get me the pair of colours 
they have promised me^ ftnd so good mor» . 
row to^you." , 
Tliisdiidogue plungedXucy in^still deep- 
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er dejecfion, as it tended to shew hcSf pliin- 
ly, what sKeltadfor some time suspected, 
that she was little better than a prisoner at* 
large in her fathert house. We have dei. 
scribed her in the outset of our story- as of- 
a romantic dispositiOB» delighting in tales 
of love and -wonder, andTreadilv identifying, 
hersetf with ihe situatibn of those i^sgfenda- 
ry heroines, with whose 'adventures, for 
want ot better readhig, her- memory had 
become stocked. The fali^y wand, with* 
which in her solitude she had delighted to - 
raise visions of enchahtment,^became now 
the rod of a magician, the bond * slave of' 
evil genii/ serving ohly to 'invoke spectres 
at which the exorcist trembled, She felt- 
herself the object of su^^picion, of scorn, 
of dislike at least, if not of hatred,- to htsf^ 
own family; and it seeraeti to her* that 
she was abandoned by the very person otf 
whosV account she was exposed to the en- 
mity of all around her. Indeed the 'evij. 
(ience of Ravenswood's infidelity began 
to assume every day a more detttmitied 
character. 
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A soldie^ ,of fi>ctni» of; die .'name of 
,Wes|:en|i69 9n old £iiiiiliiur.o£ Gnigehgelf s^ 
danced to arrive from abttnA/Bbmt thii 
time. Tha .worthy Captain, thovg^ with 
oiit any preciaexomipuiiicpition with Xady 
Ashtoiiy always acted most jlegnlatly and 
sedulously in support of her ptans, and 
Msily prevailed upon his friepd^ by^ dint of 
^xa^gerieition of real cirqumstanoes^ and 
coininjg of others, to give explicit testimo- 
ny to the truth of Ravenswood's approach* 
ing marriage. 

Thus beset on all hands, and is a manner 
reduced to despair, Lucy's temper gave 
way under the pressure of constant afflic- 
tion and persecution. She became gloomy 
and abstracted, and, contrary to her natu- 
ral and ordinary habit of mind» sometimes 
turned with spirit and e,ven fierceness on 
those by whom she was long and close- 

* 

ly annoyed. Her health also began to be 
shaken, and her hectic cheek and wander- 
ing eye gave symptoms of what is called a 
fever upon the spirits. In most mothers 
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this woald hate moved. dompattiQiiy/but 
Lady Ajshto^ compact and fina of purpose, 
99M liiese miReruigt of health and intellect 
with nb greater syinpathy than that.widi 
which the hoMile engines rej^rds the 
towers 'of a beleaguered city as ttey reel 
tinder the dischai^e of his artillery, or nu 
thee Ap considered tbeie starts and iao* 
^nalitiea of tamper as tyinptomsof Diey's 
esptrmg rieatMtitiqn ; . as the angler, fay the 
throws assd. conTuliive Jexertlens of the fisb 
which be has hookedybecomesawarethat he 
soon wall be able to land bim^ Toaccelerate 
^ catastrophe in the present case» Liidy 
Ashlon had recourse to an expedient very 
eoftsiibent with the temper and cireduKty 
of those times/ but which the reader will 
probaMy pronounce truly diabolical. 



***^* "^nPrP^ ^^m 99^^^fi'^^^W'^^* 
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'* In which a witch did. dwell, in loathly weedi^ 
And wHfal Want, aH ckrelefti of her needi^* 

^fx /l^ iitt jN[ig^Uoui% tbut her Jeviliih. deed* 

And hellish arts from people she might hide^ 
ibid bare far bflr, unknown, whomever she etfvfed/' 



.' * J 



> » 



<pifa^llMK(a«{iliMe0 of ifc^^uaa tlMrailnUi* 
ed)ift!tli«oSbf&i«f{it sSsk iMMe :«han 4ke fife 

lay^. :isDmetinbe» oriled ' tke Wise .Wraiai» €if 
BawdeHr imB ihe person whom^ &r heit 

oral i^tfopg c^aaoDSr Lady AshtoiL selected 

» 

as jan, attendan ft rapbn iter .daughter. 

Ti^isiwomaabad acquired a comidefealkte 
r^{HitatYQn ahiimg^hetigimnmtiby the prd<» 
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tended cures which she performed* especial* 
ly in cn-camest as the Scotch call them, or 
mysterious diseases which baffle the regii* 
lar physician. Her pharmacopeia tonsisted 
partly of herbs selected in planetary hours, 
partly of words; signs; and charms, which 
sometimes, perhaps, produced a fitvourable 
inffuence npon the imagination oC her pa- 
tients. Sodf h was the atoned profession of 
iiocky Gourftjs "wftichV *s may well' be sup. 
pb^edi was looted upon with a suspicious 
^i not tjnly %y-hei- neighbours, but even 
l)^ the clergy c#1ihe district. In pnvatei. 
ISiMiSfiftt; shiik tflftled^' mote deeply in the 
#6ctit«%ji^^^Y 'l^ri' notwithstanding the 
drfetiiftji'^tifitijli^^ the 

Ml(>|poft^^Htb^%f witehcrafti there wanted 
iD^f thds^ tH!io, sti^il^ by want and bitter- 
ittftos of sl^t^w^^lKng to adopt the 
h^xM UtoS'mtLn^M^s ^character, £or the 
sfte'of tiae^itfSfi^ficfeivhicfa its terrors en- 
iible*^tl)etft^6'ei^ise4h the vicinity, and 
tlie "wf^K^IM'eMdlutnitJiat which they' could 
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extract by |he, prftctice of tbeir suppmed 

, ; Ailsie Gourlay was notindeed fool j^wmf^ 
to acknowledge a compact with the .EviL 
Ooe, .wbi<;b.Mfpuld h^j^^ been a swift apd 
road}\road to th^ ^kc^and tar«barreL . Het: 
fairy^^h^ 9^^ lil^ Caliban'St was a hwrnloH; 
fajjjr.^^N^ypn^eless, she ^* q^aed fortiiiiei>'* 
T^d^dce^s^f C9iB994e4 philtres, dispp?«u 
ed stqlQa ,gpo^ and made and djssaiv^ 
loatches as socc^sfully as i( according 4a> 
the his^i^ of. the whol^ nrigbbourhopd» sbe^ 
had bjsen ^ided in tbese arts by Beeb;ebid> 
hijns^l^ The worst of the {^etendeiB to 
til^SQ j^iepceswais^ that they were fOMvaUy> 
persoqa.whjqti i(Eieling th|«KiM#ifet. pdti«i|i to. 
iHnnanity , y^w^ cvtdem. of :wli«t thqit. did^to^ 

were oftefi comoikteiA im^es Jft^^teaipe of, 

li«ve$ J^.;dj9^^, i?kt| ilt^,^^ in; 
the. «i;tmin»l |«f<»td|„ ll^^cQiniic^ipi^ q^ 



4^ tkvn- di^at xisnAAMI. 

the severe Ikte to which they were' coii> 
^eoMied for the imaginarf goilt of wlteh. 

^eh imi' Ailsey-Oburlay, whooii in'oiv 
d^i^ toatMio the fAjsohtte 8at|^^tft>lt of 
Iittef' Aihlom% oiifid, hier mo^i^ thou^t 
it'flttfttg «b it)&i(!e Uen^'bftir petatfa^ > A-W6- 
niitn ^^< Heai isMncfqi^eai^'^fiiit Eady • AbI^ 
tbtf')iad AiM^airetl^to «&k^ ^ttcih « i%; 
dtft 'h^Htgh^rftftk^ttdatftogtii of ehatMM 
tMNseit'her' ab&v»^ ^o^Mite of the ^#orld, 
3tifd-8to wag(alidWe#t<^'Kiiav<6 Mletstet!^ f^ 
iWr idMghifei^ fl«^Ml&nfi'fti« best Hb&itMm' 

flMi< #otiM «linr0«ail«i biief' tbe «0|^#t)fteli' 
4P«tdttil^4tf4b&kMftfttn^of It pi^t^tt^uid 

alljr'or t&fc gi«ltiaieii^ iiVMttldniltf j 

by i^nddf «liiiiiii' gtttiig ^4i4y>iAiliCoii 

tie fHfiMirklltilMtf ««^liHliliofa»^ 

i^te^pUyedb i»ldoli' nadeed could ~i»rtb« 
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^oKttMmtly aMioied wHbMt someknrari* 
ledge oi the human heart and passions* 
Dame Gourlay perceived that Lucy shud- 
dered at her external appearance, which we 
havealready^eacribed upon her appearance 
in the death- chamber of blind iUi^e^f. and 
while internally she hated the poor girl for 
the involuntary horror with wMch ahe per^ 
oelved she was regardedi^ she commenced 
her <^watioBS by en^eavouf ing to ei&ce or 
overcome tboseprejudices which in her heact 
she resented as mortal educes* This mm 
easily doner for the hag^a external uj^ness 
Jww^oiM^ baianoad by ,a^show of kindnesa 
and'tntttfeiti to wbiciiX«uey had^of latebeen 
little acointoiQjeds hef^ttentlvo sarvioet 
attd rittl^iU gaia^'herl^ tor, if noi tfa« 
^«M]Jdeneet of her patiianti and under pn»> 
tenee of diyeriing the iKiUtude of a. sioi: 
ifiMm^ she^f omiied hep nttentioB ^stuptkm bf 
t^ikfgswi»m wbiel^ (die was ircAl fidlod^ 
^aad tp^whi^ Lnpy^aJiabita of ^rwdi^ and 
M0«ctkW iR.4u^ Imt^Mestd m^i^bmF 





;.uii.'jrt>f i»^' ?^-^ 



\' » 



«atfife sil^ as,, fotjl T)x 04. n?*^«W^ -^WW^ 
l^mvetiiig tend Ilyt^ lip« ike upiiftf^q^j^^ 




bitti of befief. ' The otd. Svcoiran Ww I^b 
idNranu^^ and g);idually iiiiarrow<|d^£r mfc 
gfc ''cili^ around Gik'deyo^cd ^fj^l^Ok 4K 
'iifiiSfie ispirit fibe ^raptised.* ' lJ^ViV|S*V|| 

f d l S tr o c tf n^ii;^, whose ainciei|t m|lttd||tef 






>t 
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telcf. TIm itoiy #f die fiitftl fimtfttn w^ 
ifttiMed « faB fellgti^ Md wi& Ib^^ 
tiMiliflaij by t>e tadftH tyfclL Tliefro. 
fiheq^ qpvted bf CbMb cofiwitqg tiie 
dai brfd^ wiM» WW to be iTM fay the list 
of the BtfMfVMdit had ifi mnt myiteri. 
— i uwrnaertM j r t aiidtbeftiigiilarcircum- 
ttance of ^ i|qp«ritkmt seen bjr tbe Mas- 
ter of Bavemirood in the forest, baviog 
piortty timoqpired throo^^ bb hastjr enquU 
ri» in the Cottage of old Aliee, fiicaed a 
AiiMDe for many exaggeritions. 

laicjr migbt have deaptaed these tale% if 
they hid been related coneemtng another 
fkknlff or if her own fituation had been 
leia de8{)ondeot« But circumstanced as sh^ 
amt tbe idea that an i^vil fate hung ov:ei: 
bet 'afiadmienty became predominant oiq^r. 
fter otbJttfeielings, and the gloom ojp soper* 
stl^ro daHcened a mindt already wfficieiMrr 
)y Wesbetted by sorrow, dUtripsi» uncertain, 
ly^'and an oppressive seme of des«r(ipit 
4nd desolation. Stories were told by her 
attendant so eloiely resembling her own in 

vox- III. c 
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their circumstances^ thtdt she was graf^imUy 
led to conv^^e ypoxi such tri^c a^4 9y9f 
tical subjec1;3 with tl^e bel^apif^ ^^tfi Jte* 
pose asort of confid^iice ip thQa^^bil^wbotn 
she still reg^4ecl with involiint;^^ shlld* 
deripg. Dame Opyrlay knew hpw.to Jivsul 
h^rse)f of this imperfect ^cf^Msniif. , ^ 
directed Lucy's thoughts to the meftpd gf 
enquixing into futurity^ — ^tbe.smrcJBt modei 
;^er}uipi^, of shaking the under&Uindin^. anfl 
destroying th^ spirit?* Ofnens were .^« 
pounded, d.reams were interpreted* ^Qd 
other tricks of jq^gjery perhaps. rfspr|ed 
to^ by whijjch the pretended adepts of. tlw 
period deeeived and , fascinated, tbeir j^^ltt* 
ded followers. I find it.m^nUpnfd 19 tjus 
articles .of dittay agaipst AUsift. Qpju;l0y# 
(f^^pT it is some comfort. to tJbinkjtbsfc 
the old. hag was tried, cpndejtnijijgd^ .ap4 
tl^'^e^ on the top of Nof th^BerwickrXAVt 
by^ sgitence of a cpn^missio? fjrpjqi) the. 

PfijVy Council)— r— I findj ^ J say, it wj^ 
charged agamst her^ amopg .pther offencjEyi,. 
tl)at she had, l^y the aid an^ delusipQ^^ of 
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• 

Satiuif A^wn to a young person of quality, 
in a mirror glass, a gentleman then abroad, 
to wbbm the said joong person was be« 
trothed, and who appeared in the vision to 
be in the act of bestowing his hand upon 
giiothec ' Isdy. But this and some other 
|iarts of the record appealed to have been 
studiously left imperfect in names and 
^ates, protmUy out of regard to thfe* ho^ 
sour of the families concerned* If Daoie 
Gourlajr was able ^ctvtiily to play off such 
a 'piece of jugglery, it is clear sh<s must 
hwii had bettSsr asststance^ to practise the 
'deception, than her own skill or funds 
4(>uld supply* Meanwhile this mysterious 
visionary traffic had its usual effect, in un- 
s^ttlil^ Miss Ashton's mind. Her temper 
' became unequal, her health decayed daily, 
her manners grew mopidg, melancholy, and 
uncertain. Her father, guessing partly at 
Hhe cause ibf,the'se appearances, atid exerfc* 
mg a degrep of authority uhusual with film, 
made a point of banishingDame Oourlay 
from, t^e castle.^ but the atrow was shot, 



St TALBS or «1Y L^DLOilD* 

:bn<iriud oi 70 ,yd pbids ol bafcnaio* ««|. 

w^lild jiUMf cAuld resigft It withqut the^c 
^»M..^ ^m^? Wt ^tr»,^?5g 



nd disnose of me as VoU' 






.;,^i«,4^sej,pC,^<^i^Mpyjdth Which #is 
rcnoired to know.of Bay^nswood wheiner 
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vlatt the tamii, •' ttteiF re effi 

OKSment" Of Ihjs adjfan fA 

tojB. sa ur ana so ingenioi a ner- 

SafPoVr'E:«S 6fHft 



Lady Ashtop.fibaliy deteFMlnea -hf twiv 
cpndemilllateDsn^ood' unlilMi^a'^ii^'ib^i^- 







she most desirraw ki^'ow. ^' *' '''"'■''''■ 
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The female agent of hett^ having beSri 
dismissed from the cattle. Lady Asfarton; 
who wrought by all variety bf metans, te-' 
solved to employ^ for working the same etid 
on Lucy's mind, an agent of a very di^t^: 
ent <;haracter. This was no other llian the 
Reverend Mr Bide-the-bent, a presbyteriAtt 
clergyman, of the very strictest order slnd 
most rigid principles, whose aid she diWtid^ 
in upon the principle of the tjnfakit in th^ 
tragedy:— 



^' rniiifV£.aprie8ti8hallpreiRchherfir<Nnher Inthj,. ' 
And make it sin not to renounce that vow. 

Which I'd have broken—-" 

V • » * 

But Lady Ashton was mistaken in the 
agent she had selected. His prejudices, in- 
deed, were easily enlisted on her side, and* 
it was no difficult matter to make ftim re- 
gard with horror the prospect of a union 
betwixt the daughter of a God-fearing, pro-^ 
fessing, and presbyterian family of distinc- 
tion, with the heir of a' blbod'tTiirsfty* pre-' 
latist and persecutor, the hdnds of whose 
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&thert had beea dyed to the wrists in the 
Mood of God'k saints. This resembled^ id 
the divioe*s opinion, the union of a Moa* 
btttsh stranger with a daughter of Zion. 
Alt with all the more severe prejudices 
and pane^>Ies of his sect, Buie-theibeni 
possessed a sound judgmenti and had learnt 
sympathy eVen in that very school of perr 
sectttion, where the heart is so frequent^^ 
ly hwdened. In a private interview whh 
Miss Asbton» he was deeply moved by her 
distress, and could ttot but admit the jus« 
tice of her request to be permitted i direct 
communication with Ravenswood, upon 
the subject of their solemn contract. When 
she urged to him the great uncertainty un- 
der which she laboured, whether her let- 
ter had been ever forwarded, the old man 
paced the room with long steps, shook his 
grey head, rested repeatedly for a space 
on his ivory-headed staff, and after much 
hesitation, confessed that he thought her 
doubts so reasonable, that he would him- 
ifelf aid in the removal of them« 



»?f^}^Sfe ^^^fe?l*> ^(^*}l* f{<ffi»488fi ^ 

jdelivfinr 

nouraHc paijeiij|^,|^ax xro^^^WW^j^.' 
without increment or fiubtracUonu the Ut> 

of your ngbt honou^^le mother j and I 



» » 



\s^ mhmj^ ml^^'i' <MWii' ^'^ 



d<e?{bo¥^Sat^u)e'^tter slloufa bl^secure^^^ 
conveyea^to tne Master of KavenswQoa at 

xniB refroTOect oecame necessary to ex- 

pfl?A Irie comerVnM%c?wi^^M&8 Ajsntbiiii , 
1 bae iMrflooi '»Hfi:;fronoa Joan tuoy r 



c*C 



5B 
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her Another, and Bucklaw/whi^b 5Ke lavto 
detailed in a preceding chapter* . :: 

Lucy was now like the aailof, viho^ whilb 
drifting through a tempestuous oceaPyClingf 
for safety to a single plank, his powem of 
grasping it becoming every moment more 
feeble, and the deep darkness of* the night 
only, chequered by the flashes of lightning, 
hissing its they show the white tops of 
the billows, in which he is , soon to .he eo* 
gulphed. , . « . 

Week crept away aftei" week, and day 
after day. % St Jude's dayarriyedt the laM 
arid protracted term to which Lucy had 
limited herself, and there was neither let* 
ter nor news of Ravenswood. 
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CHAPTER V. ' 

Horn hit CheM names, how nmch. unlike they ladk 
To all the blurr'd subscriptions in my book ! 
The bridegroom's letters stand in row above, 
Tiipering, yet straight, UM pine«trees in his grovtf ; 
While free and fine the bride's appear below. 
As light and slender as her jessamine^ grow. 

Crabbs. 

St Jud£*s day came, the term assigned 
by Lucy herself as the furthest date of 
expectation, and, as we havc^ already said, 
fchere were neither letters from, nor news 
of, RaVenswood. But there were news of 
Bucklaw, And of hi$ trusty associate Craig^ 
engeit, who arrived early in the morning for 
the completion of the proposed espousals, 
and for signing the necessary deeds. 

ft 

* These had been carefully prepared uh- 
der the revisal of Sir William Ashton him- 



ther deterauned. »thafr.tfae mgiigif^ shauUr* 







r 
a 



ynth an a{»|^(pf]i^^^(^ ^jpf^egM^w 

f>si<» j^iT-i i. fbiiA cr.-ii rji^iU! e^ic^'a .tufv 



our bodies under foot« And X am glad tin 
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broad seiEis are between us this day^ for I 

sfaatL never forget how frightened I wast 

when I took him for the picture 6f old Sir 

Malise walked out of the canvass. Tell 

me true, are you not glad to be fairly shot 

of him r ^ 

•« Ask me no questions, Henry,*' said his 

unfortunate sister} <^ there is little more 

can happen to make me either glad or 

Borry in this world •'^ 

^ And that's what all young brides' say,'* 

said Henry ; ^* and so do not be cast down, 

Lucy, for you'll tell another tale a twelve* 

month hence— ^and I am to be bride's-man^ 

and ride before you to the kirk, and all our 

kith, kin, iand allies, and all Bucklaw's^ are 

to be mounted and' in order— and I am to 

have a scarlet laced coat, and a feathered 

hat, and a sword-belt, double bordered i/^ith 

gold, and point d'espagne, and a dagger im 

stead of a sword ; and I should like a sword 

much better, but Douglas won't hear of ifc 

AU my things, and a hundred besides, are 

to come out from Edinburgh to-night with 

6 
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0ld Gilbert, add the sumpter mule^-^^ud I 
will bnog them^.tad show them to you the 
instant they come*'* 

The bo/s chatter was here interrupted 
by the. arrival of Lady Ashton^ somewhat 
alarmed at her daughter's stay. . Wi|ii one 
of her sweetest smiles, she took Lucy^s 
arm. under her own^ and led her to the 

* 

iipar tment where her {presence was expects 
ed.. 

Thare wei^ only pjcesent, Sir William ^Lsh^ 
ton^ and Colonel Dou^as Ashton, the last in 
foil rfegimcntala^Buddaw in bridegroom 
trim— Craigeng^t freshly equipt firom tof 
to toe by the. bounty. of his j^ytron, and ^^ 
dizened with .a3 miieh lace ^ might Hare 
become the dress of the Copper C^ptai% 
together with the Rev. Mr Bide-tbe^bent $ 
ihe presipnce of a minister being, in stridt 
pi^lsbyterian families, an indi^penaablft V€t 
^midte upon all occasions of unua^al so^ 
lemnity. 

Winces and refreshments were placed on 
a table^ on which the writings were display** 
ed, ready for sigoalwe. . 



^ ' iStiiSfiWWr^mtisiom 



rHi 







itti^Ht w ^eampk' '^mrk-mt ij^Fc^"^ 

mother, ^e and her'« tmghV'ktj^ji^'Sit^ 

iir^k^i|^ir^«l)A^#. '••tie' mm ^li^r 

•ompany, scoffers, rioters, and those "who 






O ir i ■.• '.'■ -i-.^r 4''7'''.'>'X ;^t;'10'.*': \r*'w'-. ^ 
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•ore silver iok-fitandish, which stood full 
before ben Lady Ashtoa's vigilance basU 
ened to supply the deficiency. I have my- 
lelf seen the fatal deedi and in the distinct 
characters in which the name of Lucy 
Ashton is traced on each page, there is on« 
ly a very slight tremulous irregularityi in;^ 
dicative of her state of mind at the time of 
the subscription. But the last signature is 
incomplete, defaced, and blotted ; fop while 
her hand was employed in tracing k, tbift 
bmty tamp of a horse was beard at fte 
gate, sui^eeded by a step in ihe outer gaU 
lery, and a voice, which, in a commandkag 
time, bore down the opposition ofi the me^ 
ntals. The peodropped ii*om Iwuey^s fingers^ 
as she exclaimed with a faint shrtek*-^' He 
is coiDe-»^fa« is cornel" 



• • 



i » • 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

This by hh tongue should be a Montague ! 
Fftch me my.n)pierj b<9 ; 

Now, by the faith and honour of my kin^ 
To strike him dead I hold it not a sm. 

Borneo 9,%d Juttfi. 



« Hajidlt had Mi»si ;i!i;sfatoii dropped tb0 
p€ii^ 'ii^jbii the door of the aparta^M Ikw 
open^and ttie Master of Iia?eix9rv<^'ood en^ 
tai»i >tHei aparimeDt. 

: liOcKlisurd,and another domestic; who had 
in vaiii attempted to oppose fais passage 
thxbugfa &e galierjr or 8citi*chMiber, . were 
seen standing on the threshold transfixed 
with surprise, which was ihstohtly comriiu^ 
nicated tothe whole p^rty in the dtate^rooni; 
Tfaslt of Colonel D(Migks Ashtori was min^. 
gled with reseiitmentj that! of Bucklaw^ 
with haughty and affected ' in dilTerence ; 
^ rest» even Lady Ashton herselfi shew- 



mi? m^Ams. '^pWvi^^'(^ (hb ofbivaii 

whicihLucy vas seated, on whom, tfiififlMi 
coloured ridtijf i«MMK, IfiipliMiMBftMtdiilft 

i&4ut^;imi|fiffoifHai«Afi{)flMii0ftlfiF:fto& 

bad a sword b]^ his side,' afwii^piltiiistmetm. 
MH oHM aM|Md.kMp(|riiloh imaiai^iiot 
l>kftetMnlv<Mfriiibi|^igin^6IiiNJttAKti»md 

yif»Miikl«aMed9l|yQloii(lf«bM^-Add 



m 



H 



macble bust than of a living tfum. I|^f^ 
nniAlMk .morfv no JiyJoa ?»v vonj '(-.■•/•' 

iiitf «ibjmiiiii!»ijt»3!»lia4er ^MIltp«»ffl»<^p| 

-s^lBlidbiaAfK^PHWttoniowa^Bir wMcbflit 
aMfiliianitafe#iQl|pf>fe«i(A)¥<Mt9i;-pf ^ 

in>MJni|^o^%r lM^t(Metf0 JQvaniifB^ 
lctt^9b&M-99Mtrlir)QR(do^ol)'«laiid:flkarii)f 

&Qm the gallery;? 



lontb M\M^t '«!t97)ilght laf cdtttlg totaci 

.. V Be/pati6M» .gentlemen/' soid^ BaMtts^^ 
W^^i turOMg rstmiflj 'towttnAs .tfadm; hadr 

tfa/^ir : MtergttidDii ' ** If you . are ;a8 ; wemyi 
of jour ]ive8 as I am, I wDl find ttai6 and 
pjbed fto.pledgfe mioeVagdoal^iBie' arbofti ; 
^pipfimmti I ft^e no teisuHreH^ tlip dJi^' 
gut^ of triOeiSt'** V . . ^' > 

<< Triflers^ ^echoed ColoDel iA«faidfty 
iialf pbi^^e^hi&g his aword^ while Buekl&w 
laid} hiailiaiid on the hilt of that which* 
Cougeng^lt hftd^bst reached him^ i ' 
. .Sir WiUMm A^htQfii • alarmed fior his soi^dr 
nfiety, rushed between the young n^wifft* 
iUvensvoodj exclainliiig^ f < My soii,9; cbbi- . 
fUiitd^oii-^Biii^law,;! enti^at yeu--^4cecp' 
t^uKpeiO^ aa4ifi(fttttefdf thequeeft imd'^ 
t^..ia«7./' -»/,'" .. . ' . :.y* 

« f« Ill1jbe4lame^Qf^tfae kw of Ckxl^^'csali 
IU.4ifTti»pbent^flii^j(n<sit^.l|lso w^ upliile^ 
hands between Bucklaw, the Cojpne^ and 

f 



like ot^ot of lJ^ur.,fQSfl^^fi)t>~-<* lotbe 
pnote of Qio(i .wbp.bi;ought pe«ee on ewKiw 

aii4 igoo4 .w4U t9 mmklnd, I im^^^ 

beseecb-^X . cofoi^pd y.au. tO;Jiairbear<,^^ 

leoce tow^ds each other. God batetb tb(« 

l»k>QdriJtMi^y .I9I«''-;Iki wfao: ttfitasth iPiitb 
tbe.^n^jrdi «baU pfiftab,.iiiithitti(rj«iQi|i!^'' 

<« Do you, take me for ♦afteg^ :ikr iiittl 

'< orsoa»dt^^>9mrehaii;idl)F^liiitU9^ ti^«^ 
4u]:e ibis ioni^t in.mjKtftthi^^iMi^ j*^<-Ii^ 
mt £or» BuGmaw. ! He. fih^JL^icotpft. to jne^ 
Qr»i^bx/^eaK0Dtr I ^ wil^i «Aab i)iai: wb&tie be^ 

5^ You shsdl BQt tcKiehf faim Jbersi?^ aaid; 
S^ckUw]^.!'^ heonoe gave jme myMn^ nd 
irsite Imitbe d^vilcpine tafljcawayiwitfa the 
vrMe bou^ and g^pcpfBtioo, lie ^faitll^'faaiie 
nothing.but4rirpJay*?. . >!• ' '^^ - 

, .Tbepawion^of ttje tooiymmg.meikthuft 
couot^actiug ^acb otb6ri0»Yj^ifaB^ettai|(^ 
Ittfioreto exchuop, xb a stern and ^^itead^' 

(Aaoger^ take, the. ittiogitwfcwfaBib^^^ 
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to be fomd; nqr mmkn hen via be 
dioftly «ooompfiibed.»-Ie Aat, Madan, 
your baod?" he added in « softer loMb ez- 
teadiag towards Miss AahUm her last let- 

tor. 

A fiuilleriBg ^ Tea," aeeoMid rather to 
weape ficom her liiM|» than to be Uttered w 
ft Vtfluataiy answer. 

^ And 18 llltff also your titod!^ extimding 
tdsrardaher the mutual engagements 
^ EiUcjr remained silent Tenon aod a 
ytt stronger and more ooiifused i^ding^ W 
utterly disturbed her understandnigy that 
she prdbably scarcely oraiprehendM the 
^uesiidn tyst was put to ben 

M If you design^" said Sir WiUiam Ash- 
ton, ^^ to fimnd any legal claim on that 
paper, sir, do not expect to recdve any 
answer to an extra-judicial question,^ 
^ «< Sir William Ashtod," said Ravens wood* 
M I pray you5 «id all who hear mi^ tiiat 
you will not mistaloe my purpose. If this ^ 
yoiniglady> of her own freei^ will, desires the 
iwtoration of tMs contract, as ' her lifter 



# 
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would seem to. imply^-r-therp ia not «t «i- 
tfierea leaf which t)m atltymi^ 1^4 llwt 
bo^t^e heathy tbat k. mwe. if^OflhNjI in 
inj eyes/ But I must and will hesir .ti^ 

truth fro^ her own inapt|bL~inWMVi<)^. this 
sa^faction I will not lea?e t^i{( «{^ .]M(niF* 
derm^tiy numbers you p^mJUy ip^ hut 
I ap an vim^ mfi}^ a|^ a.deppepjvM^ sun* 

i^^<ind I will not die .without 9)|i|^.j|^« 
|c^cei ;.Th^^ is flay reaoj[at]^,3tak^.it as 
rpu o^ajf . I WILL .he»r I^i;^4etcraiiM- 
lon^ fraflpi her own 11199 1^ j irn^a^ ,h^. «|ip 
Dvou^^aloney and wijtbqut ifitiwifW^ ^1^ 
6ear It Now qhus^/' he ss|4^.4l^iiC^ 
sycfd with the right hap4|J>p4/l^^''^^^^ 
tS(^ii;jf the sapae motjpi^.^^^g^a 
^}k belt>i4^^QckV8fti^^l^ 
the point of oneji^^^^ppfi^t^fppp^ 
the other to the^^uijd,-^^^^^^ 

^^^''M^t 5S^fi^jr,ajftf i^*)^t^ 

demand. 

•5 

VOL* in. » 
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. ; . All tecoijied at the sound of his voIee# 
aund the determined action by which it was 
liccqinpanied ; for the ecstasy of real despe* 
ration seldom fails to overpower the less 
energetic passions by which it may be oppo^ 
^d. The clergyman was the first to speak. 
" In the name of God,** he said, " receive 
^n overture of peace from the meanest o* 
his servants. What this honourable per^ 
pon demands, albeit it is urged with over 
violence, hath yet in it something of reason* 
Let him hear from Miss Lucy's own lips 
tfa(a}: she hath dutifully acceded to the will 
0£ her parents, and repenteth her of her co<» 
venant with him ; and when be is assured of 
this, he will depart in peace unto his own 
dwelling, and cumber us no more. Alas ! 
the workings of the ancient Adam are 
dtrong even in the regenerate-— surely we 
i^iQuld bavje long suffering with those wlio^ 
being yet in the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity, are swept forward by the uiw 
controulable current of worldly passioiK 
Let then the Master of Ravenswood have 
the interview on which he insisteth } it can 
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but.be ds a passing paog to this honourable 
Biaiden, since her faith is now Irrevocably 
pledged to the choice of her parents. Let 
it, I say, be thus : it helpDgeth to my func* 
tioos to entjpeajt your honours' <:oinpliaiice 
t^ith this healing overture**' ^ 

«* Never/' answered Lady Ashton, whose 
rage h^d now overcome her first surprise 
and terror — *^ never shall this man speak 
in private with my daughter, the affianced 
bride of another* , Pass frjom this Y60irk 
who will, I remain here. I fear neither hii 
violence ;Qor his weapons, though some," 
she said,. glancing a Ibok towai^ds Qolonei 
Ashton, ** who bear my name, appear more 
moved. by them." , 

<< For God's Giake, madam," answered th^ 
worthy. diviiie, ** add|>ot fuel to firebrands* 
The Master of Raven^wood canpot, I am 
Vi^9 olgect tp your presence, the young 
l«^y'4S:stet« o£ health being considered, ao^ 
yow maternal 4uty. I myself will also 
UMcry} peradventure my jgrey haifs may turn 
away wrath." 
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** You arc welcome to do sp, sir,** siid 
!Ravenswood ; ** and Lady Ashton is also 
welcome to remain, if she shall think pro^ 
per ; but let all others depart" . 

** Rav^iswood/' said Colonel Ashtoo^ 
^ossing him as he Went out, ^* you shaH 
account for this ere long." 

*« When you please/' replied Ravens** 
wood. 

'' But I/' said Bucklaw, with a half 
smile, *< have a prior demand on your lei^ 
sure, a claim of some standing/* 

^< Arrange it as you will," said Ravensk 
wood ; << leave me but this day in peaces 
and I will have no dearer employment on 
earth, to-morrow, than to give you all the 
satisfaction you can desire." 

The other gentlemen left the apartment ; 
but Sir William Ashton lingered. 

^ Master of Ravenswpod," he said, in a 
eonciliating tone, ^ I think I have not de- 
served that you shoidd make this scandul 
and outrage in my family. If you witt 
sheathe your sword, and retire with me into 



th 
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my itudy, I will prove to you» by the most 
Mtisfactory argmneatSi the inutility of your 
prejjeiBt irregular procedure---^-*'' 

^^ To-morrow^ sir-*-to«morrow— to-mor- 
row, I will hear you at lengthy" reiterated 
JRayenswQod, interrupting him ; << this day 
hath its own sacred and indi^ensable busi^ 

He pointed to the dow, and Sir William 
kft the apartment 

Ravenswood sheathed his sword, uncock* 
ed and returned his pistol to his belt, walked 
deliberately to the door of the apartmentf 
which be txdted— returned, raised his hat 
from his forehead, and, gazing upon Lucy 
with eyes in which an expression of sorrow 
overcame their late fierceness, spread his 
dishevelled locks back from his face, and 
said, ** Do you know me. Miss Ashton ? — 
I am still Edgar Ravenswood." She was 
silent $ and he went on, with increasing 
vehemence — *< I am still that £dgar Ra- 
venswood, who, for your affection, renoun- 
ced the dear ties by which injured ho- * 
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nout bound him to seek rengeance. I im 
that Ravens wood, who, for your sake, finr- 
gave, nay, dasped hands in fiiendship with 
fhe oppressor and pillager of his hous6— 
the traducer and murderer of his ftither,'' 

*« My daughter^*^ answered Eady Ash- 
ton, interrupting him, ^ has no occasion 10 
dispute the identity of your person ; the 
venom of your present language is sufficient 
to remind her, that she speaks with the 
mortal enemy of her father.*^ 

*« I pray you to be patient^ maddro,*^an- 
swered Ravenswood ; *^ my answer must 
come from her own lips. — ^Once more, llfiss 
Lucy AshtOD, I am that Ravenswood to 
whom you granted the soletnn engagement, 
which you now desire to retract and can^ 
eel/* 

Lucy's bloodless lips could only faulter 
out the words, «• It was ifly mother.** 

** She speaks truly,** said Lady Ashton ; 
•<« it was I, who, authorised alike by the 
iaws of God and man, advised her, and con- 
curred with her, to set aside an unhappy 



and precipitate engageinent, and to aanul 
it hy the authority of' Scripture itself.'* 
^ •< Scripture i'' said Ravenswood, scorii* 
fully. - 

'* Let him bear the text," said Lady 
A9hton, appealing to the divine,' << on 
which you yoursdf, with cautious reluc- 
tance, declared the nullity of the pretended 
efigagement insisted upon by this violent 



man/' 



The clergyman took his clasped Bible from 
^ his pocket, arid read the following words : 
*^ If a woman vow a fw/w unto ^ Lord, and 
hmd herself by a bondy being in herJiUher's 
house in her youth, and her^fiUher hear her 
tow and her bond, wheretoith she hath botmd 
her smd, tmd kerfatker shall held his penned 
at her, ihJen cM her vow sh4tll etahd.'^ 

^* Aiid was it not even so with us 7' in- 
terrupted Ravenswood. 

<^ Controul thy impatience, young man," 
answered the divine, *^ and he^r what foK 
Iowa in the sacred text :--^< Bu$y^her fa^ 
Iker fallow her in the ddjf thathehear^th 
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with ^ katk bomml her mi^ 9haU ^Umtk 
And the Lml ^Mljfi^gme her, heemeeher 
father dieaOewed herr' 

<* And was aot«'' said- Lady Ashtoo, 
fiercely aad triumpbantly breaking iD>«-^ 
<^was not out's the case stated in. boly 
writ ?<~ Will this piBrBon deny^ that the in* 
stant her parents bewd of the vow^ or bond^ 
by which our daughter had bound her soul^ 
we disavowed the sa«ie in the most express 
tenns» and informed him by writmg of our 
determination V^ 

<* And is tUs alir said RaTenswood^ 
looking atXiU<7—»^ Are you iBiUng to bar 
ter swMn ftitb^ the exercise of firee*wilK and^ 
the feelings of mutual aftction» to this 
wretched hypocritical sophistry 7^ 

'< Hear him !" said Lady Asbton^ looking 
to the clergyman— ^< hear the Uaspbemer !" 

«< May God foigive him/* said Bide«tbe- 
bent» *< and enlighten has ignorance !'' 

'^ Hear what I have sacrificed for you^'' 
said Ravenswoo^ still addressiiig Luegft 
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<< Jtn yon Maetioo wlMtt hw been done in 
y^m niflieb The hommr of wa ancient 
fiunily, the ufgent advice of my best friend^ 
kate been in v«n used to swi^ iny resola- 
tioB) neither the afj^iMDeats-ofreason^nM 
the pMtenls of siipentitioii» ha^e shaken 
my fideitjt. The ireiy dead have arisen to 
"tmrn roe, and their warning has been de* 
spttoi. Are yoa pnepared to pierce my 
heait A(€ its iddity, with the very weapon 
HMxk my rash eooidenoe entrusted to 
yottrgrsspi" 

^ Master of Ravraswood,'* said Lady 
Ashton, ** y6u have asked what questions 
yon thou^t fit. You see the total incapa* 
dty of my daughter to answer you. But 
I will cepiy^for her, and in a manner whidi 
you cannot dispute. You desire to know 
whe&er Lncy Ashton^ of her own fiee^will, 
desires to annul the engagement into which 
she has beefn trepanned. You have her let- 
ter under her own hand, demanding the 
surrender of it \ and, iti yet more fiiH evi- 
denoe of htr purpose, here is tiie contract 

d2 



if %£a*m or my isAnuumsu 

whioli 8h0 hajs tbia aoroing jsabi^iiieilr ift 
pref^ence (>f tJ)is revei^nd gentkiimnt willi 
Mr Ht^ton of BticklaWi" ' 

RaveMwood gtfod. tip^n the deed, mM 
^trified* . ^ And it whb mtitliottt fraiid/.ar 
^lOfnpulsiaiiy'' said, he^ looking; towflrda tbe 
«lefgyman, << tb^ Miss JMfc^on julntiibiM 
this parchiB0nt F*^ . . ? 

« I vouch it upmi my sacred cbanuAc^'^ 
' ^< Tbis}s,ii^eed;madaiti>^an:'UiidismyUe 
piece of evidence," said Ravefiswcmi atirai* 
ly ; << and it will be equally untecesaKy 
and dishonourable to waste another, word 
in useless refiSK>nstrance or reproaah* Tbdrl^ 
madam/' he said, laying down be&reXuey 
the signed paper and the. brokw piecejc^ 
gold — « there are the evidences of.ywur 
first engagemeoat ; may you be Biojce £Mth* 
fol to that which you have ^juat Ibraded^ ll~ 
will trouble you to return the ooireapoac^ 
ing tokens of .mjjr iU*plaeed cwfidca iep yi j 
Qugbt rather to say of my egiregiQiia fotty)^^ 

Lucy retoroed tbe seoi:nfal glMK^fiilMN' 
lover with m gaae, from whiob pocOQfilHNi 



ttemed to have bem bmidied; yet she 
wemed pitftly to have imdenlcod his meaBr 
iog, for she faised h^ hands as if to undo 
a Woe ribbon which she were around her 
neck. She was unaUe to accomplish her 
purpose, but Lady Aj^tOn out the ribbon 
nraodef, and detaehed the broken , pieoe 
of gdd whioh Miss Ashton had tail them 
worn concealed in lier bosom ; the written 
obnnterpart of tiie lovers' eng^em^nt she 
for some time had had in her own possesr 
Moii«. With a haughty curtsey, she deliver** 
ed both to Ravenswood, who waa much 
^softened when he took the piece of gol(J. 
V •«. And she could wear it thus," he said-^ 
^>eaking :to himself*-^^^ could wear it in 
het vtry boicmif-^^could wear k next to. her 
Jiear t ■ eve n . whm^-but complaint: avails 
aiotin tee. said,. dashing froaa his eye (he tear 
wbiokr had gMhered in it, and.resun»iig the 
^atemeoaqposureof his manner*- He strode 
to the (hiauiiy»an4 thceif int9;the fire^the 
pnpir;iHld' ptoee^it*: isldy atempii^ Ujpon 
dK oath with the bed of bis boot as if to 



inraie their dertractmu <« I viU be mi 
Itegw,'' becben said, ^ m ietraiar Imrei^ 
Your evil wMiea, ai^ your weiBe offieeSf 
Lftdy Aabton, I wMl only ntxmh by boping 
these wiU be your last anehiiiatiiHis ugBiamk 
your daughtei^s honour and ba|ppiMss.«^ 
And. to you, madam*" be said, addnesMg 
Lucy, ^ I have nothing fifftber to say, eB# 
cept to pray to God that you may not b^ 
come a woildlB wondcs fiir this act of wtk 
fid and d^betate pef)inry.*'«*-iiav^ nttw* 
ed these wosda^ he tunwd onfais heel, and 
left the apartment. 

Sir Wilfiam Ariiton, by ratiealy and aa» 
Ibority, had detained bis son and Bucldaw 
in a distant put of the castle, vin mder to 
prevent their again meeting with BMireoMm 
wood i but as the Master descended the 
great staircase^ Lockhard delivered him a 
Wl^ signed Shcdto Douglaa Aditon, r^ 
questing tolmow where the Mater of Ra-* 
yenswood would be heard of Asur or fiM 
days from hence, as the wrtter.bad fa«s^ 
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MM «f weight to settle vrMk Imi, so soon as 
t»iiiipofteotftinify event had taken places 

^ Tell CoftDnel Asirton,'' said Ravens^ 
wisodt cADposeily, ^ i shal be firand at 
Wirif "^ Crag when bis leisuie aenres him*'' 

Aa hm descended the ontwaid stair which 
led ftom the ti^rrace^ he was a second time 
hsterrapted fay Gfaigengdlt, who, on the 
part of his principal, tiie Laird of Budclaw* 
tspressed a hope, tluit Ravenswood would 
sot ieaiw Scotknd withiii ten days at least; 
as he had both former and recent civilities 
for wlw^b to express his gratitude. 

M Tett your master," said Ravenswood 
fiercdy, ^ to chose his own time. He wifi 
find me at Wdf ^s Crag, if his purpose is not 
ferestaUed**' 

f* My maoMx'?^ r^Ked Craigengelt, en*- 
couraged 1^ seeing Colonel Ashton and 
Bucfclaw at the bottom of the terrace^ 
^ gxre me leave to say, I know of no such 
person upon earth, nor will I permit such 
ho^glflige to be Med to me«" 

^ Seek your master, then, in hell !" ex- 
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claimed Ravehswood» giving way to the 
fWtoion he had hitherto restrained^ and 
throwitig Craigengelt from him with such 
rkAtncer that he roUed dowa die steps^ and 
lay senseless at the foot of thissi — << I am 
a fool," he instantly add^, ^ to vent my 
passion upon a caitiff so worthless.^ 

He then mounted his horse» which at hit 
^val he had secured to a balluatrade in 
fitmt of the castle, rode very slowly paH 
Bocklaw and Colonel Ashton^ xaisii:^ him 
hat as he past each, and looking in their 
faces steadily . while he odBfered' this .mute 
salutation^ which was returned by both 
widi the same stern gravity. JlavenswocMl 
walked oii wkh equal delibefatton imtU 
he reached the head of the avenue, m if to 
shew that he rather courted thaii avoided 
interni^piion. When he had passed the up* 
per gate, he turned his horse, and Idokdd 
at the castle with a Rxede^^^i theo sebqpun 
io . Us. good steed, and .dqwted with the 
speed of a dtou>n.*diaiajsfl»l by lfae'ra<Ht»b 
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iCHAPTER Vll. 

*< Who COOKS from the bridal chfuab^.r* ^ 

It is Azrael» the angel of death. 

Thalaba, 

• • • ■ , 

APT£a the dreadful sce)ie that bad taken 
j^aoe at the castle, Lucy was transported 
to her. own chamber, where she remained 
for some time in a istate of absolute stupor* 
Yet afterwards, in the course of the ^nsu* 
^e 4&y« ^ seemed to have recovered, 
not merely her spirits and resolution, but 
a .sort of flighty levity, that was foreign 
^ her ciiiaracter and sltuatioiij and which 
was at times checguered by fits of deep sit 
leiice and melancholy, and of capricious 
pettishness. Lady Ashton' bei^ame mueh 
aktrmed, and consulted the family physi- 
fiws; !l^ut as her pube^indicatedno change, 
Itiegr^coulil only say that the disease was Qti 
jtheapirits^and recommend^ gentle exercise 
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and amusement Miss Ashtdn never alhid* 
ed to what had passed in the state-room* 
It seemed doubtful even if she wtt con- 
sdous of it, for she was often observed to 
raise her hands to her neck, as if in search 
of the ribbon that had been taken froib it^ 
and mutter,in surprise and discontent, when 
she could not find it, *< It was the Hnk that 
bound me to life.'* 

Notwithstanding all these remar&abte 
symptoms, Lady Ashton was too deeply 
pledged, to delay her daughter's marriage 
even in her present state of health. It 
cost her much trouble to keep up ^be 
&ir side of appearances towards Buck* 
law. She Was well aware, that if he onc(^ 
saw any reluctance on her daughter's part, 
he would break off the tr^eaty, to flier 
great personal shame and dishonour. She 
therefore resolved, that, if Lucy contfL 
nued passive, the marriage should taki^ 
place upon the day that had been previou!^ 
ly fixed, trusting that a change of place, of 
Mtuationi and of character, would operate 
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a move apeidy and cAfetaal cufeupoD Ui^ 
unsettled spirits of hef daughter^ than could 
be attained bj the alow measures which the 
medioal men recommended. Sir WiUtam 
Astepn's views of family aggrandisement^ 
and Us^eaire to strengthen himself against 
the measorea of the Marquis of A---*-# 
readily induced him to acquiesce in what 
he could not have perhaps resisted if wil- 
lii^ tD:d0 so. As for the young ment 
Bttcldaw and Colonel Ashton» they protest* 
edy that aitor what Jiadliappened, it would 
be most didionounhl& to postpone for a 
si^e hour the time appointed for the mar^ 
riage, as it would be genemlly ascribed to 
thek being intimidated by the intrusive vi* 
sit and threats of Ravenswood. 

BcK^Uaw would indeed have been inca- 
pid>le of such precipitation^ had he been 
aware ei the state of Miss Ashto^'s healthy 
or rather of her mind. But custom, upon 
tiiese occanofiSy permitted only turief and 
sparing intercourse tietween the bridfi^oom 
and the biidej a circumstance so well imp 
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proved by Lady Asbton, tbat BucUaw nef*- 
ther saw nor Suspected.* 

On the eve of the bridal day, Lucy ap« 
peared to have one of her ^ of levity, and 
surveyed with a degree of girlish interest 
the various preparations of dr^s, i^c^ 89C«» 
which the di&rent members of the &ttiily 
had prepared fpr the occasion. 

The morning dawneid bright and cheer- 
ily. The bridal gu^ts assembled in gallant 
troops from distant quarters. Not only the 
relations of Sir William Asfaton, .dnd the 
still more dignified connections of his lady, 
together with the numerous kinsoien and 
allies of the bridegroomi were present up^ 
on this joyful ceremony^ gallantly, mostnt* 
ed« arrayed, and caparisoned, but almost 
every presbyterian family of distinction, 
within fifty miles, made a point of attend- 
ing upon an occasion which was consider- 
cd as giving a sort of triumph . over the 
Marquis of A-^-^— , in the perscm ol* his 
kinsman. Splendid refreshmmts awaited 
the guests on thek arrival^ and after it was 
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fioisfaedy the cry was to hone. The bride 
was led forth betwixt her brother Henry 
and* her mother. Her gaietj of the prece- 
ding day had giyen ride to a deep shade of 
inehmcholy, which, howeTer, did not nii»f 
becolne an occasion so momentous^ There 
was a light in her eyes^ and a colour ia her 
cheek, which had not been kindled for 
many a day, and which, joined to her great 
beaiuty, and the splendour of her dress and 
jewels, occasioned her entrance to be greet- 
, ed with an universal murmur of applause^ 
in which even Uie ladies could not refrain 
themselves from joining. . While the caval-i 
eede were getting to horse. Sir William 
;^hton, a man of peace and of form, cen^ 
sored his son Henry for having begirt him- 
self wkh a military sword of preposterous 
length, belonging to hia brother. Colonel 
Ashton. 

" If you must have a sword,** he said^ 
^^upon such, a peaceful occasion, why dt4 
|(0u not use the .short weapon sent &qix^ 
Edinburgh on purpose ?** 
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The boy viadicAted liimsel^ by saying it 
was lost 

** You put it out of the 'Way yourself^ I 
suppose^'* said his father^ <* out of ambition 
to wear that thing that might have served 
Sir William Wallace^^but never mind, g^ 
to horse now^ and tidce care of your sis* 
ter.'* 

The boy did so, and was placed in the 
centre of the gallant train. At the time 
he was too full of his own appearance, his 
sword, his laced cloak, his feathered hai^ 
and his managed horse, to pay much regard 
to any thii^ else ; but he afterwards re» 
membered to the hour of his death, that 
when the hand of his sister, by which Ait 
supported herself on the pillion behind hun^ 
touched his own, it felt as wet and cold as 
aepolchral marble. 

Glancing wide over hiU and dale, the 
£ur bridal procession at last reached the 
parish chureii, which they neaily filled; 
for, besides domestics, above a hundred 
gentlemen and ladies were present upon 
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the occasion. The marriage ceremony was 
performed, according to the rites of the 
presbyterian persuasion, to which Buck- 
law of late had judged it proper to con- 
iform. 

On the outside of the 6haf€h, a h*beral 

-dole was distribated to the poor of the 
Beighbouring parishets, under the direction 
df Johnny Mortheuch^ who had htely been 
promoted from his desolate qoarters at the 
Hermitage, to fill the more eligible sttu^ 
tion of sexton at the parish-charch of Ra- 
Tenswood. Dame Gourlay, with two Of 
hmr contemporariesy the same who assisted 
at Alice's late-wake, seated apart up<m a 
fiat monnment, or Ihrakgk^siane^ sate envi^i 
ously comparing the shares which had been 
allotted to them in dmdiBg the dole. 

'^ Johnny Mortheueh,'* said Annie Win- 
nie, *' might hae minded auld lang sjm^ 
and thought of his anld kknmera^ for as 
bsaw as he is with his new black coat I 
hae gotten but five herring instead o' sakf 
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and this disna look like a gude saxpennys, 
and I dare say this bit morsel o' beef is an 
.unce lighter than ony that's been, dealt 
.Foupd ; and it's a bit o' the tenony hioughr 
mair by token, that your's, Maggie, is put 
o* the back-sey." 

♦* Mine, quo'«he ?** mumbled the paralytie 
iiag, " mme is half banes, 1 trow. If grit 
i(Ak gie poor bodies ony thing for coming 
to their weddings and burials, it suld*be 
something that wad do them gude^ I think* 

«* Their gifts," said Ailsie Gourlay, « arc 
-dealt for nae love of usH-nor for respect 
%r whether we feed or starve. They wad 
•gie us whinstanes for loaves, if it would 
•serve their ain vanity, and yet they expect 
us to be as gratefu' as they ca' it, as if they 
served us for true love and likeiog." 

«* And that's truly said,** answered* her 
•companion. 

** But, Ailsie Gourlay^ ye'rethe auldesto' 
ius three, did ye ever see a mair grand hn^ 
dair* 
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*• I wintia say that I have," ans\^ered the 
h^ ; << but I think soon to see as braw a 
burial.'* ' 

*^ And that wad please me as weel," said 
Annie Winnie; " for there's as large a 
dole^ and folk are no obliged to grin and 
laugh) sind mak murgeons^ and wish joy to 
these hellicat quality* that lord it ower us 
like brute beasts. I like to pack the dead 
dole in my lap, and rin ower my auld 
rhyme,-^ 



* M J loaf inrtij lap^ my penny in my purse. 
Thou, art ne'er the better, and I'm ne'er the woxse/ 



u 



^« That's right, Annie," said the paralytic 
woman ; <* God send us a green Yule and 
a fet kirk-yard !" . 

• *« But I wad like to ken, Lucky Gourlay, 
for ye're the auldest and wisest amang us, 
vfbSk o- these revellers' turns it will be to 
be streekit first." 

<< D'ye see yon dandilly maiden," said 
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Dame Gourlay, ** a* glistenin' wi* goud ind 
jewels, that they are mounting on the white 
horse behind that hare-brained callant in 
scarlet, wi' the lang swor<l at hii side?" 

<< But that's the bride !" Baid her compa- 
tiion, her cold heart tottched with sotae 
sense of compassion ; •* that's the very 
bride herselU £h, whow! sae ypung, sae 
braw, and sae boBinie-^and is her time jsa^ 
short?" 

" I tell ye her winding sheet,'* said the 
sybil, " IS up as high as het throat already, 
believe it wha list. Her sand has but few 
grains to run out, and nae wonder— -they've 
been weel shaken. The leaves are wither- 
ing fast^on the trees, but she'll never see 
the Martinmas wind gar them dance in 
swirls like the fairy rings.*^ 

^* Ye waited on her for a quarter,** said 
the paralytic woman, ^< and got twa red 
pieces, or 1 am far beguiled." 

. ** Ay> ay," answered Ailsie, with a bitter 
grin ; ^' and Sir William Ashton promised 

8 
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tfxt It botoie red gown to tbe boo^ o** that 
«p-a stake, and a chain, and a.t^r b^rrefU^ 
lass !*— what think ye o' that for a propine ?, 
•^^for being up early and doun late for 
fourscorj^ nights and oiair wi'his dwining 
daughter* But.be may H^ep it for his ain 
lady, cummers.'' 

*« I hae heard a sough,** said Annie Win-, 
nie, *'' as if Lady Ash ton was nae canny 
body." 

" D'ye see her yonder/' said Dame Gour- 
lay, '* as she prances on her grey gelding 
out at the kirk-yard ? — there's mair o' utter 
deevilry in that woman, as brave and fair- fa- 
shioned as she rides yonder, than in a' the 
Scotch witches that ever flew by moon* 
light ower North-Berwick Law." 

« What's that ye say about witches, ye 
damned bags ?" said Johnnie Mortheugh ; 
^ are ye casting ye're cantraips in the very 
kirk-yard, to mischiove the bride and brides 
grpom ? Get awi^' hame, for if I tak my 
souple t'ye, I'll gar ye find the road faster 
tlian ye wad like." 

VOL. ir. E 
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«< Eh t sirs T ati'swe^ed Ailsie Gkniriay ^ 
•* how bra* are we wf our new black cJoat ani* 
our wtel'pouthered beadi as if w6 hfad never 
kenned hunger nOr thirsC otirsi^ils! and- 
well be screwing up our bit fiddle^ doubt* 
lesSi in the lia' the night, aihalig a' th6 
other elbo* jiggers for mil^s r6utid^ef» 
see if the pins haud^ Johrmie-^thalfs a*, lad." 

" 1 takfe ye a' to witness, gufde pec^pte,- 
said Mortheugh, ^' that she threatens me 
wi' mischief, and forespeaks me. If ony- 
thing biit gude happens to me of my fiddid 
this'night, Til make it riie i)teckdst night*fir 
job she ever stirred in. lil hae her' before 
Presbytfery ' aiid Syhod-^riii 'naif a mini- 
ter myserj now thait I'm at bfedral in an in- 
habited parish,"^ 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt 
these hags a6d the rest of ' mankind had 
steeled their hearts against all' itnpresi^ldns 
of festivity, this was by no means the caStf 
with the muliitiide alt large. IhS spleim 
dour of the bridal retinue— tlie gay dresses 
'.— the spirited horses— tfie blithesome ap- 



lljBarffipft oCi^e^ haqtlsqn)^ women »nd.gal. 
laiit gentl^eia assembled} upon ttie dcca- 
sipOai hac^^thfi uis^al, efiecit upon the minds 
G^d^.the pqpjiJ^^ace* . ,*]^he repeated shouts, of 
« Ashtpn^pd Buql^a^w^for e dis- 

e^rg^ of pi$,toIs, ^up;^, 9.ad maske^oons, to . 
mve; wb^t was pallpd^the Jbridal shot, evin- 

* ' • - * 4, ' ^ ■ • I 

oed the iptc^ff gt the peppie jtook in the oc- 
casiJoDof the cavalcadiPy, as ^they accompa- 
nied it upon their return to the castlje. If 
there was here and there an elder peasant 
cr his wife who sneered at the pomp of the 
upstart family, and remembered the days 
of the long-descended Ravenswoods, even 
they» attracted by the plentiful chec^ which 
the castle that day afforded to rich and 
poor, held their way thitlier, and acknow- 
ledged, notwithstandii^ their prejudices, 
the influence of I'Aft^hitrian ou ton dine. 

Thus accompanied with the attendance 
both pf rich an4, poor, Lucy returned to 
her father's house. Bupklaw used his pri- 
vilege of ridiog ne;xt to the bride, but, 
new to such a siituation^ rather endeavour- 
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ed to attract attention by Uie display of 
hid person and horsemanship, than by any 
4ittempt to addr^s her in private. They 
reached the cadde' in 'safety, amid ethoo- 
sand joyous acdamafions; 

It is well kno^n that the weddings of 
ancient days were celebrated with a ftstivc 
pubKcity rejected by the delicacy of mo- 
dern times. The marriage-guests upon tb^ 
p)*esent occasion were regaled with a ban- 
quet of unbounded profusion, the relics 
of which, after the domestics had feasted 
in their turn, were distributed among the 
^houtitig crowd, with as many barrels of 
ale as made the hilarity without correspond 
to that within the castle. The gentlemen, 
according to the fashion of the times, in« 
dulged, for the most part, in deep draughts 
of the richest wines, while the ladies^ pre- 
pared for the ball, which always closed a 
bridal entertainment, impatiently expected 
iheir arrival in the state gallery. At length 
l^e social party broke up at a late hour, and 
the gentlemen crowded into the saloon. 




'tS^^j^J^i 
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aod, enliveiifid by wine and the joyful occa* 
mon^ laid aside their swords and banded 
their impatient partners to the floort The 
music already rung from the gallery, aloiiig 
the fretted roof of .the ancient state apart- 
m&it^ AjeoQ^ing to aferi0t^etiqllette| the 
jbictde Qug^t to have opmed the haU» but 
JUdy AahiUN^ 4palRtng an apcdogy.OA ap- 
fimv9A of Jbiw:4a^ghtaifaihea^h, 4^6fered h» 
4mn hwdto Siie)ilair»aa aulpiitutelorher^ 

.. Bat fti lAdy Aibtxm, . raised her head 
igcs«ef»<Uy9 expeetii^ the Jtratn at which 
ifihe W9» tQ ibogiA tit» >4i^n«e^ she was so 
jnuch stl:^ok h(y mi unfCKpMted aliteijatiQp 
in (the ornaments of the < apartfoentj that 

abe waa surprised wko an e2|clamation,--r 
f^ Who has4«»4 <» <^b^^^ the pictures f' 
. All Jl9oked.iipi» and ihose who knew thp 
jusu^}: statQ of tthei apiartineat» observed^ 
urith sucp^se^ that the picture of Sir Wil* 
liam V Ashton^s father was removed from its 
.f^aqet and in its stead that of pld Sir Ma- 
Use Ravenswood seemed to frown wrath 
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and vengeance upon the party assembled 
below. The exchange tniist have beein 
made while the apartment* were empty, 
but had not been observed' uhtil the torcli* 
es and lights in the sconces were kmdled 
for the ball. The haughty and heated spi- 
rits of the gentlemen led them to demand 
an immediate enquiry into the cause of what 
they deemed an affront to their host and tor 
themselves ; but Lady Ash ton, recovering 
herself, passed it over as the freafc of a crazy 
wench who was maintained about the castle, 
dnd whose susceptible imagination had been 
^observed to be much affected by the stories 
^hich Dame Gourlay delighted to tell con* 
cerning " the former fartiily," so Lady Ash- 
fon named the Ravenswoods. The obnox- 
ious picture was immediately removed, aifd 
the ball was opened by Lady Ashtott with 
a grace and dignity which supplied the 
"charms of youth, and almost verified the 
extravagant encomiums of the elder part 
of the company, who extolled her perfoma- 
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izeice .as iac exceediog the danciDg of the 
rising genecation. 

When Lady Ashton sat down, she was 
not surprised to find. that her daughter had 
left the apartment,, and she herself follow- 
ed, eager to obviate any impression. which 
^ might have been made upon her nerves by 
can incideut.30 likely to aff|^:t them as the 
.gaysterious .transposition, of the portraits. 
Apparently she found her. apprehensioos 
groundless, for she returned in about an 
hour, and whispered the bridegroom^ who 
extricated himself from the dancersy . and 
. yanished from the apartment The instru* 
nents now played^ their loudest strains— 
the dancers pursued their exercise with all 
the .enthusiasm inspired by youth, mirth, 
rand high spirits, when. a. cry was heard so 
.shrill and pierciug,.as at once to arrest the 
dance and the ipusic* All stood motion- 
• less; but when the yell was again repeated. 
Colonel Ashton snatched a torch frond the 
sconoe, and demanding the key of the bri- 
dal-chamber from Henry, to whom, as 



1 04 TALS8 ^09 Jn iMHIMLOBSh 

bride's-nian, it had heeo «iitnttted» tviAbA 
thither, followed by Sir William «id Ladgr 
Asbton, and odc or two others, near ^rela* 
lions of tbe family. The bridal gctfesla 
waited their return in stiipified amaze^ 
ment. ■ 

Arrived at the door of the apartment^ 
Colonel Ashton knodced atid- called, but 
received BO antwer, eaccept «tiflad gvaaai* 
He hesitated no longer to open the door tof 
the apartment, in w^icb he fouod opfKiii^ 
tion,. from something which lay agaixnl; it* 
When be bad aucdeeded in openii^ it, die 
body of the bridegroom was found tying eo 
the tbiteshold ef the bridal- chamber, and ail 
around was flooded with biood. A cry of 
surprise :aiid horror was sadaed by aU pre* 
sent ;. and the company^ excited by this 
new akrm^ began to rush tumultuously to* 
wards the sleeping apartment Gotooei 
Ashton,^ first whimpering to his motber,«tr 
<< Search for her--«she has murdered :him4'' 
drew his sword, planted htimelf in the past- 
age, and declared he would sixtkt no asati 
to pass excepting the clergyman, and the 



piiidiMl praftton ^ pmmit. By tbeir bmsU 
ifure». fiudcUnr, wha still hraathed, wm 
raised from tiie ground^ and toiiiiported to 
WMiher aparUoeot where, his Inends^ full 
of wfyifiiim and «wwuriii& ^ssc^oftbled 
round him to learn the opinion of the sur* 
00on* - 

In the mean while^ Lady J^ahton^ iier 
hnsbaody and their assistantoi in vain sought 
iMcy in the )}iidal bed and in the chamber. 
There was no prii^ate fMss^ge from the 
roomy and they began to thmk 4fas^t' she 
must have thrown herself from the window^ 
when one of the eompany, holding his 
torcb lower than the rest^ discovered apme^ 
tbiiig white in the comer of the great old4 
fashioned chimney .of the apartment. Hem 
they ibmul the .uiifortunate girl» seated, or 
father eouehed Uke.a .^e.npon its IbrmF-^ 
beri^ead-gisar diebiNfelled; her night- clotbea 
tMn and.dabbled with blood^*''*4ier eyes ^a^ 
^d; and her feateneStCpo^i^ulsedinto awild 
paroxysm ofiamiuty. When 3he saw het^ 
«^4jtVi^W^f9k» gibb^eidl^ m^moHths^ 

^2 
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and pointed at ♦hem wiA^ her i Woody ^a* 
gers, with the frantic gestures -of ah e:kull> 
ing demoniac. 

Female assistance was now bs^ily sum- 
moned ; the unhappy bride W^ overpowe^> 
ed^ not without the use of i^n^ force. Ais 
they carried her over the threshold^ she 
looked down, and utteried ihe tifoly affd- 
cnlate word^ that she iiad yet^poken, say^* 
ing, with a sort of gririning exultation,-Mi. 
** Soj you have ta^h up youfr hoimre Iwridei- 
groom ?*' She was by the 'shuddering ^fl&- 
sistants conveyed to another and more re- 
tired apartment, where she was secured as 
heV situation required, and closely wate^hed. 
The unutterable agony of the parents — 
the horror and confusion of all who were 
in the castle— the fury of contending pas-^ 
siofis between the friends of the different 
parties, passions augmented by preyifH]&. 
intemperance, surpass description. » -- 

The surgeon was the first who obtained 
something like a patient hearing ; he pro* 
nounced that the wound of^Bucklaw, tbougk 
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severe and dangerous, waa by no means 
Atalt but might readily be rendered so.bjr 
disturbance and hasty removal. This si- 
lenced the numerous party of Bueklaw's 
friends, who had previously insisted 4hat 
lie stiould, at ail rates, be transported from 
the castle to the nearest of their houses. 
Tbiey still demanded, however, that, in con- 
flideratton of what had happened, four of 
their nnnaber should remain to watch ov6r 
the sick'bed of tj^eir friend, aad that a suit- 
able nurnb^ of their domestics, well armed, 
should also remain ra the castle. Tliia^^o- 
dition being aceeded to on the part ofCo- 
lonel Ashton and fius^ father, the rest of the 
bridegropm's f riend^ ^ laft > the ca<$tle, not- 
rwithstanding the iiour ami the darkness of 
4be night. Tte ^rteB't>f the medical man 
JWBiQ nisxt^emploiyed in behalf of Miss Ash- 
^0ii,v.wfaomibe|ironDuneed tx>be in a veiy 
dangerous stater F«Piher ooedicd asisist- 
iisuicewas imrmediateiy summoned. AU.nit/ht 
abe remained delirious. On the mornings 
she^li into a &tate of absolute insensibility. 
rrhfi.^next evening, the physicians said. 



iBfiould be the ei;ms of her malady.^ It pro- 
ved aOf for although shp am^ke: from her 
traaee with some appearance of calmneaq^ 
imd fittffiired her mght^cloihm to be ohaii* 
ged, or put in m^er/ yet «o soon as she 
.put her hand to her neck, 96 if to search 
ffr the fiitai blue ribbon, a tide of reooU 
loptions seemed to rush upon her, which • 
her mind imd body were alike incapable ^ 
beariag. Convulsion followed convulsioB, 
till they closed ifi death, without her bekig 
^le to utter a word ^cplanatory of the fatal 
scene. . . 

The provincial judge of the^ ^district ar- 
rived 1^ day after the young kdy had e^^^ 
pired^ and executed, though with-aH pos- 
sible delicacy to the afflicted family^ tbe^ 
i painful duty of enquiring into tbiB ikt^ 
traxisaction. '-■ But there occurred nothiiig 
to explain the general hypothecs that the 
Inride, in a suddm fit of insanity, liad stab- 
bed the bridegroom at the threshold of the 
apartment. The fatal weapon was found 
.IB the chamber, smeared with bloods it 
^as the same poniaird which Henry should 
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have worn upon the wedding-dary, aad 

which his unhappy sister had probablxy cod- 

trived to secrete upon the succeeding ev^n^ 

ing, when it had been shewn to« her anuHig 

other articles cf preparation for the wed- 

ding« 

The friends of BucMaw expected tha|; 

upon his recovery he would throw some 

light upon this dark story, and eagerly 

pressed him with en<)iiiries» which for some 

tinae he evaded under pretext of weakness. 

When» howeyervbe had been transported 

to hi? own house, and was cpnsidered as in 

ajstateof c6nvales^nce^heanelabl6d those 

persons, both male, and female, who had 

considered themselves as entiUed to press 

him on tbid subject, and i^etui* ned them 

thinks for Ihe interest they ha4 expressed 

iq his behalf,! and ti^ir offers: of adbej:'ence 

ubA > support. '< I ^ish yotii ^1>" 5 he said, 

<< my friends, to understand^ however, that 

I have neifcber story to tell, nor injuries tp 

javenge;. If a lady shall question me hence- 

Jprward upon the incidents of that unhap- 

10 
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■ 

py night, I shall remain silent, and in fb* 
ture consider her as desirous to break off 
her friendship with me. But if a gentle-^ 
man shall ask me the same question, I shall 
regard the incivility as equivalent to an in^ 
vitation to meet him in the Duke's Walk, 
and I expect that he will rule himself ac* 
Cbrdingly." 

A declaration so decisive admitted no 
commentary; and it was soon after seen 
that Bucklaw had arisen from the bed of 
sickness a sadder and a wiser man than he 
had hitherto shewn himself. He dismissed 
Craigengelt from his society, but not with- 
out such a provision as, if well employed^ 
might secure him against indigence, and 
against temptation. 

Bucklaw afterwards went abroad, and 
never returned to Scotland ; nor was he 
known ever to hint at the ciixsumstancea 
attending his fatal marriage. By many 
readers this may be deemed overstrained, 
romantic, and composed by the wild ima» 
gination of an author, desirous of gratiQr* 
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ing the popular appetite for the horrible ; 
but those who are read in the private family 
history of Scotland during the period in 
iirhich the scene is .laid, will readily dis* 
cover, through the disguise of borrowed 
names and ^dded incidents, the leadinj^ 
particulars of an ower taub tale. 
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CHAPTER yiH. 

I 

WIkmb ixund's so marbled^ and liiB-heart to baid^ 

That would not^ when this huge mishap was heard> 

To th' utmost note of sorrow set their song^ 

To see a gallant^ with so great a graoe^ 

So suddenly unthought on^ so o'erthrown^ 

And so to perish^ in so poor a place. 

By too rash riding in a ground unknown ! 

Poem, in Nishefs Heraldry, Vol. II. 

We have anticipated the course of time 
to mention Bucklaw's recovery and fat.e, 
that we might not interrupt the detail of 
events which succeeded the funeral of the 
unfortunate Lucy Ashton. This melancholy 
ceremonj^^ was performed in the misty dawn 
of an autumnal morning, with as little at- 
tendance and ceremony as could possibly be 
dispensed with. A Very few of the nearest 
relations attended her body to the same 
churchyard to which she had so lately been 
led as a bride, with as Httle free-will, perhaps, 
upon that former occasion, as could be now 
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testified by her lifeless and pasuTe remains* 
Ao aisle adjacent to the church had been 
fitted up by Sir William Ashton as a farailj 
cemetery ; here» in a coffin bearing neither 
name nor date, were consigned to dust the 
remains of what was once lovely^ heaMiiul^ 
and innocent, though exasperated to phren- 
zy by a long tract at unremitting perse^ 
cution. While the mourners were busy in 
the vault, the three village hags^ who, not* 
withst^ing t)ie unwonted earliness of the 
hour, had snuffed the carrion like yuItureSf 
were ^ted on the «* ^hrough-stj^ne,'' and 
engaged in their wonted oinbfdlowed con- 
ference. 

'^ Pi4 not I say,'* said Darne Gourlaj;^ 
^^ thf^t the braw bridal would be fallowed 

by 99 br^w a fungal ¥' 

* —^ ' ' * 

. «* .1 think," answered Dame Winnies, 

^< there's little bravery at it ; neither meat 

nor drink, and just a wheen silver tippences 

taihe^pflot folk} it was little worth while 

to come sae far road lor sae sma' profit, and 

us sae fraiL" 

" Out, wretch r* replied Damp Gourlajr, 
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'«• can a' the dainties they could gi'^e M be 
•half sae sweet as this hcmr's vengeance ? 
'There they are that were capering on their 
prancing nags four days since, and they are 
now ganging as driegh and sober as oilrselis 
the day. They were a* glistening wi' gowd 
and silver — they're now as black as the 
.trook. And Miss Lucy Ashton, that grud- 
'^ed when an honest wotnan came near her^ 
a taed may sit on her coffin the day, and 
'she never scunner when he croaks. And 
Lady Ashton has hell- fire buf'ning in her 
breast by this time ; and Sir William, wi' 
-his gibbets, and his faggots, and his chains, 
how likes he the witcheries of his ain 
'dwelling house ?'* ' 

«* And is it true then,'* mumbled the 
paralytic wretch, " that the bride was trail- 
•ed out of her bed and up the chimley by 
evil spirits, and that the bridegroom's face 
»Was wrung round ahint him ?" 
'' •* Ye needna care wha did it, or how it 
•was donei" said Ailsie Gourley ; .** but Wl 
uphaud it for nae sticket job, and that tlie 
'hiids and ladies ken this day«^' 
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' ^ And was it true/' said Annie Winniet 
«< sin ye ken sae mickle about if, that the 
picture of auld Sir Malise Ravenswood 
came down on the ha' floor, and led out tii^ 
4)rawl before them a* ?* 

« Na," said Ailsie } " but into the h4» 
came the picture— ^and I ken weel how iit 
came there — to gi'e them . a warning that 
pride would get a &% But' there's as queer 
a ploy, cummers, as ony o' thae, tbafs gaun 
on even now in the burial vault yonder-^ 
-*^ye saw twaP mourners, wi' crape anit 
oloke» gang down the steps pair and pair?' 

^» What shouldail us to see themf said 
the one old woman. 

•* I counted them," said the other, with 
ihe eagerness of a person to whom the spec^ 
tacle had afibrded too much interest to be 
viewed with indi£ferenca 

«* But ye did not see,'* said Ailine, exults 
ing in her superior observatioq, «^ that 
there's a thirteenth amang Uiem that they 
ken naething about; Bnd^ if auld freeU 



f«y true» there's ane o' l^bot company tlmt^ 
no he lang fw Uiis woild. But come »va|. 
cwuneFs ; if we htd$ here, Fse warrant we 
giSt the wyte o' whaterer U cocQesof it^aad; 
' that gude will come of it Dane <»' them oee& 
ev^r think to aee^^- • 

And tiuiSy croaking like the ravens wb^ 
they anticipate pestilence, the illtrboding^^ 
kttlB wi^drew from the church-yaird.^ . 

In factf the mourners, wbeii the service 
of interment was aided, discovert thai, 
ihere was among them one m<if (& than the 
mvit^A aumher, and the remark was com* 
Siuyoicated in whis^rs to, each other. The 
suspicion fell upon a figiiire, which, muffled 
in the satne di^p naiaurning with the others^ 
w^ r^Uned> aimoat in a state of i^sensibi^ 
lily,, agaiAst one of the piUai;9'iqfi tiie set 
pulchr^^V vault. The relatives qf .ihe , Ashr 
tOB f^i^y/were- expresisiiig in whispers 
their surpriHse ;a«d di^easufe .|4 t^ in^ 
tcusioR, ^^^fi^kmik^ wwe wf^mi^Ufi. ;bj 
Cf^ond Ashton, who, m his father'^ abr 
sence, acted as principal mourner.. ^< L 
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kttow," he said in a i/rhisper, « who thi* 
person is; he has or shall soon have, as 
deep cause of mourning as oiirsdves — Cleave 
me tor<feal whh him, and do not disturb the 
ceremony by unnecessary exposure/' So 
saying, he separated hin^self from the group" 
of -his relations, and taking the unknown 
mourner by the cloak, he said to him, in a 
tone of suppressed emotion, " Foilow me/*' 

The stranger, as if starting from a trance 
at the sound of his voice, mechanically^ 
obeyed, and they ascended the broken 
ruinous stair which led from the sepulchre 
into the church-y^rd. The other mourners 
followed, but remained grouped together 
at the door of the vault, watching with 
anxiety the motions of Colonel Ashton and 
the stranger, who now appeared to be in 
close conference beneath the shade of a' 
yew tree, in the most remote part of the 
burial ground. 

To this sequestered spot Colonel Ashton 
had guided the stranger, and then turning 
round, addressed him in a stein and com- 
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poied tpne-^'^ I caonot 4pubt that I qpnk 
to, tlie^ Mwter pf Haveiis\yopd.'\ ;No ai|*,j 
Slier was i:etumed» '' ] qannot dv9ub)t,"^6«>: 
sullied Uie Coione]^ trembling v^ith rising,) 
pMsioo, ^^tbat.Ii^pieak ta tfaye jg^urderer of^ 

**,Tojfl ,hav« pftmed ^ me but, tqo . truly,'*, 
said KaycA^opdf in « hollow a«d tr^emm^ 

"If you repent ^hat yQfi.b^vp. doof^'^M 
said the Colpn^Jri'^AiiWiy yPHX pspit^nce 
avail you bejfoueGp^.i wijfeii mp At ^M^ serve, 
ypu oothing^ H*rft" hie.wd, ^g^ving a pa- 
per, is th« m^wure of wy ^4>f4rAQda ?ap- 
nyorandum of the t^e>^9j^,|>lficftof,mee^ 
ing.w Sufi-rise to-morrpw mfffni^g* on th^ 
Links to the east of WolPs-hope/V 

The Master , of Kfiven^wpod held the 
pfkp^rin, his^bfindf and .skeined icr^solut^. 
At length he .^poKe— .*' Da w^ be.»id,. 
}^ uTgjt to farther desperatiQin a ^fjetch who 
is already desperi^te. EqjQy ypqr li& while 
you cap, and let m^ se^ my d^jilii from 
anpthei:." ,. c . 
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-^ That you never, never shall^*' wdA AjAu 
tote, '* Yuu «halt die by my hand, or you 
uhM complete' the ruin of my family mi 
tsdnng my life. If you refuse me my opea 
c^Htoge, there is no advantage I will not 
take of ypu, no indignity with which I will 
not load you, until the very name of Ra« 
veii9#ood ahaU be the^sigii of every thing 
that is dishonourable, as it is already cf all 
thttt'li vilfiiifibHSi'^ w j . . 

- *^ Tlhat it shall oever be,** said Rayens« 
vftioA} fiercely ; ^' if I am the last who shall 
b«ar it^ I d^ it td those who once owiied 
it; tfaattiieiMime'shadl be extinguished with« 
oiit' liffamy: I accept yodr-chaKenge, time, 
add pkce ofmfefeting. We meet, I pre^ 
same, alone ?•* 

<^ Alone w*e meet," said Colonel A^ton^ 
" and alone vtrill* the- survlvw of lis return 
fsom that pkkje bf rendezvi^tts.'^ ' ^ 
^ ^f Th^n God haVer meikry on the soul of 

him>^ho felkr' ^d Ra«^nsw)pod* 

<< Sobeit!? said Colonel Asht^n; <« so 

&r can my charity reach even for the mai\ 
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I hate most deadly, and with tl^e deepest 
1^900. Now, break ofi) for we shall be in- 
terrupted. The links by the sea<<ihore to 
^he east of Wolfs bope-^the hour sun-rise 
-— 'Our swords our only weapons." 
' ^ Enough,'' said the Master, ^ 1 will not 
firil you.^ 

They separated ; Colonel Asbton joining 
iStie rest of the mourners, and the Master of 
Ravenswood taking bis horjse, which Was 
tied to a tree behind the church. 'Colonel 
Asbton returned to the castle with the fu« 
neml guests, but found a pretext for de- 
taching himself from them in the evening, 
' when, changing his dress to a riding habit, 
he rode to WolPs-hope that night, and 
took up his abode in the little inn, in cnrder 
that he might be ready for his rendezvous 
m the morning. 

It is not known how the Master of Ra- 
venswood disposed of the rest of that un- 
happy day. Late at night, however, he ar* 
rived at Wolf's Crag, and aroused his old 
domestic,Caleb Balderstone, whobad ceased 
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« 

to expert' his return. Confused and fly- 
ing rumours of the late tragical death of 
Itftss Ashtooi and of its mysterious cause^ 

• had already reached the old man^ who was 
filled with the utmost anxiety, on account 
of the probaUe effect these events might 
produce upon the mind of his master. 

The conduct of Ravenswood had no- 
thing to alienate his apprehensions. To 
the Butler's trembling entreaties, that he 
would take some refreshment, he at first 

' returned no answer, and then suddenly 
andfiercely demaifding wine, he drank, con- 

. trary to his habits, a very large draught. 
Seeing that his master would e^t nothing, 
the old man. affectionately entreated that 
be would permit him to tight him to his 
chamber* It was not until the request was 
three or four times repeated, that Ravens- 

/wo0d made a mute sign of compliance. 
But when • Balderstone conducted him to 

: fm apartment wbtoh had 'been comfortably 
fitted up, and which, since his return, he had 

VOL. III. . p 
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usually occupiedy'Ra venswood stopped shOtt 
on the threshold. 

** Not here," said he, sternly j "show 
me the room in which my father died} 
the room in which she slept tlie night 
they were at the castle." 

** Who, sir ?" said Caleb, too terrified to 
'preserve his presence of mind. 

^« She^ Lucy Ash ton ! — would you kill 
' me, old man, by forcing me to repeat her 
Hiame?" 

Caleb would have said something of the 
disrepair of the chamber, but was silen-' 
Sf ♦ ced by the irritable impatience which was 
' expressed in his master's countenance ; he 
lighted the way trembling and in silence, 
placed the lamp on the table of the de- 
serted room, and was about to attempt 
tome arrangement of the bed, when hh 
niaster bid him begone in a tone that ad- 
' mitted of no delay. The old mto retiredt 
not to rest, but to pif ayer ; and ^rom lime 
to tiftie crept to the door of iht aparbrcift. 



»♦».•■ . . «, : .-^ ^^ 



hi order to find out Vhether Ravenswood 
had gone to repose. His meaaured heavy 
9tep upon the floor was only interrupted 
by de^ groans ; and die repeated stamps 
ef the heel of his heavy boot, intimated too 
dearly, that the wretched inmate was aban^ 
dining himself at such moments to parox- 
ysms of uncontrouled agony. The old 
man thought that the morning, for which 
he longed, would never have dawned ; but' 
ttme, whose course rolls on with equal cur- 
rent, however it may seem more rapid or 
more slow to mortal apprehension, brought 
the dawn at last, and apread a ruddy light 
oo the broad verge of the glistsening ocean* 
It was early in November, and the weather 
waa serene for the season of the year« But 
sMB eptorly wind had prevailed during the 
i^bt, and the advancing tide rolled nearer 
titan usual to the foot of the crags on which 
tiie castle was founded. 

With the first peep of lights Caleb Bal- 
d^ettone again resorted to the door of Ra- 
ireatwood's sleeping apartment^ through a 
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ehink of which he observed him. engaged 
ip measurmg the length . of two or ihre$s 
swords which lay in a clo$et 9djoinipg to 
the apartment. He omttered to himself, 
as he sdected one of these weapons^ ^* It 
is shorter— *let him have this advantage fts 
he has every other*" 

Caleb Balderatone knew too welU from 
what he witnessed, upon what enterprise hia 
master was bound, and how vain all inter*, 
ference on his part must necessarily p^ove«: 
He had but time to retreat from the door» 
so nearly was he surprised by iiis master sud-i 
denly coming out, and desoending to tbo 
stables* The fiiithful domestic followed^ and 
from the dishevelled appearance of his maSr 
tefs dr^ss, and his ghtotly lool^,. was. cogh 
firmed in his conjecture that he. bad pas9* 
ed the night without sleep or repose. He 
found him busily engaged in saddling, bis/ 
horse, a service from which Caleb, though: 
with faultering voice and tismbling hands, 
offered tordieve him. Ravenawood r^epted 
his adostancd fa^ a nuie sign, and having ted 

10 
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file animal into the court, was just about to 
mouht him, when the old domestic's fear 
giving way to the sttong attachment which 
was the principal passion of his mind, he 
flung himself suddenly at Ravenawood'^ 
feett and clasped his knees, while he ex- 
claimed, << Oh, sir ! oh, master ! kill me if 
you will, but do not go out on this dread- 
ful errand. O! my dear master, wait but 
.this day— -the Marquis of A comes to- 
morrow, and a' will be remedied/' 

^^ You have no longer a master, Caleb,'' 
said Ravenswood, endeavouring to extri- 
cate himsdf ; *« why, old mao, would you 
cling to a felling tower P** 

*' But I hmve a master," cried Caleb, stiU 
holding him fast, ^ while the heir of Ra- 
venswood breathes. ' I am but a servant; 
but I was your father's^-ryour grandfatber^s 
—I was born for the family-r^I have lived 
for them**-! would die for them-^^^Stay \^i 
at home, and all will be well !" 

^« Well ? fool ! well ?' said Ravenswood ; 
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** vain old man, notbing hereafter m lift 
will be well witH me, and happiest is Ae 
hour that shall toonest close itJ^ 

So saying,' he extricated himself firdmtJte 
old man's hold, threw himself on his hors^ 
•nd rode out at the gate ; but instaBtlj 
turning back, he threw towards Caldn, irho 
hastened to meet him,^ a heavy ][)iirse of 
gold. 

" Caleb,'* he said, with a ghastly snsiHs, 
<* I make you my executor ;" axrd agaan 
turning his bridle, he resmned his cotn^se 
down the hill. 

The gold fell unheeded on the pave- 
ment, for the old man ran to observe fhe 
course which was taken by his. masteir, who 
turned to the left dowti a sthall and far c&em 
path, which gained the sea-shore througk 
a cleft in the rock, and led to a sort of cove, 
where, in former times, the boats of: the 
castle were wont to be moored. Obseoving 
him take this course, Caleb hastened to 
the eastern battlement, which annmaiided 
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^c prosg^cjt of tbe y;hc^e ^^^ds^ very near 
1^ far as the village of WoUVhope. He 
could easily see his master riding in that 
direction, as fast as the horse could carry 
li^OL The prophecy at once rushed on 
JBalderstone's mind, that the Lord of Ra- 
venswood should perish on the Kelpie's 
FioWf which lay half way betwixt the tower 
and the links or sand-lcnolls, to the north- 
east of WolPs-hope. He saw him accord- 
ipgly reach the fatal spot, but he never saw 
him pass further. 

Colonel Ash ton, frantic for revenge, was 
already in the field, pacing the turf with 
eagerness, and looking with impatience 
towards the tower for the arrival of his an- 
tagonist The sun had now risen, and 
shewed its broad disk above the eastern sea, 
so that he could easily discern the horse- 
man who rode towards him with speed wHich 
argued impatience equal to his own. At 
once the figure became invisible, as if it 
Had melted into the air. He rubbed his 
eyes, as if he had witnessed an apparitioD| 
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and then hastened to the spot, near which 
he was met by Baklerstone, who came from 
the opposite direction. No trace what- 
ever of horse or rider could be discerned ; 
it only appeared, that the late winds and 
high tides had greatly extended the usual 
bounds of the quicksand, and that the un-' 
fortunate horseman, as appeared from the 
hoof tracks^ in his precipitate haste, had 

not attended to keep on the firm sandson 

« 

the foot of the rock, but had taken the 
shortest and most dangerous course. One 
only vestige of his fate appeared. A large 
sable feather had been detached from his 
hat, and the rippling waves of the rising 
tide wafted it to Caleb^s feet. The old 
man took it up, dried it, and placed it 
in his bosom. 
The inhabitants of Wolf *s- hope were now 

4 

alarmed, and crowded to the place, some 
on . shore, and some in boats, but their 
search availed nothing. The tenacious 
depths of the quicksand, as is usual in such 
cases, retained their prey. 



V Ouit iafe €lraw8: tp a panclusioii. The 
Jdiuiguis of A^-r^^-^ alarmed at the frightful 
npbrts th^t were ourr^nt, and anxious for 
Juaidnsmaa's safelyi 'arrived on the subs^ 
quent day to moiirm kis loss ; and, after re- 
newi:^ in vain a search' for the body* re- 
«»ii0i to fiirget what had happened amid 
ibe bustle of polities and state afiairs. 

NQt «o Caleb! Baldemohe. If worldly 
pr0fitbottld:iiam consoled thet)ld'msn, (lis 
age wlis better provided for ^than his earlier 
life had eyerbeen; but life had lest to him 
Ite salt and its savoiir. His whole coursa 
G^ISeas, his'febHi)gs» whether of pride or of 
afpprel^eJEisioni of pleasure w of pain, h^^ 
all arisen from his close connection with the 
feifiily Which was now extinguished. He 
held uf) Bis 6ead no longer — ^forsook all his 
lisucd haunts and occups^tions, and seemed 
only • W find pleitsui^e in mopeing about 
tfao^e itpaitments id the old caistle, which 
ttie Master of Ravenswood had last inhabit^ 
ed.. He ate^wiftio^t refreshment j and slium 
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biered Withdilit rej^oSe } and, '4fth a fi|di^ 
lK>iDet{m6s 4isi>iai)rti| by ^ ^canine tiMf 
t>ttt seldom by Imman beings, lie pined 
and died wkhiii s year after the oktw- 
tiophe which we kavt namied. 

The family erf* Ashtim did not loog^ sbiv 
vive thatof Bavenswood. Sir Willkuaa Ash^ 
ton survived his ^est son, the CJolonel^ 
who was slaia in a dodt in Ftandinrs^ and 
Henry, by whom he was jRKsceeded, die^ 
unmarried. Lady Ashton lived to the 
verge of extreme old 9%(^f the only survivor 
M the group of unhappy persons^ whose 
misfortunes Wi^e owing to her implaoaU- 
lity« That she might iateniaUy ieel gmSp* 
pnnction, and reconcile herself with beavea 
whom she had oifeaded, we will not, and 
we dare not deny ; but ta those around 
lier, she did not evince ^e slightest symp. 
torn either of repentanipe or remorse. In 
all external appeavance» she bore the same 
boldy haughty, unbending character, which 
sh« h»d displi^^d t>cf9re these uohappv 

f 



>«»P»¥W?.ff ti<|»^. a?»4 virtue*, w^e 
J^ victims remain undisCin^ by tgpb 
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INTKODUCTION. 



&BJBAKT Mofts M^Alrn was, during hi» 
residence among U8» one of the most ho* 
noured inhabitants of Gandersdeugh* No 
one thought of disputing his title to the 
great leathern chair on the ** cosiest side 
of the chinmey,'' in the common room of 
the Wallace. Armsy on a Saturday e wifing* 
No less would our sexton, John Duirward, 
have held it an unlicensed intrusion, to sut* 
fer any one to induct himself into the cor- 
ner of the left-hand pew nearest to the puK 
pity which the Seijeant regularly ooenpied 
OB Sundays. There he sat^ his blue invalid 
miform brushed with the most scrupulous 
accuracy. Two medals of merit displayed 
at hia button«hide, as well as the empty 
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deeve which should have been occupied 
by his right arin» were evidence of his hard 
and honourable service. His weather-beat- 
en features, his grey hair tied in a thin 
queue in the military fashioii of former days^ 
and the right side of his head a little turn- 
ed up, the better to catch the sound of the 
clergyvian's voice, were sdl marks of his 
professfpn and ii^rmities* Basidi^.hiiii dkt 
his siMar ihneUi a Httle i^eat dd wemaoi^ 
with a Highland ciiroh and tartan plaids 
^Mftcbing the very lories of faec brother, to 
her the greater man- iqion earth, and ae^ 
tix^ejl^ looking out fear him, in ins silverw 
dasped' Bible, the testa which, the minister 
quoted or expounded. « 

I believe it r was the ^respect that was uiii- 
vemally paid to this worthy vetesan by all 
ranks in Gandersolengl^ whkii indoced faiaa 
to chttse oor village for his residence, for 
supb wtas by no.meaolB his original intea* 
tion. :/ 

He had risen to the rank -of afe^easU 
»aj|or of artiUery^^by hard service in vaiiou* 
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quarters of the world, and was reckoned one 
of the most tried and trusty men of the 
Scotch Train* A ball, which shattered his 
arm in a peninsular campaign, at length 
procured him an honourable discharge, with 
an allowance from Chelsea, and a hand- 
some gratuity from the patriotic ftind* 
Moreover, Serjeant More M^AIpjn had 
been prudent as well as valiant ; and, from 
prize-ihoney and savings, had become mas* 
ter of a small sum in the three per cent* 
consols* 

He retired with the purpose of enjoying 
this income in the wild Highland glen, in 
which, when a boy, be had herded black 
cattle and goats, ere the roll of the drum 
had made him cock his bonnet an inch 
higher, and follow its music for nearly forty 
years. To his recollection, this retired spot 
was unparalleled in beauty by the richest 
scenes he had visited in his wanderings* 
Even the Happy Valley of Rasselas would* 
have sunk into nothing upon the compa- 
rison. He caipe— he revisited the loved 



scene— it "was but a 8terite,g|e|E% sHsrounded 
with rude crags* apd traversed. by fk uQjft^ 
ern torrent. This was pot the wQri^ 
The fires had been quenched upon thirty 
beai:ths-«.*of the cottage of his fathers hfi 
€Ould but distinguish a few rude stonesT- 
the language was almost extinguished-^tbe 
ancient race from which he boasted his de* 
scent had fiiund a refuge beyond the At- 
lantic. One southland farmer, three grey- 
plaided shepherds^ and six dogs» now te« 
nanted the whole glen, which in his youth, 
had maintained in contentt if not in co;m« 
petencci upwards of two, hundred inhabit 
aats. 

In the house of the new tenaotr Ser- 
jeant M^Alpin found, however, an.unicx* 
pected source of pleasure, and a means of 
employing his social affections. His sister 
Janet had fortunately entertained so .stjQ^g 
a persuasion that her brother would one 
day return, that she had refused to appom* 
^ pany her kinsfolks, upon their emigration* 
. Kay, she had eonsenteil, thoiigh not wUh- 



Mt % fedit^ of degrdhiKdily to take service 
with the intrading Lcywlsnd^r, whe, Uiongh 
m Saxon^ she saud, had proTed a kind man 
t0 hien This unexpected meeting \nth faia 
Instet seemed a cure for all the disappcint- 
ments whidh it had been * Servant Miae^ 
lot to encoisnter, although it was uot with* 
out a' reluctant tear that he heard t<dd» Us 
ff Hightend womaii aloiie eould tell it» th^ 
stdiy df the dtjpatriation of his kiosoien. 

Siie- narrated at length the vain offers 
^ey had made of advanced rent, the pay- 
ment of which must have reduced them 
to the extremity of poverty, .which thejr 
were yet contented to face, for permisdion 
to live a6d did on their native toil. Nor 
did Janet forget the portenis whidb had 
announced tbe defparfure of the GeHEic 
tace, and the ^n^ivid <^ the ^tl'ategers* i For 
two years {previous Ui the ^siigratioiii wlien 
tlie night wifi^ howled^i/^ 1^ pMs ^ 
Balllkchra, kts notes were distinctly mttd^el* 
led t^iihe tune off U Jfo«tf^iw A^fidiS^,'' (we 
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iiMMiUy bid farewell to ^ir Bttrve shofes# 
The UBOouth cams ctf the fiireign sfaep 
herds^ and the barkii^^ of their dogs^ were 
«fteii beard in the mist of the hills long 
before their real arrival. A basd, the last 
•f his raoe» had qommeaaorated the expnl* 
sicNi irf' the natives* of the glen in a tnn^ 
wfaid^ brought tears into the aged ejres of 
tbe veteran^ and of wfaiob the &8t stanza 
may be thus ren^red~^ « 

Woe» woCf son of the X<owIindier^ 

Why wilt thou leave thy bonny Border ? 

Why comest thou hither^ disturbing the Highlander^ 

Wasting the glen that was once in fiur order ? 

What ;added to Serjeant More M' Alpines 
distress iq>on the occasion was, that the 
Chief by whom this change had been e£> 
footed^ was5 by tradition and common opi- 
nion» held to represent the ancient leaders 
and fathers of the expelled fugitives ; and 
it had hitherto been one of Seijeaht 
Mgre's principal subjects of pride to prove, 
hy genealogical deduction, in what de- 
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gcee of Idoiired be stood to this personage. 
A woful chsmge was now wrougbt in hit 
f eatiment^ towards binu 

^ I cannot curse him,'' be said, as he 
foae and itfrode through the roooii when 
Janet's narrative was fiBished->-<< I will not 
curse him } he is the descendant and repre^ 
aentative of my Others. Bat never shtdl 
mortal man hear me name his name again.^ 
And he kept his word ; for, untfl his dying 
day, ho man heard him mention his selfish 
and hard-hearted chieftain. 

After giving a day to sad recollections^ 
iJie hardy spirit which had carried him 
through so many ditngers, manned the Ser*- 
jeant's bosom against this cruel disapfioinbi 
ment* ^' He would go," he said, <«to Canada 
to his kinsfolks, whf re they had named a 
Traosatlaniic valley aftM the /slen of theit 
fadiem. Janet/' he smd, ^* should kilt her 
coats like a leaguer lady ; d n the ^Sb 
tance ! it was a fleafs leap to the voyages 
and ma!«ch^s he had made on % sl^hier 
tfcctoigopit'* , 



r 
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With this porpose he left the Uigldwads^ 
snd came with his sister as &r as Ganders- 
cleugh, on his wa^r to 61asgow» to tsdoe « 
passage to Canada. But winter was now 
aet in, and as he thought it advisable to 
wait for a spring passage, when the St Law* 
xence should be open, he settled amongi us 
for the few months of his stay in Brttain. 
As ^t said before, the respectaUe old maa 
met with a deference and attention from 
all ranks of society ; and when spring re- 
turned, he was so satisfied with his quarters, 
that he did not renew the puipose of his 
yoyage. Janet was afraid of the sea, and 
he himself felt the infirmities of age and 
liard service nKM*e tiian he had at first ex- 
pected. And, as he confessied to the cleigfr 
man, and my worthy principal, Mr CleiA^ 
iiotfaam, << it was better staying with kesn'd 
frieods^ than going fiurther, ahd &reinf 

He therefoK ^tablisfaed himself as «| 
inhsl>itant of Oandersc^iig^, to the gr^ 
satisfaction, as we have already siid, of at 



X LE^EKD OF H0MTR08E. 14S 

its inhabitants, to whom he became, in re- 
spect of. military intelligence, and able 
commentaries upon the newspapers, ga- 
zettes, and bulletins, a very oracle, expla- 
natory of all martial events, past, present, 
or to come. 

It is true, the Serjeant had his incon- 
sisltencies. He was a steady Jacobite, his 
father and his four uncles having been 
out in the forty-five ; but he was a no less 
steady adherent of King George, in whose 
service he had made his little fortune, and 
lost three brothers; so that you were in 
equal danger to displease him, in terming 
Prince Charles, the Pretender, w by saying 
any thing derogatory to the dignity of 
King George* XFurther, it must not bie 
denied, that when the day of receiving his 
dividends came round, the Serjeant was apt 
to tarry longer at the Wallace Arms of an 
evening, than was consistent with strict 
rahce, or indeed with his worldly in- 
fest; for upon these occasions, his cbmpo- 
fttors wmetimes contrived to flatter his par- 
tialities by singing jacobite songs, aad 
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drinking confusion to Buonaparte^ and the 
health of the Duke of Wellington, until the 
Serjeant was not only flattered into paying 
the whole reckoning,but occasionally indu- 
ced to lend small mms to his interested cooi- 
panions* After such sprays^ ad he called 
them, were over, he ^seldom failed to thank 
Grod^ and the Duke of York, who had made 
it n^ch more difficult for an old soldier to 
xuin himself by his folly, than had been the 
case in his yoqnger days, 
* It was not upon such occasions that I 
made a part of Serjeant More M'Alpiu's 
jiocletj* But often, when my leisure woo^ 
permit, I used to seek him, on what he 
called his njoming and evening parade, on 
^whldu when the weather was fair^ he s^^ 
^p^ared as regularly as if summoned by txtdk 
0l' drifm^ His morning walk was beneath 
the elms in the churchyard ; " for death,'' 
Jtie said^ M had been his next-door neighbbiir 
for ^ many: years, that he had no apology 
for dropping the acquaintance." His even- 
ing promenade was on the bleaching- green, 
by the river side, where he wasr jsometiqies 
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to be seen on an open bench^ with spec- 
tades on nose^ booning over the newspapers 
to a circle of village politicians^ explaining 
iniiitary terms, and aiding the comprehen* 
ston of his hearers by lines drawn on the 
ground with the end of his rattan. On 
ot)ier occasions^ he was surrounded by a 
bevy of school-boys, whom he sometimes 
drilled to the manoalf and sometimes, with 
less i^robation on the part of their pa« 
rents, instructed in the mystery of ariifi^ 
cial fire* works ; for in the case of public 
rejoicings the seijeant was pyrotechnist 
, (as the Encyclopedia calls it) to the villi^e 
of Gandersdeugh. 

It was in his morning walk that I most 
frequently met with the veteran. And I can 
hardly yet look upon the village footpath, 
overshadowed by the row of lofty elms, 
without thinking I see his upright form ad* 
vancing towards me with measured step^ 
and his cane advanced, ready to pay me 
the tnilitary salute — but he is dead, and 
sleeps with his faithful Janet, under the 

TOL. III. Q 
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tbirdof tlio$e very trei^^ e^uoting firbflfiifche 
cdie at the west coraer of the chui'^^hyaTd. 
The dcKght which I had iii Serjeant M^- 
Alpin's cozrvetsation, related not oiily to his . 
dwii adventures^ of which he had encoun-^ 
tered many: in the course of a w^nderiliig 
life, but also to iih recollection 6f name- 
FOtts Hfghknd traditions, in whichr his' youth 
had been instructed by his psLtetit% and of 
which hie would in afker life have de^m^d 
it a kind of heresyto question th^ authen-* 
ticity. Many of these related to the wars 
o£ Montrose, in' which some of the ser* 
^e^t's ancestry- had, it sejsms, taken a dt8.> 
tinguished part. It has happened, that, al- 
though diese civil commotions reflect the 
highest honour upon the Highlanders, being 
indeed the first occasion upon which they 
shewed themselves superior^ or even equaU 
tO'theirLowcountry neighbours inaiftitai'y 
encounters, they have been less commemo- 
rated ft^nong tbem than one would have t±^ 
pected, judging frtan the abundance of €ra- 
diliotts. which they have preserved upon leas 



A LEGEND OF MONTAOSE. 147 

interesting subjects. It was, therefore, witk 
great pleasure, that I extracted from my 
military friend some curious particulars re- 
specting that time ; they are mixed with 
that measure of the wild and wonderful 
which belong to the periods and the narra- 
tor, but which I do not in the least object 
to the reader treating with disbelief, pro- 
viding he will be so good as give implicit 
credit to the natural events of the story, 
which, like all those which I have had the 
bodour to put under his notice, actually 
rest upon a basis of truth. 
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CHAPTER I. 

■ 

Such as do build their faith upon 
The holy text of pike and gun,^ 
Decide all controvenies by 
Infallible artillery. 
And prove their doctrine orthodox. 
By apostolic blows and knocks. 

' BUTlEIU 

It was during the period of that great and 
bloody Gvil War which agitated Britain 
during the sixteenth century, that our tale 
has its commencement. Scotland had as 
yet remained free from the ravages of in- 
testine war, although its inhabitants were 
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much divided iil political opinions; and 
that many of them, tired of the controul of 
the Estates of Parliament, and disapproving 
of the bold measure which they had adopt- 
ed, by sending into England a large army 
to the as^istaifde of th6 Fsirlfametat, were 
determined on their part to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of declaring for the 
Kihg,and making such a diversion as should 
at least compel the recall of General Les- 
lie's army out of England, if it Jid not re- 
cover a great part df Scotland to the King's 
allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted 
by the northern nobility, who had resisted 
with great obstinacy the adoption of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and by many 
of the chiefs of the Highland clans, who 
conceived their interest and authority to 
be connected wil!h royalty, who' had be. 
sides a decided aversion to the Flresbyte- 
rian form of religion, and who, finally^ 
were in that half savage state of society, in 
which war is always nH>re welcome than 
peace. 
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Great commotions were genenJiy expect- 
ed to arise from these concurrent causes ; 
aod the trade of inoirsion and depreda- 
tion, which the Scotch Highlanders at all 
^times e:(ercised upon the Low CountrieSs 
began to assume a more steady, avowed, 
and systematic form, as part of a general 
military system» 

Those at the head of affairs were not 
insensible to the peril of the momentt 
And anxiously made preparations to meet 
and to repel it. They consider ed, how- 
ever^ with satisfaction, that no leader or 
name of consequence had as yet appeared 
to assemble an army of royalists, or even 
to direct the efibrts of those desultory 
bands, whom love of plunder, perhaps, as 
much as political principle, had hurried in: 
to measures of hostility. It was generally 

4 

hoped that the quartering a sufficient num- 
ber of troops in the low countries adjacent 
to the Highland line, would have the effect 
of restraining the mountain chieftains ; 
while the power of various barons in tha 
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north, i¥ho had espoused the Covenant, as^ 
fbr example, the Earl Mareschal, the great 
families of Forbes, Leslie, and Irvine, the 
Grants, and other Presbyterian clans, might 
counterbalance and bridle, not only the 
strength of the Ogilvies and other cavaliers 
of Angus and Kincardine, but even the pa- 
tent family of the Gordons, whose exten- 
sive authority was only equalled by their 
extreme dislike to the Presbyterian model. 
In the West Highlands the ruling party 
numbered many enemies ; btit the power 
of these i}^tffe6i[;ed clans was supposed to 
be broken, and the spirit of their chief* 
tains intimidated, by the predominating 
influence of the Marquis of Argyle, upon 
whom the confidence of the Convention 
of Estates was reposed with the utmost 
security; and whose pawer in the High- 
lands, already exorbitant, had been still 
farther increased by concessions extorted 
from the King at the last pacification* It 
was indeed well known that Argyle was 
a man rather of political enterprise thao 
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personal courage, and better calculated to 
manage an intrigue of state, than to con- 
troul the tribes of hostile mountaineers ; 
yet the numbers of his clan, and the spirit 
ci the gallant gentlemen by whom it was 
led, mighty it was supposed, atone for the 
personal deficiences of their chief ; and as 
the Campbells had already severely hum- 
Ued several of the neighbouring tribes, it 
WAS supposed these would not readily again 
provcdce an encounter with a bo(^ so 
powerfuL 

Thus having at their own command the 
whole west and south of Scotland, indispu- 
tably the richest part of the kingdom ; Fife- 
shire being in a pecuUar manner their own, 
and possessing many and powerful friends 
even north of the Forth and Tay, the Scot- 
tish Convention of Estates saw no danger 
sufficient to induce them to alter the line 
^f. policy they had adopted, or to recall 
from the assistance of heir brethren of the 
JSpgljsh Parliament that auxiliary army of 
%twenty thousand men, by means of which 

02 
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accession of strength the^ King^^ {mrty kad 

been reduced to the defensive whe&. hi ^tl 

.^seer of triuljtiph and suC(ies&. ^ • - < 

Ttie causes wbidi moved the CidnvoK- 

tion of Estates at this time to take sQoh tm 

imriiediate and active interest tn the cMl 

war of '£ng}aiid) are detailed in oar hatto- 

rians, but mesy be here ahortly re<$apit^da« 

ted. They had indeed no new iiiju^ « 

Bggresision to complain of at -the hand oFtiie 

JLitigj and the peaee- which had beenmatte 

between Charles and his subjecta of £io9^ 

land had be^ cai^efuUy obs^rved^ bat the 

Sqottish rulers w^e well awarJg -that 4fafs 

peacQ had be^n eisttdrted from the iCi0(^»4ls 

we)l by the influence of (he |>ar}taiiielitai3r 

party in England, M 1^ the terror of linehr 

own arms. Jt is true, King GharleSihURd 

4nnce visited the>capitalof hiaanoitot^kiBg- 

dom, had assented to the new ^M'gamaatioii 

of the <^upcb, atid had distributed honpufs 

and rewards among the lead^v ^ the pttitty 

which hs^d shewn themselves mdstlib«l3e 

to his interesHiS'; but it waa soapeet^-lhat 

.12 
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diitiiictiaiifl to unwiUhigly conferred would 
be rewmed so soob as oppMtunity ofierefiL 
The low state of the English ParKament 
was seen with deep apprehension) and it was 
coacUided) that should Charles triumph bjr 
Sdcce of arms against his insurgent sub* 
jects of Ef^landt he would not be long in 
exacting from the Scotch the vengeance 
which be might suppose due to thpse who 
Imd set the example of taking up arms 
af^awtt him. Such was the policy of the 
meftsufe which dictated the sending tbe 
att3;iUary ^rmy into England ; and it was 
allowed in . a manifesto explanatory of their 
tesians for giving this timely and import- 
ant aid to the English Parliament. The 
English Parliament, they said» had been 
already friendly to 4liemi and might he so 
again } whereas the King, although he liad 
sa htely established religion among them 
nccondin^ to their desires, bad gi fen t^jteis^ 
ftOf ground to confide in bis royal dedani»- 
tuMf ae^g they had found this prcmubes 
and actions incosriateiit wstSi each othes. 
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••Our conscience/* they concluded, •* and 
God» who is greater than our conscience, 
beareth us record , that we aim altogether 
at the glory of God, peace of both nations, 
and honour of the king, in suppressing and 
punishing in a legal way, of those who are 
the . troublers of Israel, the firebrands of 
hell, the Corahs, the Baalams, the Doegs; 
the Rabshakehs, the Hamans, the Tobiahs^ 
the Sanballats of our time ; which done, 
ve are satisfied. Neither have we begiin 
to use a militery expedition to England an 
a mean for compassing those our pious 
ends, until all other means which we could 
think upon have failed us ; and this alone 
is left to us, uUimum et unieum remedium, 
the last and only remedy." 

Leaving it to casuists to determine wbe^ 
ther one contracting party is justified in 
breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspi- 
cion that in certain future contingencies it 
might be infringed by the other, we diall 
proceed to mentioti two other circumstan- 
ces which had at least equal influence with 
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the Scottidii rulers and nation, with any 
. doubts which they entertained of the King's 
good faith. 

The lirst of these was the nature and 
condition of their army ; headed by a poor 
and discontented nobility, under whom it 
was officered chiefly by .Scottish soldiers of 
fdrtune, who had served in the German 
wars until they had lost almost all distinc- 
tion of political principle, and even of 
country, in the adoption of the mercenary 
faith, that a soldier's principal duty was fide- 
fi<7 to the state or sovereign from whom he 
recdved his pay, without respect either to 
the justice of the quarrel, or to their own 
connection with either of the contending 
parties. To men of this stamp, Grotius 
applies the severe character — NvUum t>iks 
genus est improbius^ qriam eorum^ qui sine 
' ea/usie respeetu mereede conducii, ndUtant 
To &ese mercenary soldiers, as well as 
to' the needy gentry with whom they were 
mixed in command, and who easily im- 
bibed the same opinions, the success o£ 
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th% late short i^vasioo of Eoglaod in 1641 
;was a sufficient reason for renewing so pro^ 
fitable an experiment The good pay and 
€ftp quarters of England had made a feel- 
4ng iinprQss^on upoQ the reoolkirttiin of 
4}if!$e military adventurers, and tbe.prMr 
peet of again levying eight hundred and 
fifty pound a-4ay, came in plac« of all a^- 
^um^ntSi wheth^ of state or of morality. 

J^HQ^^t cftuse no Less inflamed the mindp 
4>f the. nation, at large, than the temptiag 
pfOspcQt of the wealth of Bngland animn- 
ied the soldiery* So much had been w|it- 
(ten and said on either: side conc^mipg this 
form of church government, that it h^d 
become a matter of infinitely more ooil- 
«equerbc^ in theeyes of the multitude tha« 
cthe doietrines of that gospel which bc^ 
vchur^c^s had embraced. The Brelatista 
tnd Presbyterians of the more violenyt 
Jdnd be(mme as illibefal as the Papists^ ai|l 
inrould searody aUow the passibtlky ^ sal- 
vation beyond the pale of their resj^eotive 
iduirehai. It'wasinvauramai^kadjttfjlbtte 
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Eeak>t8» that bad the Author of oiir* hiAj 
coHgion considered any pepuliar form of 
tohurch gbverameQt a^ esseiAtial to salvar 
tioa^ it would have beea jeveded with thf 
aome preekmi aa uuder the Old TeitameiMt 
diflpeQsation% Both paities^ contiuued ^ 
4^toleut as if they cwAd have* pleaded^ thf 
distract cominands of Heaven to justify 
their intoleraoce. . Laud» in^ tfa^ days qf 
hia dominatioo, had fired the tx^ii^^ by atr 
temptiog to impose upon the Scottish peo^ 
pk ohuixh cerefliobie9 fQr^gn to theif 
JudoMyts and opiiiMtKi* The auceew wit^ 
mihieh this had been resisted, and th^ JVe^r 
byterian model /substituted in its placi^, 
iiad endeared the latter tQ, the Bfitiont 9fi tlia 
i:aase in vhidh tjiey had triu(nph«d^ The 
fiUemnLeague wiCoyenants adpptod witl^ 
auoh zeal by the greater pait pf the king^ 
^doQV and by. them forced^.at itbe awprd'f 
point, upon the others^ hoffi in its bosom^ 
MB its principal object, the. e^tiablishing. the 
-doctrine and disdplitie of Ihe Sre^byt^i^W 
4ctbuf cbi, and ,1he potiii^ ibH(lii»U 9Wl a«^ 
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heresy ; and having attained for their own 
country an establishment of this golden 
candlestick, the Scots became liberally and 
fraternally anxious to establish the same 
in England* This they conceived might be 
easily attained by lending to the Parlia- 
ment the effectual assistance of the Scot- 
tish forces. The Presbyterians, a numerous 
and powerful party in the English Parlia- 
ment, had hitherto taken the lead in oppo- 
sition to the King ; while the Independents 
and other sectaries, who afterwards, under 
Cromwell, resumed the power of the sword, 
and overset the Presbyterian model both in 
Scotland and England, were as yet con- 
tented to lurk under the shelter of the 
wealthier and more powerful party. The 
prospect of bringing to a uniformity the 
kingdoms of England and Scotland in .dis- 
cipline and worship, seemed therefore as 
fair as it was desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane, one of 
the commissioners who negociated the alli- 
ance betwixt England and Scotland, saw the 
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fiH*ce which this but bad upon the spirits 
of those with whom he dealt; and although 
himself a violent Independent, he contri- 
ved at once to gratify and to elude the ea« 
ger desires of the Presbyterians, by quali« 
fying the obligation to reform the Church 
of England, as a change to be executed 
«V according to the Word of God, and the 
best reformed churches.** Deceived by their 
own eagerness, themselves entertaining no 
doubts on the Jus Dimnum of their own 
ecclesiastical, establishments, and not hold* 
ing it possible such doubts could be held 
by others, the Convention of Estates and 
the Kirk of Scotland conceived, that such 
expressions necesisarily inferred the esta* 
blishment of Presbytery ; nor were they 
undeceived, until, when their help was no 
longer needful^ the sectaries gave them to 
understand, ^ that the phrase might be as 
well applied to Independency, or any other 
mode of worship, which those who were at 
the head of affairs at the time might con« 
sider as agreeable ^* to the word of God« 
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'pod the praf^Q df tbe reformed chturdbesJ^ 
Neithtet were tl)ey less astonished to find^ 
that the ides^fis i»f thb English sectariei 
Btruck agailist the si^diirchia) constituCioa 
of Britain, it bavidg been their ihtdntioii 
to redtice the. power of the kis^ but by no 
fneiuis to abrogate the office*: Tfa^y fared^ 
bowevex, in this respect, like ra^h pbjsi^ 
ei^s»j^h<i eomitefioe by:oVer»physickiiig a 
patient, until he is red«ieed to a stete of 
HFeaknfesSi from ^^hi&h cordials are afte^# 
Weirds ur^ble to recover him* 

But thdse events ^ere yet in the womb 
Af futcirity^ , Aa yet the Scdttisb Bsorlia* 
iMst held' their engagement wi& Eog^ 
^d consistent with justice^ prudenee, and 
-pietyirand their military undertakiogaeenw 
(fid to succeed to their very wish. The 
function of the Scottish ^ariny with those 
of Fairfax and MancbesAer^ ekiabled tim 
Parliamentary forcest to besiege Yoftc, anS 
to fight the desperate action of Long- 
^M^rston Moor, in which Prince Riipeit 
Mid the Marquis of Newcastle were de- 
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feated. The Scottish auxiliaries, indeed^ 
bad less of the glory of this victory than 
their countrymen could desire. David 
Leslie, with their cavalry, fought bravely, 
and to them, as well as to Cromwell's bri- 
gade of Independents, the honour of th« 
day belonged ; but the old Earl of Leven, 
the covenanting general, was driven put of 
th^ field by the impetootts charge of Prince 
Rupert, arid w^s thirty miles dtettmt, in 
fall flight towards Scotland, when he was 
overtaken by jthe news that his party had 
gained a complete victory. 

l?he absence of these troops, eponlhii 
Avixsade for the eataUisknent of Fresbyte- 
^nism in England, had considerably dimi^ 
4i^i0d the power of the iConventioa of 
Estates in Scotland^ and hod given rise to 
^faoee agitations among the aiiti*cbv«iav- 
id^s, wlfuch we Mve no^iceid at the 
liiiig of tfiis chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Hii modwr oouM for him ai cndlciet 
Her husband's rusty iron corselet ; 
Whose jangling souiid could bush her bfibe to Rts^ ' 
That never plained 6f bis tmeuy nest ; 
Then did he dream of dreary wsurs at han^ .. 

And woke, and fought, and won, ere be could stand, 

EALh'i SaHrit. 

It was towards the close of a summ^s 
evening, daring the anxidns period wkich 
we have commemorated^ that a young 'geii- 
tleman of qualitjr, well mounted aAd arme#, 
atid accompanied by two servknts^ one Hi 
whom led a sumpter horsey rode riowjy up 
one of those steep passes, by whieh tite 
Highlands are accessible from the Lowktuffc 
of Perthshire. Their course had lain for 
some time along the banks of a lake, whose 
deep waters reflected the crimson beams of 
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tiie weitern sun. The broken path which 
tiiej pursued with some difficulty, was in 
some places shaded by the ancient birches 
and oak-trees, and in others overhung by 
fragments ci huge rock. Elsewhere, the 
hiH, which formed the northern side of this 
beautiful sheet of water, arose in steep, but 
less precipitous acclivity, and was arrayed 
ia heath of the darkest purple. In present 
times, a scene so romantic would have been 
judged to possess the highest charms for 
the traveller ; but those who journey in 
days of doubt and dread, pay little atten* 
tion to jncturesque scenery. 
. The master kept, as often as the wood 
permitted, abreast of one or both of his 
domestics, and* seemed earnestly to coa^ 
verse with them, probably because the dis- 
iincttons of rank are readily set aside 
among those who are made to be sharers 
of cemmon danger. The dispositions of 
0xe leading men who inhabited this wild 
country, and the probability of their taking 
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aeoa vxpected^. w^e the wbjbots cf^tlmfe 
aoiivenatiQii:* . -^^ - 'i \ ' ■ -^' r / =» 

^ T^bey bad not advanced alwm.hilfi^jr 
i»p <the lakie, aiid the jr^totg' ^^vtleman: imai 
pbintiBg to rhis adtendanls -the'' spat'wl\isii 
ikaAt/ intended anp^ tirtaed/i3orUi'«!ai^' 
and hamimg the^evge df tkelodi, anrepdefl 
afxaicmp to the riglitifai^d, ythtu thty, disi 
Govtfed a siogte r ImsMcimii eammg. ^omh 
the shose^ as!i£to iliest'tbem> \S6elgtwd 
of tbe. sttn-beitns^ wptin *hii head-ipieoe wA 
Qonlet 6hoi9«red:'tl}bti)6 imsAn anftoinr, anQ 
th« purpose of the other tr«iFeUersireqikiwd^ 
that.he should no^pass iinqilestieoiQd.' i^iWc 
must kaowi'who iie is/A aiBid the }i6at^gem 
tlfiioan^ <* and whither ha is goic^.'" AnS 
puitttng apuffs to bisiboirse^iie ro^ fenraTd 
ta fast'fts t&b tugged Mtate of tise'fawd 
iv<Hild>p$tfmiiriallQv«^ hy his twb attemb 
apte^ ujltii hfi>reached.ihe point where tke 
toad al<«ig^ dt^e. aide of the lake wha &tei% 
foctisd l>yi that whieh deieeiidfld fraat tlia 
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irsvkie/sectiriog thus agdmstthe' pos^bilii^ 
of. the stiraAger eluding then), by tu^nmj; 
iato the latter ^oad before they came up 

Hie single hoTseman hjad mended hit 
t>Me» when be first obserTed the f hf ee ri» 
ders ad^^oe rapidly towards liitti ; but 
vihan he saw them halt and form a froni, 
which comj^et^ly eccupied the path, he 
checked his herse, aod' advanced' with great 
(bltber^iati ; so that each paiM;y had iha opi 
poctunity tx) tfdce 'a fiiH surveyof daoh otlien 
Tbe aoiitfiry strtoger was tiieunted npida 
ao\abk horse, fit for ntiittary service, and 
for the great weight w^kii he had to'carry^ 
and bis rider docupied^ bis d^mipique, <^ 
war^saddie, with an aif tliat;^owed it Was 
hi& faiiiiliar iieat. Ae h^d' a bright bttfL. 
nifihed head«^iecef With ai plume of iTea^^ 
thersy together with a cujrass, '4^Ick enough 
<» sesist a musket-ball, With a bacK-pieee 
c^lighier materials. These de&nsive' armi 
be^worei^ver 31 buff jerkin, aJong wftii a paiir 
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of gnuDtleti or steel-gloves, the tops ^ 
which reached up to his elbow» and which, 
like the rest of his armour, were of bright 
steel. At the front of his military saddle 
hung a case o»f pistols, far beyond the ordi* 
nary si2e, nearly two feet in length, and 
carrying bullets of twenty to the pound. 
A buff-belt, with a broad silver buckle, 
sustained on one side a long straight dou- 
ble-edged broad-sword, with a strong gusUrd, 
and a blade calculated either to strike or 
push. Qn the right side hung a dagger of 
about eighteen inches in length ; a sbqul- 
der-belt sustained at his back a musquettoon 
or blunderbuss,, and was crossed by a ban« 
delier containing his charges ^f ammani- 
tion. Thigh-pieces of steel, then termed 
taslets, met the tops of his huge jack*boots, 
and completed the equipage of a well-arm- 
ed trooper of the period. 

The appearance of the horseman him- 
self corresponded well with his military 
equipage, to which he had the air of having 
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hBOk kmg inmed. He vmn above the jsid* 
4]e iisse, and of strength ftti^cieiit to betr 
trHh ease the wdght of his *«i^apoii8» ofleii* 
siv^ and defensives Hisage mi^t be forty 
and upwards, and his counten^ce m$B 
thst of a remlute weather-beaten vetenuif 
^riio had seen many fields, and biaugbt 
away in 'token more than one scan At 
the dutance of abont tiiiity yacds he bidt-'. 
ed iitid stood fast, raised himself on bis 
alirrups, as if to reconndtre and ascertfdn 
the purpose of the opposite party> and 
brought his musquettoon under his rjg^bt 
arm, ^ready for use, if occasion lAould re- 
quire it. In every thing but numbefs^ lie 
had the advantage of those i¥ho seemed 
indinei to interrupt his passage* 

The leader of the party was, iod^^ 
wen mounted andxlad in a buff coat, lich- 
]y> embroidered, the half-military di:ea||i of 
the period} but fai£^ dooAcstics had Qidjr 
waxse Jackets of a thi^k felt, which could 
iicaree be expected to turn the pdge of a 

111. H . 
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sword, if wielded by a strong man ; .and 
none of them had any weapons, save swpFd$ 
and pistols, without whidbi gendemen, .6r 
their attendants, during those disturbed 
times, seldom stirred abroad. ; . 

When they had stood at gaze for about 
a minute, the younger gentleman gave the 
challenge which was then common in the 
mouth of all strangers who met in such 
circumstances—** For whom are you F" 

" Tell me first," answered the soldier, 
^ for whom are you ? — the strongest party 
should speak first.'' 

" We are for God and King Charles,** 
answered the first speaker^<< Now tell your 
faction, you know cur's ?" 

*< I am for God and my standard,^' an- 
swered the single horseman. 

*< And for which standard ?' replied the 
chief of the other party — «• Cavalier or 
Roundhead, King or Convention ?" 

«f By my troth, sir," answered the soldier, 
^ I would be loth to reply to you with an 
untruth, as a thing unbecoming a pavalier 
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of fortuDe and a Boldier. But to answec 
your qu^ry with befieepiii^ veracity, it is 
necessary I should} myself have resolved, to 
whilk (^ the present divisions of the king, 
dom I shall ultimately adhere, being a 

* 

matter wl^reon my mind is not as yet pre* 
ceesely ascertamed. 

^< I should have thought," answered the 
gentleman, " that, when loyalty and reli- 
gion are at stake, no gentleman or man 
of honour could be long in chu»ng; his 

party/' 

^^ Truly, sir," replied Che larooper, << if 
ye speak this in the way of vitiq>eration,. 
as meaning to impugn my honour or gen- 
teeiity, I would blythely put the same to 
issuer vending in that quarrel with my ^in- 
^e per^n .agaiii9t;yQU three* But if you 
speak it in thip way of logical ratiocination, 
whilk I hMe studied in my youth at the 
MareschftKColiege of Aberdeen, 1 am ready 
to prove to ye kgkiy that my reft>li|tion to 
defer, for a certain season, the taking up- 
on me either of these quarrels, not only be* 

8 
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fife 'tis a .^CMMiisttufti 'iiftd "A ttMi 4K. 
ibefteeibnMitdt has «>tlot»iea ^ %*s 'tttu 

the Lion of the North-, iMMI tt^iir iiMHty 
tii^r tt«Mfe leMftMi, Ikiitk lAMtnMtn abi 
Galviilfef, FhpM attd AnifMkii.'^ 

his ddttittftibs, 43^ yoif^^ gi^htkfttilk rft^ 
plied, ** I should be glad, sir, to have i k iMi 
c6ttVei«M(oft #iih J^M^n46 liMtMstkig 
ft ;i^fil^(»i«ft, ttn^ tdibtild %e p^ttttft if I ta^ 
dmnrvliitit y^ Hi fliMMUr bfmi mutb 1 
IMve- tti9^^ei^fHA«<L I rid«%bi«^vtllilli^ 
to a fifend^ htMMffe «iM tliMe ^tiK^dfaCiM, 

y6fi'«lNll%i«% gdttd t]Uiin!lffls«i- fhe^niglll, 
iM^ filee'^ttti^iiM <to>«*kl»'<|mttt''<i»#n>Miia 
i^ 4ll« llbhA^, ff jr^ii '^MbilMl «b tHdit. 
iAttiim^f»j<¥foM«4th Ws.*^ 

« Wh*tNi^ 'tbnA Wftilli6'tiie^fl»^ fHfV?^ 
ftMMjftd >lhe-i0liktiaitil 1iidtfriaii*<i3|:}^|ih 



into an. unbuMsadc." 

<* I am caUed," answefsc^ |I^ youRfOf 
gtfti^^t *' the ^I, of ^f<)i)t^li^ 9^di I 
Iji^Qst^ you will, r«<^v9 ^y bovQur a|^ 9. suf? 

fiildi)9r» ** wtt^oie.piMK)^ t» 9fft Mil lf<» 4o<iblr 

^^ With (m« mptipq, h« sqpli^<7«4 IMf 
VUfqii^^ooA «i hit l)««li,.ai)d^ilfith asotbet 
■Mdfi hifl fluUtarr iialiitfli to tha voiuiiz lUfe 

Ibrwatd.to join hiaghr^** Aad*! tn»«C MJ4 
ki^ <* my o^ anunu^t that I will be 
km (M«WmM<» to ydiu Iqfdal^ 4^ ftafi^ Qf 

ki fwk d^roig tb« < ^e w^ «N^ %b)d« 

t«|«t}|^^..wiU -qoit b^ «](tog^ar vi^pend- 
ed.in.ttHI9e<i<wbtftd<4iiM%i wbap, af> they 
•fQr^ A nifm'l b«i4 is }i9% i^ ^,«^1-c9B 
tliM;i.iAft maibk pftUp^" 

. *« Inmate ymr.m" ^^i 1^4 M«l»-; 
tett^ ** U)»^ to ji]4g^ frop your ^ppagAn 
fa»o^. K: QKipli Mgh^y. ^^^ ^e. ^v^i44g« 
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no occasion for any exercise of valour, as 
I expect to conduct you to good and 
friendly . quarters." 

" Good quarters, my lord,** replied the 
soldier, ^' are always acceptable, and are 
only to be postponed to good pay or good 
booty, not to mention the honour of a ca- 
valier, or the needful points of command- 
ed duty. And truly, my lord, your noble 
proffer is not the less welcome, in that I 
knew not prcceesely this night where I 
and my poor companion (patting his horse) 
were to find lodgments.'* 

«* May I be permitted to ask, then,** 
isaid Lord Menteith, " to whom I have the 

good fortune to stand quarter- master ?** 

* " . * 

" Truly, my lord,** said the trooper, 
«« my name is Dalgetty— Dugald Dalgetty, 
Ritt-master Dugald Dalgetty of Drute- 
thwacket, at your honourable service to 
command. It is a name you may' have 
seen in GaUo-Selgicus, the Swedish Intel- 
ligencery or, if you read High- Dutch, in 
the PUegendien Merceur of Leipsic. My 
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father, my lordi having by unthrifty courses 
reducted a fair patrimony to a nonentity, 
I had no better shift, when Twas eighteen 
year3 aiild, than to carry the learning whilk 
I had acquired at the Mareschal- College 
of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid and desig- 
nation 'of Drumthwacketi together with a 
pair of stalwarth arms, and legs conform, 
to the German wars, there to push my 
2Mray as a cavalier of fprtune* My lord, 
my legs arid arms stood me in more stead 
than either my gentle kin or my book- 
lear, and I found myself trailing a pike 
as a private -gentleman under old Sir Lu- 
jdovick Leslie, where I learned the rules 
o' service sae tightlyi that I will not forget 
Ihe^ in a hurry. Sir, I have been made to 
etand guard eight hours, being from twelve 
at noon to eight o'clock of the night, at 
the palace, armed with back and breast, 
l>ead.>piece and bracelets, being iron to the 
t;eet^> in a bitter frost, and the ice was as 
hisrrd as ev&r was flint ^ and all for stopping 
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Sft iotftant to «penk to my laiid9ai#f i wbw 
I should hanre gone to foU-caU.'^ 

<^ And doubtIe99| sic/' replied Lord Men» 
leitb, '^you 6^6 gone through some hof 
•ervice, as well as thi^ same cold duty yom 
talk of r ; 

^ Surely, my lord, it doth not become 
me to speak ; but he that bath seen tbf 
fields of Leipsie and of Lutse^ mi^ be 
aaid to have seen pitched battles^ Aii4 
ofie who hath witnessed the intaking^.of 
Frankfort, and Spanheim, and Nurembeii;^ 
and so forth, should know something aboot 
leagueri^ atorms^ onslaughts and out&Ui/^ 

<< But your merit, sir, aad expefieaoek 
Were, doubtless^ followed by projnotioB.'^^ 

<* It came dow, my lord, dooms slowi?, 
replied Dalgettyj << but as my Seottiih 
countrymen, the fathers of the war, aa4 
the raisera of those valc^mia Scotti^ rei^ 
giments that were the dread of 6ermaay» 
began to fall pretty thick, wbal with petti* 
lence and what with the sword, why we^ 
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Al«2r e)iitdreq5 ^ucc^^ded 1q their ipherit- 
aM^ .Sir, I] was six ye vs f|r&t private 
phdaiiigElt of ih^ eompal)^, aod thr^e years 
)aAeef#pei5^e{ disdainhig ^o receive i( hal-^ 
lHilt»48 unbecoming my birth. ^Wh^refore 
I waa uJ^ately pfoipot^ to b^ a fahp- 
^rsiEggar^ aa the Hig^h Oatcb call it» (which 
iSlpEn^et ap ancient) ip the King's li^eif JHe* 
l^nidni' of Black-{|or$e^ and* thereafter I 
^tfl» td be lieute^nant ai»(l 4tt.Hiastpr, un* 
^hhit invindble inonarshj the bulwark 
<ir ih6' Prote^tatit fai|;b^ the Lion of >he 
l^^hr the <:error of Ai(»tria» Qustavus the 
vicioHdus.^ 

« H'And yet» if J tiip^erstand yout Captain 
Dalgcil^ty,-^! think that rank corresponds 
wjfi^yottt-fbreign title of ritt.ma5ter»...i — ? 
u^M ff^ ^athtf grade preoseBely,'' answer 
^i^'TMg^ty^i <f ritt-master signifying fi- 
MHilly file^leaaer.'* 

iv^'l was^ obserying,** continued Ixwd 
Ifestisitb/ ^ that, if I understood you 
ri|ht, you hatf left the serviee of this great 

Hi 
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<< It was after his death~-it was afl^r 
his death, sir," said Dalgetty^ ^ when I 
was in no shape bound to continue mine 
adherence. There are things, my Ic^d^ m 
that service, that cannot but go against tiie 
stomach of any cavalier of honour. • In 
especial, albeit the pay be none of the 
most superabundant, being only aboiit six- 
ty dollars a month to a ritt*master^> yet 
the invincible Gustavus never paid above 
one-third of that sum, whiUc ^was distb- 
buted monthly by way of loan ; ^thdugli, 
when justly considered, it was, in. fact^-a 
borrowing by that great monarch of the 
additional two-thirds which were dite to 
the soldier. And X have seen some whole 
regiments of Dutch and Holsteiners ma- 
tiny on the field of battle, like base scuU 
lionsi crying out Gelt, gelt, signifying tbdr 
desire of pay, instead of falling to blows 
like our noble Scotch blades, wtio * ever 
disdained, my lord, postponing of honour 
to filthy lucre." . * 

^* But were not these arrears/' said I«ofd 
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Menteidi^ ^> paid to the soldiery at some 
stated period ?'* 

« My lord;' said Dalgetty, « I take it 
on my coDseieiice» Uiat at no period^ and 
by iio p(»6tbte process, could one creutzer 
of "them ever be recovered. I myself never 
saw twenty dollars of my own all the time 
I served the invincible Gustavus, unless it 
was from the chance of a stormy or vic- 
tory, or the fetching in . some town or 
doorp, when a cavaUer of fortune, who 
knows the usage of wars^ seldom faUeth to 
md^e some, small profit." . 

•' I b^in^ rather to wonder, sir," said 
Lofd Menteith, «< that you should have 
continued so long in the Swedish service, 
than that you should have ultimately with- 
drawn from it." 

" Neither I should," answered the ritt* 
master ; <* but that great leader, captain, 
• and king, the Lion of the North, and the 
bulwark of the Protestant faith^ had a 
way of winning battles, tajking towns, over- 
running countries,* and levying contribu- 



180 TALEB OV Mt JJLmrLO^. 

tions, whilk tmde his service irfeKflt3>I]r 
delectable to all true-bred cavaliers yAi0 
foOow the noble profession of arms. Sim^ 
pie as I ride here, my lord» f have mysdf 
commanded the whole stift of DunklespCel 
on th^ Lower Rhine, occupying the Fkls- 
grave^s palace, Consuming his choice whies 
with my comrades, calling in contributions^ 
requisitions, and caduacs, and not fkiiing to 
lick my fingers, as became a good cook* 
But truly all this glory hastened to decay, 
after our great master had been shot with 
three bullets on the field of Lutsen ; when^ 
fore, 'finding that Fortune had changed 
sides, that the borrowings and lendings 
went on as before out of our pay, wh{?e 
the caduacs and casualties were aU 6ut io^ 
I e'en gave up my commission, and took 
service with Wallenstcin in Walter Buder^s 
Irish regiment.** 

^ And may I beg to knbw of you,** saB^ 
Xbrd Menteith, appar^ly interested in 
the adventures of this soldier of fortunt, 
J«how yon liked this change of innteirB?^ 
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«^ Indifferent weH,*" said the Captdi 
^ very iodiffisr^At welU I cannot nay that 
At Emperor paid much bHter tbm the 
great Gustavas. For hard km>eltt» we had 
plenty of them. I was often obliged, to mn 
my head agionst my old ac^aintanoesi the 
Swedish feathers, whi& your honoinr OHitt 
conceive to be douUe-pointed stakes, tftiod 
with iroil' at each end, aiid planted before 
the squad of pikes to prevent an infatt of 
the cavalry< The whilk Swedish feathers^ 
although they lock gay to the eye, resem- 
bl^g the lArubs or lesser trees of «i forest^ 
as the puissant pikes, arranged in battalia 
bichifid theoi, correspond to the tall (unes 
thereof, yet^ nevertheless, are not alu>ge« 
ther so spft to encounter as the piumi^ . 
of a goose, Howbeit, in despite of heavy 
tAows and light pay, a cavalier of fortune 
may thrive indifferently well in the inpe>* 
!ul service, in tespeet his private casualties 
are nothing so dosdy lodced to* as by the 
Swede ; and so that an officer did his duty 
OB the field, natber WaBeastein nor Pap- 
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.p^heimy nor<old Tilly before ttiem, "mmld 
.likely' listen to the ob^juigations of bo<Hs 
or. burgbers agtipst aay commander or -bo^ 
.Auio'byivvlioai they chanced to be somewint 
cl^N^y^^honi^ So that an expef ienced ca« 
vtiii^r, knowing how to lay^ as our Scottish 
phji^ase rtins^ 'the- head of the bow to the tail 
ofithe grif^/nught get out of the country 
the pay whilkhe could not obt^n frpm the 
^emperon" 

M. With. a &AI hand, sir, doi^btless, and 
with, interest," said Lord Menteith. 

/« JnduhitikWyj my lord," answered Dal- 

g«*fcyf cODdposedly ; ^* for it would be 

. doubly disgraceful for any soldado of rank 

to have his nam^ called in question for aiqr 

petty, delinquency *" 

** And. pray, six;," conitinued I^ord Men- 
teith, '« wh^t made you ieaye so ga^ul -a 
:«ers^ce>?" 

*« Whyi t;^ly» sir," answered the sol- 
dier^ M^an Jirish cavali^,. called O'QuU- 
Ugpan, beif^-miyor^of our ^regiment^ and 
I having iiad ^woxils with him the night 
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befiiK, respecting the worth 4nd prece- 
dence .of ^ our several nations, > it pleased 
fahnthe nest day to dcUver his. ocders to 
me with4he point of hisbattoon advanced 
-and held aloof, instead of declining and 
trailing the saoacy lis is the fieishion from a 
oiourteous commanding officer tomifds his 
equal in rank, though, it may lie,. his infe* 
rior in military grade. Upon this quarrel, 
sir^ we fought in private rencontre; and 
as, in the perquisitions which followed, it 
pleased Walter Butler, our Oberst or colo- 
nel, to give the lighter punishment to his 
countryman and the heavier to me, where- 
upon ill-stomaching such partiality^. I ex- 
changed my commission for one under the 
Spaniard." 

« I hope you found .yoursdf betfei" off 
by the change ?*^ said Lord Mehteith« , 
' << In good sooth/ answered the itit(U 
naster, >< I. had but; little to comfdain c^. 
The pay was somewhat regular, being Ivr- 
ni^edby the rich Flemings* and Walloons 
of the . Lo W' Coiimry. ^ . Hie quai terjs wei^ 
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ezceUefit ^ Ute gftoS wheUes ltere9^titiB 
Benii^ wne better UiiMi tbe Ft«raM<f3ri»- 
bread of tfief ^ei^ and 'Bl«niih ime ^M» 
mora pleaijrwkh^as tinui*-evetf i jiMrHfcfr 
lilack beer of BMfoekiH Q&al*fiii^ dikv^ 
Service thipMi ixhi» neBie> 4My-^ecii'¥tfi 
Mi&i mA tlitf lit^ meit^ffHi^bi oHeavfe 
imdone, at our pleasure ; ajt txetXiifytf9' 
IsremeBt Ibr a cairsdSer vom^iiAitt vnuery e€ 
idd aad leagtter, 'vho hitf putebascj^ irfth 
hii blodd ti» "Mueh htiMvu i»nigW}H^ 
his turn, and wm deritous tif 1^'ltVite '«ia» 

SAd good Hvfl}g.^= '• : '• -••''' 

<* And na^I Afeir,'' said Xiord' Bfi^twHik 
« ivliy yeti^Clpttiii^ bdug) ala I-^j^fMM^ 
ittdie aHuatloii yoiideNlryie^ f«til«d<^AMft'< 
the Spafriib sepvide also P ■ > ' '• > • "t*:..! 

' • Yoil iinko eoDiAier, lay iMd/ Aiat yomt 
Sptttiard/' replied Captain Di^;et^y «* !»» 
piMoB-altogetbtt'UfipflnittelBd-'in'bli -vmt 
tOfhoat, wheretlMoagh he nudcttk ii0t'^ mh 
otant of aueh ftre^n eamdiefs of vrioKf ia 
ate pleased to4aikJ»,a«rtiee vilh biul. Attdn 
gaUing thiiv it is to areiir btaonabte vA- 

7 



^Q to be put nUe, aadlpostponed,. aod 
^Ugedtoyidd pfdereneetq ei^eiy fmCog 
figpiprr «h<v w^e, it the qoeitkni. whiek 
ifaWBild &a| mount a^broch et pMb of ptk% 
might be apt to yield wiUicg pboe to a 
ScottUh cM$^r. Mon&wh sir^ I wm 
pikked in ccmoieiKHi fctpc^tiiig it niettw 
affdigioB*^ 

^^« I ihoul4 sot have thotigbl» Gaptaiii 
Dalget^t that an ohi sohtter^.. wkg^ ba& 
diaoged semce so ofkeit^ if oiild bam be^ 
too icriqpolow OD Uiat bead*'* 

'* No more I a»» my lonH** laid die Ca^ 
tab^ ** sinee I bold it to be the duly otthe 
chafdaiB of the regifoeotta settle those mat*^ 
tesa for mcb aod every other farawe twi^p. 
inasmuch as be does nothingelse tbailkooir 
fpf bis p97 and allowances* But this was 
'm particoltt case^ my lord, a eui» i«yf». 
tiwMf aal may say,, in whilk Ihad ndchap^ 
laiii of my own persoinoB to aet mmf 
9^vi$w* I found, in shorty th»t altbmngjl 
my braog a Protestant might be winked alt 
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in' respect that I was. a man o£ s^ion^ and 
had :more : experience thaa sdl ;tlie « Dons io 
our teriia^^t together, yet, when in garrw 
soti, it was expected I should go to 'mass 
with the regiment. Now, my lord, as* a 
true Scottish man, and educatedat the:Ma* 
reschal College of > Aberdeen, I was Uound 
to uphold tiie mass to be an act of bltnded 
papistry and utter idolatry ,^^ whilk I was^ al- 
together unwilling to homologajte* by my 
presence. True it is, that I consulted oa 
the point with a worthy countryman of my 
own, ' one Father Fatsides, of the Scottish 
- Convent in Wurfzburg'^—— ^ 

. ^ And I hope,^' oteerved I/ord Ment^ti^ 
.^ "you obtained a clear opinioii from the 
ghostly fiUher ?" 

* *« "As clear as it could be,*". repUed Capk 
4ain Daigetty, *' considering ;we badidmnk 
fiixijfiasks of Bhenishj and iabouttwo mut(^ 
kins of Kircbeen-wwMr. Father Futsideft io- 
£)rmed!me, that, as nearly as;he copld judge 
for; a heretic like ^mysdf, it signified not 



macb wjbclbw I. went to.masaor j^t, see- 
ing my eternal perdkten.WM d^ned^and 
raided, at any riu^^^ in. respect of my impe- 
sotont and Qbdurate .perseverance in my 
dawnabte heieay. Being - diaeoutaged* by 
tbla reefKiBs^i. I iqppUed. to a Dutch pairtw 
of 'the. reformed cburbfa^: who .told me, ^he 
tbcHlg^t I might lawfully go to. masfit in re- 
spect that the prophet permitted Naaman* 
a .mighly man .of valour and an bonoura- 
Ue cavalier , of Syria» to follow. his master 
iQto the house of Rimmon, a false giody or 
idol, te whom he had vowed serviee, and 
to bow down when the king was leaning 
iqpon his hand* Bat neithar#,was tbis^an- ; 
nser satisffpjbwy 4oimei both beoau£(e theK 
W9S an unco di£^enoe betW38M)'>aiii anoint. 
C3i King of Syria and our Spknidi coku»e|, 
w^om I could have blown away like the 
peelings of an iof an, and chiefly^ hec^tose I 
cdtiUl not . fifid the tfaipg wa| reqiiiqed of 
roe jby any of the articles of war ; nf ither 
wsasi I proffi^red .any xonsideiiation, either 
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m.p«n9iuait#af paf ^for the wrasg Ix^fkifc^ 

MttdLoEd Mndeill|# . ••. 

«< lu tratb cli<l Iy.my l»|df •fid^afteriij^ 
ii^, for a tkatb time trnv ca» Acre otfaar 
pov€i% I: emti took oa for » titM' tdtfi* 
Iheb High. MigfatiiMmi' tbe^liies^of Hb^ 

.^« And hoir^ did theff nrtice jtmft wilb^ 
]BDiir httmomr 1^ 9^u dinnaoded bis €OIb« 

^ 5< C^t lay kidy? iii&d: ihe aaUier sra. 
Mft (ol!veiitbji8iaii% M^ their >lidia?ioiirt<Hi 
fay^igr m%ht be; • pettcfft fee aUiEtioiqpe 
mm»o ^hoETowinga^ ne leadpgst^i^ o&at% . 
^/.eqpoeriii lell faaleneod and feid like' a 

c^Uipti uA tbe aUofeiepcw micheilaBge» 
i^0f.bttt theiw nsiiv (hcQ^ aae iitpireaeea^ 
acriq^uto^ praplp^ encl^iiiU aloai aafehiiif 
fK) fecpedilleea^ - So thafr ilta^ <faoer jcca» 
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loud enoii^h to«be hiMrd ribovehttr Ilfte1j^ 

a Mldiev aC hmaia^ ihdl be-^dngired^ not 

bdSire his tf wfi drait-tnttrtkli iriioiMi belt 

|ild^ of iftBd ^pttMsh his dbttidftsi bat be* 

£iie«a btte taedhilQkId tmrgtKfliastar, "wkm 

diattmitttfoe hito ^tk the #38p>boB8ei the 

cwdi ^mA ^idiit 'iiot^ m if he ^waew one «f 

the^wiMnetn^iubphfbJ0ttikl^e«Qr4bre«^ 

ed booTB. So, not being abte to div^ 

longer among those ungrateful plel»eians, 

who, although unable to defend themselves 

hy tiieir proper strength, will nevertheless 

aliow the noble foreign cavalier who en- 

^qges with them nodiing beyond his dry 

wages, whigh no honourable spirit will put 

in competition with a liberal licenoe and 

honowaUecountenance, I resolved to leave 

the service of the MTnheers. Ami hearing 

at th» time, to my exceeding satisfaction, 

tfait tiiew is something to be doing thh 

amoamer in my way in this my dear native 

country, I am come hither, as they say, 
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Itke a. beggar to 'sl bridal, in order to' give 
idy loving oountrymen the advantage of 
that experience which I have acquired in 
fi»rei^ partis. So your lordship has an out- 
line of my brief story, excepting those pas- 
sages of -action in the field, in leaguers, 
stdrms, and onslaaghtSf'whilk would be wea- 
risome to narrate, and might, peradven- 
tutci better befit any otiier tongue llian 
mine own.'' 
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CHAPTEIt III! 

For plc^ of right let ^statesmen ivez .their, head^ 
Battle's my. business, and my gueisdQii bread ; 
And^ with the sworded Switzer, I can say. 
The best of cameB is the best of pay. * 

The diflSiculty and narrowness of the 
road had by this time become such as to 
interrupt the conversation of the travel-^ 
lers, and Lord Menteith, reining back .his 
horse^ held a moment's private conversa- 
tion Tfi^itfai hbi dqmes(icst The Captain^ who 
now led the vai) of the party, sft&r about, 
a quarter of a mile'^ slp^ and toilsome ad- 
vance, up a brol^en and rugged . asoen^ 
emerged into an upland valieyj, to which a 
mountain, stream acted as drain^ and af» 
forded sufficient room upon its greensward 
banks, for . the travellers to pursue their 
journey in a more social manner. 
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liord Mentdth accordih^y resumed the 
^conversation, which had been interrupted 
hj the dfficulties <^ the way, *< I should 
hsve thought," said be to Captain Dalget- 
tjf ^* that a cavalier of your hcmourable 
mark, who hath so loi^ feiloWHsd the va- 
liant Ktirg 0p Sweden^ and entertains «uch 
« suitable contempt for the base mecba- 
nical Stsftes of Hoiiand, would not have 
hesitated to embrace the cause of Kii^ 
Charles, m preference to thM of the lew* 
bora, roilifdrheaded, canting knaves wlm 
are in rebeHion against 4iiswitiiority.^ 

* 1r^ «peftk reasonably, my lerd,** sai*^ 
BiiigetCy, *^ md, tOteierU pm-Skm, I m^bt 
be indueed to ^sre^ the matter m the same 
l^gfM. , Bat, my lard, there is ^ isouthem 
ptoveibr^^e 'Words batter no parsnips. 
I iMms^tieard'^^tiough* sinee^I eameihefe,te 
iitii^y we thAt a cav^^lier'pf honour is^ftee- 
tO' teke^ny 'party in^is civil "embraihnent 
Wh^k Ive may^nd wost convenient for his 
'ownpeev^iar* Lc^alty is ydur pisss-word, 
mj lord;— Elb«ty, toars another ^cSd 
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Srom th€t)ther side of the strath — the King, 
$faoutis one-f^the Parlislment, roars another 
•^Montrose for ever, cries Donald, waving 
his bonnet-^ Argyle and Le van, cries a sou th- 
country Saunders, vapouring with his hat 
and feather. Fight for the bishops, says a 
priest, with his gown and rochet — Stind 
Mout for the kirk, cries a minister, in a Ge- 
neva cap and band.-^Good watch- words all 
— excellent watch-words. Whilk cause is 
the best I cannot say. But sure am I that 
I have fought knee-deep in blood many a 
day for one that was ten degrees worse than 
the worst of them a'*** 

" And pray, Captain Dalgetty,** said his 
lordship, "since the pretensions of both 
parties seem to you so equals will you 
please to inform us by what circumstances 
your preference will be determined ?* 

" Simply upon two considerations, my 
lord," answered the soldier. « Being, first, 
on which side my services would be in most 
honourable request:— And, secondly, whilk 

voi,. in. I 
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is a corollary of the first, on whilk party 
they are likely to be most gratefully requi* 
ted. Andy to deal plainly with you, my 
lord, my opinion at present doth on both 
points rather incline to the side of the Par- 
liament" 

<* Your reasons, if you please," said Lord 
Menteith, *< and perhaps I may be able to 
meet them with others which are more 
powerful." 

<< Sir, I shall be amenable to reason^** 
said Captain D^lgetty, ** supposing it ad- 
dresses itself to my honour 'and my inte- 
rest Well, then, my lord, here is a sort of 
Highland host assembled, or expected to 
assemble, in these wild hills, in the King's 
behalf. Now, sir, you know the nature of 
our Highlanders. I will not deny them to be 
a people stout in body and valiant in heart, 
and courageous enough in their own wild 
way of fighting, which is as remote from the 
usages and disciplines of war as ever was 
that of the ancient Scythians, or of the sal- 
vage Indians of America that now is. They 
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Ittirena saiie ttickle as a German whistle, ot 
a dram, to beat a maf ch, an alarm, a charge, 
a retreat, a reveiUee, o^ the tattoo, or any 
other point of war ; and their damtaable 
tkirlin' pipes, whilk they themselves pre- 
tend to understand, are as unintelligible to 
the ears of any cavaliero accustomed to cU 
vilized warfare. So that^ were I underta- 
king to discipline such a breechless mob, 
it were impossible for me to be understood ; 
and, if I were understood, judge ye, my 
lord, what chance I had of being obeyed 
among^ a band of half salvages^ who are ac- 
customed to pay to their own lairds and 
chiefs, allenarly, that respect and obedience 
whilk ought to be paid to commissionate 
ofiBcers. If I were teaching them to form 
battalia by extracting the square root, that 
is, by forming your square battalion of equal 
number of men of rank and file, correspond- 
ing to the square root of the full number 
present, what return could I expect for com-^ 
municatingtliis golden secret of military tac- 
tic, except it may be a dirk in my wame, on 

11 
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placing some M* Alister More, M*Sbemei or 
Capperfae, in the flank or rear/ when he 
claimed to be in the . van ?—Truly, well 
saith holy writ, • if ye cast pearis before 
swine, they will turn again and rend ye.* *' 
'• I believe, Anderson,'* said Lord Men- 
teitb, looking back to one of bis servants, 
for both were close behind him, " you can 
assure this gentleman, we shall have more 
.occasion for experienced officers, and be 
^ore disposed to profit by their instruc- 
tions, than he seems to be aware of." 

^st With your honour's permission,** said 
Anderse«i, respectfully raising his 'cap, 
" when we are joined by the Irish infantry 
who are expected, and who should belaud- 
ed before now, we shall have need of good 
soldiers to discipline our levies." 

** And I should Irke well — very well, to be 
employed in such service,*' said Dalgetty ; 
" the Irish are pretty fellows-^very pretty 
/ellows — -I desire to see none better in the 
field. I once saw a brigade of Irish, at the 
inlaking of Frankfort upon the Oder, stand 

13 
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• 

to it with sword and pike until they beat 
off the blue and yellow Swedish brigades, 
esteemed as stout as any that fought under 
the immortal Gustavus. And although stout 
Hepburn, valiant Lumsdale, courageous 
.Monroe, with myself and other cavaliers, 
made entry elsewhere at point of pike, yet, 
had we all met^ith such opposition, we had 
returned with great loss and little profit. 
Wherefore these valiant Irishes, being all 
put to the sword^ asvis usual in such cases, 
did nevertheles9 gain immortal praise and 
honour J. so that, ftw- their sakes, r^ave 
always Ijorved and honoured those of that 
nation next to my own country of Scot- 
land.'^ ^ . 

*< A command of Irish," said Menteitb, 
^ I think I could almost promise you, 
sliould you be disposed to jembrace the> 
royal cause." T ^^ 

•* And yet," said Captain Dalgetty, <* my 
second and ^greatest difficulty remains be- 
hind ; for, although I hold it a mean an^ 
sordid thing for a soldado to have nothing 



N 
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in his mouth font pay and gdt, like the 
base cul lions, the German lanz^knechtSj 
whom I mentioned before ; and although 
I will maintain it with my sword, that ho- 
nour is to be preferred before . pay, frep 
quarters9 and arr^urs, yet, an^rarh^ a sol- 
dier's pay being the counterpart of his 
lengagemeht of service, it becomes a wise 
and considerate cavalier to consider what 
xemuneration he is to receive for his ser- 
vice, and from what funds it is to be paid. 
And truly, from what I can see and hear, 
the Convention are the purse-masters. Thfi 
Highlanders, indeed, may be kept in hu- 
mour, by allowing them to' steal cattle.; 
and for the Irishes, your lordship aoQ 
your noble associates may, according to 
the practice of the wars in such cases, pay 
them as seldom or as little as may suit 
your pleasure or convenience ; but the 
same mode of treatment doth not appty to 
a cavalier like me, who must keep up hia 
horses, servants, arms, and equipage, and 
who neither can, nor will, go to warfiue 
upon his own charges.'' 
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Anderson, the dofnestic who had before' 
spoken, now respectfully addressed his 
master — ^* I think, my lord," he said, ** that, 
under yoar lordship*^ favour, I could say 
Bometliing to remove Captain Dalgetty^s 
second objection also. He asks us where we 
Are to collect our pay f Now, in my poor 
mind, the resources are as open to us as t6 
the Covenanters. They tax the country 
according to their pleasure, and dilapidate 
the estates of the King's friends ; now, were 
vre once in the Lpw Country, with our. 
Highlanders and oiir Irish at our backs, 
and our swords in our hands, we can find 
many a fat traitor whose ill gotten wealth 
shall fill our military chest and satisfy our 
soldiery. Besides, confiscations will fall in 
thick, and in giving donations of forfeited 
lands to every adventurous cavalier who 
joins his standard, the King will at once 
reward his friends and punish his enemies. 
In short, he that joins these Roundhead 
dogs may get some miserable pittance of 
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pay — ^he that joxns^ our standard has a 
chance to be knight» lord, or earl, if luck 
serve hiiD/' 

•' Have you ever served, myi good 
friend f'^ said the Captain to the spokes* 
man. 

*• A little, sir, in these our domestic, 
quarrels,'? answered the man^ modestly. 

*• But never in Germajoy or the Low; 
Countries?* said Dalgetty, 

** I never had the honour," answered An- 
derson. 

•• I profess," said Dalgetty, addressing 
Lord Menteith, " your lordship's servant, 
has a sensible, natural, pretty idea of mili- 
tary matters; somewhat irregular though^ 
and smells a little too much of selling the 
bear's skin before he has hunted him. I 
will take the matter, iiovvever, into my con« 
side rat ion." 

*• Do so, Captain,^' said Lord Menteith ;. 
*^ you will have the night to think of it, for 
we are now near the house, where I hope 
to insure you a hospitable reception.'' 
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** And that is what will be very wel- 
coine»^ said the Captain, <* for I have tasted 
no food since day-break but a farl of oat 
cake, which I divided with my horse. So 
I have been fain to draw my sword-belt 
three bores tighter for very extenuation, 
lest hunger and heavy ixojx should make 
the gird slip*" 



i2 
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CHA^TBR IV. 

^ ..... . • .• • / . 

Qqqb on a tme^nq matter when,: * , ^ < 

Some Glunimies met in a glen; 

As deft and tight as ever wore 

A durk, a targe, and a chiymorey . 

Short hose, and belted plaid or trews» 

In Uist, Lochaber, Skye, or Lewes, 

Or cover'd hard head with s bonnet ; 

Had yOu'^but known them yon would own it. 

Mestom. 

A HILL was now before the travellers, 
eovered with an ancient forest of Scot* 
tish firs, the topmost of which, flinging their 
scathed branches across the western hori- 
zon, gleamed ruddy in the setting sun. In 
the centre of thisf wood rose the towers, or 
rather the chimneys, of the house, or castle, 
as it was called, destined for the end of 
their journey. 

A^ usual at that period, one or two high- 
rulged parrow buiidings, intersecting aad 
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crossing each other, formed the corps cfe« 
logis. A projecting bartizan or two, with 
the addition of small turrets at the angles, 
much resembling pepper boxesi had procu« 
red for Darnlinvarach the dignified appeU 
lation of a castle. It was surrounded by a 
low court-yard wall, within which were the 
usual and necessary offices. 

As the travellers approached more near- 
ly, they discovered marks of recent addi- 
tions to the defences of the place, which had 
been suggested doubtless by the insecurity 
of these troublesome times. Additional 
loop* holes for musketry were struck out in 
different pirts of the building and of its 
surrounding walk The windows had been 
of new carefully secured by stancheons of 
iron, crossing each other athwart and end- 
long like the grates of a prison. The door 
of the court yard was shut* and it was only 
after cautious challenge that one of its leaves 
was opened by two domestics, both strong 
Highlanders, and both under arms, like 
Bitias aad Fandarus in the .^Qneid, ready 
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to defend the entrance if ai:^ht hostile had 
ventured an intrusion. 

When the travellers were admitted into 
the court, they found additional prepara- 
tions for defence. The walls were scaffold* 
id for the use of fire-arms, and one or twof 
of the small guns, called sackersand falcons^ 
were moutited at the angles and flanking 

turrets; ' 

More domestics, both in the Highland 
and Lowland dress, instantly rushed fronj 
the interior of the mansion, and some 
hastened to take the horses of the stran- 
gers, while others waited to marshall them 
a way into the dwelling-house. But Cap- 
tain Dalgetty refused the proffered assist- 
apce of those who wished to relieve him 
of the charge of his bcwse. *« It is my cus- 
torn, my friends, to see Gustavus (for so I 
have called him after my invincible master,) 
accommodated myself ; we are old friends 
and fellow travellers, and as I often need 
the use of his legs, I always lend him in my 
turn the service of my tongue, to call for 



s^ 



A UGSND OF MONTROSE. 200 

whatever he has occasion for ;" and accord- 
ingly he strode into the stable after his 
steed without farther apology. 

Neither Lord Menteith nor his attend* 
ants paid the same attention io their horses, 
but, leaving them to the proffered care of 
the servants of the place, walked forward 
into the house, where a sort of dark vaults 
ed vestibule displayed, among other mis* 
cellaneous articles, a huge barrel of two* 
penny ale, beside which were ranged two or 
three wooden queicbs or bickers, ready, it 
would appear, for the service of whomso- 
ever thought proper to employ them. Lord 
Menteith applied himself to the spigdt» 
drank without ceremony, and then handed 
the stoup to Anderson, who followed his 
master's example, but not until tie had 
flung out the drop of ale which reipained, 
and slightly rinsed the wooden cup.' 

" What the de'il, man," said an old High* 
land servant belonging to the family, " cani 
she no jdrink after her ain master nrithout 
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washing the oup i^ 6{»llkig thie ale, and 
be damned to her .^ * 

^< I was bred in Fhince,'' answered An. 
devsmi, << where nobody dtmks after an- 
other out of the same cup^ unless it be after 
m young lady." 

' ^^ The te^ils in thigftr nteety^'' said DcmaiM ; 
^ and if the ale foe gude» fat the waur is^ 
that another mtfn's beard's been in the 
fueich befoi^ yt f^ 

Anderson's companion drank without 
observing the ceremony which had givea 
Donatd 66 much dfience, and both of them 
followed their master into the low arched 
atone hall, which was the common ren* 
dezvous of a Highland family. A large fire 
of peats in the huge chimney at the upper 
end shed a dim light through the apart* 
ment, and was rendered necessary by the 
damp, by which, even during the summer, 
the apartment was rendered uncomfortable. 
Twenty or thirty targets^ as many clay« 
mores» with dirks, and plaids, arid guns, 
both matehJock and fire^lock, and long* 
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and coats of plate arouHif) and steel bon- 
nets, and head pieces, luid the more an* 
Gieiift habergeons,' or shirts of reticulated 
mail, with jhood and beeves corre^ponditig 
to4t, all hung in confusion about the walls^ 
ttod would have formed a month's umuse- 
meat to a meiiiber of a modem antiqubrian 
society. But sqch things were too familiar 
to attract mudi observation on the part of 
the pr^seft spiectators. • 

There was a lai^e clumsy oaken table, 
wbi<^ the hasty hospitality of the domes- 
tic wbo> had b^ore spoken, immediately 
4|pread with milk^ butter, goat^nilk cheese, 
a flagon of beer, and a flask of usquebss, 
designed for the refreshment of Lord Men** 
teith ; while an inferior servant made si- 
milax preparations at the bottom of the ta- 
ble for the bene^t oi his attendants. The 
8pac9 which intervened between them was, 
according to the manners e£ th^ times, sufl 
ficient distinction between master and ser- 
vaqt, even thou^ the former wasi as in 
the present instance, of high rank* Mean- 
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while they stood by the.fire, the young 
nobleman under the chimney, and his ser- 
vants at some little distance. ' 

^* What do you think, Anderson/' said 
the former, " of our fdlow traveller ?** 

'< A stout fellow,** replied AndersOflt 
^ if all be good that is upcome. I wish 
we had twenty such to put pur Teagues in- 
to some sort of discipline.** * 

** J differ from you, Anderson,** said 
Lord Menteith ; ^< I think this fellow Dal- 
getty is one of those horse-leeches, whose 
appetite fcVblood being only sharpened by 
what he has sucked in foreign countries, 
he is now returned to b^attelLupph'tl 
his own. Shame on tl 

r 

cenary swords-men ! tl 
name of Scot through all Europe equiva^ 
tent to that of a pitiful mercenary, who 
knbws neither honotar nor principle but 
his month's pay, who transfei's his alle-. 
giance from standard to standard, at the. 
pleasure of fortune or the best bidder ; and 
ix} whose insatiable thirst for plunder and 
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warm quarters we owe much of tliat civil 
dissension which is no.w turniaq^ our sword» 
^aiost our own boweU. I had scarce pa- 
tience with the hired gladiator, and yet 
oould hardly help laughiog at the extremis 
ty pf hi» impudence." 

" Your lordship will forgive me," said 
Anderson, " if I i%,commend to you in the 
present circumstances, toconceal at leasta 
part of this generous indignation ; we can- 
not, unfortunately»do our work without the 
assistance of those who act on baser mo- 
tives than our own. To use the oanting 
phrase of the aarnts in.the En^sh Fartia- 
:e the assistance of 
lod the sotdado ; the 
li too many for us." ' 
; then, as welt as I 
can," said LordMenteith, "as I have hi- 
therto done, upon your hint. But I wish 
tlje fellow at the devil with ail my heart." 

'" Ay, but still you must remember, my 
lord," resumed Anderson, '* that to cure 
tht bite of a scorpion, you must crush an- 
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Other scorpion on the womnd— *but stop, 
we shall be overheard." 

From a side-door in the hall glided a 
Highlander into the apartment^ whose lofty 
stature, complete equipment, as well as the 
feather in his bonnet, and the cbnftlence 
of his demeanour, announced to be a per- 
son of superior rank. He walked slowly 
up to the table, and made no answer to 
Lord Menteith, who, addressing him by the 
name of Allan, asked him how he did. 

^ Ye manna speak to her e'en now^*^ 
whispered tfie old attendant. 

The tall Highlander, sinking down upon 
the open settle next the fire, fixed his 
eyes upon the red. en|^||^|^b^y^ 
heap of turf, and seel||^^H|BHPprb- 
fi^und abstraction. His dark eyes and wild 
and enthusiastic features bore the air of 
one who, deeply impressed with his own 
subjects of meditation, pays little attention 
to extenor objects. An air of gloomy se- 
verity, the fruit perhaps df ascetic and so- 
litary habits^ might, in a Lowluider, hart 
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been ascribed to reli^ous fanaticisin ; but 
by that disease of the mmd, then so com* 
mon both in England and the X^ow Conn* 
try of Scotland, the Highlanders of this pe- 
;^od were rarely infected. They had, how« 
ever, their own superstitions, which over- 
clouded the mind with thick*coming &n«> 
des, as completely as the puritanism of 
their neighbours. 

^< His lordship's honour," said the High- 
land servant^ sideling up to Lord Men* 
teith, and speaking in a vtty low tone» 
^^liis lordship manna speak to Allan even 
now, for thje cloud is upon his mind."' 

Lord Menteith nodded, and took no 
£irther notice of the reserved mountaineer. 

<< Said I not," said the latter, suddenly 
ratsipg his stately person upright, and locdc* 
ing at the domestic — ^ said I not that font 
were to come, and here stand biit three on 
the hall floor?'' 

<< In troth did. ye aay sae, Allan," said 
ihexAd Highlander, <« and here's the fourth 
man comk^ clinking in at the yett o'en now 
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from the stabkii for he's shelled like a par- 
tan wi' akn on back and breast, haunch 
and shanks. And am I to set her chair up 
near the Menteith's, or down wf the ho- 
nest gentlemen at tne foot of the table ?" 

Lord Menteith himself answered the en* 
quiry by pointing to a seat beside his own. 

^ And here she comes," said Donald, as 
Captain Dalgetty entered the hall ; *^ and 
I hope gentlemens will all take bread and 
cheese, as we «ay in the glens,, until better 
meat be ready, until the Tiemach comes 

back frae the hill wi' the soutfaern gentfe^ 
folks, and then, Dugald Cook will shew 
himself wi' his kid and hill venison." 

In the meaa tkne. Captain Dalgetty had 
entered the apartment, and walking up to 
the iseat placed next Lord Menteith, was 
leaning on the back of it with his arms 
folded. Anderson and his companion wait- 
ed at the bottom of the table, in a respect- 
ful attitude, until they should receive (Per- 
mission to seat themi^elves ; while three or 
four Highlanders, under the direction ^f old 
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Donald, ran hither and thither to bring ad- 
ditional articles of food^ or stood still to 
give attendance upon the guests* 

In the midst of these prepatrations, Allan 
suddenly started up, and snatching a lamp 
from the hand of an attendant, held it close 
to Balgetty's face, while he perused his 
features with the moist heedful and grave 
attention. 

•* By my honour,*' said Dalgetty, half 
displeased,' as, mysteriously shaking his 
head, Allan gave up the scrutiny — "I trow 
that lad and I will ken each other when we 
meet again/' 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom 
of the table, and having, by the aid of his 
lamp, subjected Anderson and his compa- 
nion to the same investigation, stood a mo* 
ment as if in deep reflection, then touching 
his forehead, suddenly seized Anderson by 
the arm, and before he could oflPer any effec- 
tual resistance, half led and half dragged 
him to the vacant seat at the upper end, 
and haying made a mute intimation that he 
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ihould there place himselfi he hurried the 
soldado "with the same unceremoniotis pre-^ 
cipitation to the bottom of the table. The 
Captain, exceedingly incensed at this free- 
dom, endeavoured to shake Allan from 
him with violence; but» powerful as he 
was, he proved in the struggle inferior 
to the gigantic mountaineer, who threw 
him off with such violence, that after reel- 
ing a few paces he fell at full length* and 
the vaulted hall rang with the clash of His^ 
armoun When he arose, his ^st action inras 
to draw his sword and to fly at Allan, who^ 
^with folded arms, seemed to await his on* 
set with the most scornful indifference. 
Lord Meateith and bis attendants inter* 
posed to preserve peace, wfaila the High^ 
landers, snatching weapons from the wall, 
seemed prompt to increase the broil. 

^< He is mad," ivhispered Lord Meo- 
teith, << he ia per&ctly mad; th»e is no 
purpose in quarrelling 'with him." 

** If you are assured that he is mi^.com- 
pos mentU/* said Captain Dalgetty, ^^ the 
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whilk his breeding and behaviour seem to 
testify, the matter mustend here, seeiogthat 
a madman can neither give an affiront, noc 
render honourable satisfaction. But by my 
saul, if I bad had my provant and a,bottle of 
Rhenish under my belt» I should have stood 
other ways up to him. And yet it's a pity 
he should be sae weak in the intellectuals^ 
being a strong proper man of body, fit tp 
handle pike, morgenstern, ^ or any other 
military implement whatsoever.'' 



^ This was a sort of cluj^ or mace used in the earlier 
part of the sixteenth century in the defence of breaches 
and waUs. When the Germans insulted a Scotch re« 
gimeot then beseiged in Trailsnnd^ saying they heard 
there was a ship come from Denmark to them laden with 
tobacco pipes, '* One of our soldiers^" says Colonel 
Robert Monro, " shewing them over the work a Mor« 
genstem* made of a large stock banded with iron, lik« 
the ^aft of a haibert, with a rbund globe at the end 
with cross iron pikes, saith, * here is one of the to* 
bacco pipjes, wherewith we will beat oat your brains 
when you intend to storm us/" 
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Peace was thus restwedt and the p^vty 
seated themselves agreeably to their form- 

^ er anftpgementt with .which Allatit who had 
now tetunied to bis settle by the ftre^ atid 
seemed agaio imtDersed in ilQeditatioA^^d 

{ not agnoi inteifejre. LordMent0hb,tt3|diBtss- 
itig the principal servaBt» bastened^i^ktart 
wme: theine of ^ coi^vers^io^r w HtaH might 
ot^itefate all Tecollectii^n , of the fray that 
had takjep place. , ^* Xte hvd^ at the: bill 
then^ Donald, I und^^tnnc}^ and ^om^ £og- 
lish strangers with him d* r. *r, . -. : 

" At the bill he i5^f?n i* like jjourf^io- 

* _ - I* 

noun «and two l^axon.calabjje^ are with 
him sure enough; andjjthiati^j^§|r .Miles 
Musgraye a,n4 ^i^^t^oplji^f^JHaJjj,^^ 
the Cjuinraig, as ^I thir^l^j^be)^ caW their 
coiintry." . ^ .. , ,,,.. ,, 

* «• Hall and Musgrave.?'? sakl.,Lprd M?n. 
teith, looking at his at^endau^s^. ".the ypry 
naen that we wished ^o spe.'^' . ..,/ „ , 
*' Troth," said Donald, •' Li' I wish I 
* had never seen them between the een, for 
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t^y'te come to Jieny m out o' h^oae and 
ha'." 

. » WJiy^ Donalds" said Lord Menteith, 
V jou did not use to be so churlish of your 
Iwef jurid ale; soutlilaiid diough they be^ 
they'll scarce ei^ up all the cattle that's 
going cm the Castle mains." 

<< Teil care an they did»" said Donald, 
<.^ an that war the lurarst o% for we have a 
wbeen canny trewsmen here that wadna 
let us want if there was a horned beast 
atwcen this and Perth. But this is a warse 
job-Mits nae less than a wager/' 

«VA wager!" repeated Lord Menteith, 
with some surprise. 

«« Troth,'* continued Donald, to the full 
as eager to teil bis news as Lord Menteith 
was curious to hear them^ ^^ as your lord- 
i^p is it friend and kinsman o' the house, 
an' as ye'U hear aneugh o't in less than an 
boury 1 may as weel tell ye myseL Ye sail 
be pleased then to know» that when our 
Laird was up in England, where he gangs 

VOL. in. * K 
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eftener than his friends can wish, he wat 
biding at the bouse o' this Sir Miles Mus- 
grave,' an' there was patten on ifle table 
six candlesticks, that they tell me yfrere 

m 

twice as traic*le as the candiesttdbi 'in 
Dairfbiane kirk, and neither aim, brasit^ nor 
tin, but a' solid silver nae less ;-^iip 'iri 
their English pride, has sae mucBe, and 
kens sae little how to guide it! Sae Aey 
began to jeer the Laird;that fccf flaw'tiac 
sic graith in his ain poor country v^d &e 
Laird, scorning to hae his cowntry pot'dowa 
without a word fbr its credit; swore, like a 
^ude Scotsman, that he had nofaii* candle- 
sticks, and better candiei^eks*, in'^fais^^iin 
casfle at hame^ than were ever ItgMed^ in a I 
hall in Cumberland; aH Ctimberlftnd betlie j 
name o'' the country.*' • » ^ .♦ . : . j 

* « That w^^ patrioticdly said,'*^alBd3ierd 
Menteith. w^ - 

" Fary true— l>ut her hbriour bad better 
hae hauden her'tohgu^^'for if ye'say-ony 

^ * 

t^ing amattg the- Saxons thkVs a wee by or- 
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^ diiiaiy,thqrolmkyedowDfora/wager sisfast 

afi^ k Laindaiid smith 'would hammer shooQ, 

QiL*ia Highland sbelty* An' so the Laird 

c behoved either to gae back o* his word, .or 

iT? wi^gier twa. hundred nerka ; and 80 he e'en 

^tooktbe wager, rather than be shamed wi 

theilike.o'theitt. And now he's like to get 

it^tQffay^ and Vm thinking tbat's^what makes 

Um aae swter to come hame at e'^n." 

:ri f *««iodi*d," said Lord Menteith, ^rfrom 

; iKiy)iwlea ofiyour family plate, Donald^ your 

r:wai0ter is cettein to lose snob a wager.^' 

£ • -'^ ,¥otir bopour may swea^: that.; an' 

'"Hfliwe be'j$^f to get th^ ;silWr J kenna, al- 

z iihaiight h^ h^^ow . put o' twej^ty purses. 

^ ladv^iaed htoi to pit the twa Saxon gentle- 

mea iiwlltheir/ffeemants camiily into the pit 

o' the tower till they g^ up the bargain of 

free ignde-isif ill, but th$ Laird winna hear 



reason." 



i AlfeMtt: here: started, qp, strode forward, 
and interrupted the copversation, sa}^ing to 
the domestic in a voice like^tbunder, " And 
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fcow dared you to give liiy brother aadi 
dishonourable advice? or how dare ybu to 
say he will lose this or any other w^er 
which it is his pleasure to lay 7^ " 

" Troth, Allan M'Aulay,'' ans^wi^eS^lthe 
old man, " its no for my father^s s6n to 
gainsay what your father^s son thinks fit to 
say, an* so the Laird may no doubt win his 
wagen A' that I ken again'st it is, that fh^e 
teil a cancHestick, or ony thing like it, is 
in the house, except the apild airn branches^ 
that hae been here since X^ifdlCennelh^ft 
time, and the tin sconces that yo6t lather 
gard be made by autt ' Willie Witikie the 
tinkler, mair be tdcen that deM an unc« of 
siller plate or vessel is about ttit hdiisd at 
a', forby the lady's ^uld posset djish, timt 
wants the cover and aiie o* ih6 lugs.*' 

*« Peace, old ntan t* said Allan, ficlrcely ; 
^* and do you, gentlemen, if your refection 
is finished, leavfe this apartment clear; I 
must prepare it Ibr the ieceptxon of these 
southern guests;'' 
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^ ** Come aways** said the domestic^ p^ull^t 
ing Lord JM enteith by the sleeve ; *' his 
hour is on him," said he> looking towards 
Allan, ** and he will not be coDtrouled*". 

Jhey left the hall accordingly, Lpr^ 
l^ent^ith and the Captain being ushere(| 
Que. way by old Donald, and the two at*^ 
tj^ndants conducted elsewhere, by another 
Highlander. The former had scarcely 
xeaqhed a sort of withdrf^wing apartm^ni 
ere, they wete joined by the lord of ^hc 
BifiijisiQn, Angus M'Aulay by name, and hi; 
Ilj^Jish^gu^ts, (3reat Joy was expressed 
by all partiest icHT l^d Menteith and the 
iSnglis)! g^ntlemeii were well known tp 
each other, and on Lord Mentelth's intro- 
dactioo. Captain Dalgett^ ^as well rece- 
ived by |;he JL^rd* But after th^ first burst 
of hospitable joy was over, Lprd Menteith 
could observe that there was a shade of sad- 
^ss on the. brow of his Highland friend* 

<' You must have heard," said Sir Chris^ 
topher Hall, *< that our fine undertaking 



S22 TALES OF MT LANDLOltlh 

In Ctfmberland is all blown np. The mi- 
litia would not march into Scotland; and 
your pri^k.ear'd Covenanters have befen 
too hard for our friends in ^e sbn£hei^A 
shires.' And so, understanding ^er^is to 
be some stirring work here, Mtisgrave and 
I« rather than sit idle at home^ are come( to 
have a campaign among your 'kilts and 
plaids.* 

«♦ I hope you have brought* iarms, men, 
tod money with y ou,*^ said Lord Itftttteitti^' 
smUing. * - ^^'* ' 

^ Only some dozen or two of ^rWpfer, 
whom we left at the last Lowland Village," 
said Musgrave, •* and trouble enough:' we 
had to get them so fan" 
' ♦•As for money," said his companion, 
^* we expect a small supply from our fiiefld 
and host here." ' - 

The Laird now, colouring highly, took 
Menteith a little apart, and expressed td 
him his regret that he had falteii i«to a 
foolish blunder. 
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' '* Ib^d (^it from I>oosdd," said Lord 
^Menteith^ scatce able to suppress a smile* 
f< Devil take that old man/' said M'Au- 
lay, u he would tell eyery thing, were it to 
cost one one^s life ; bot it's no jesting mat; 
ter ta you neither, my Lord, for I reckon 
on yaor friendly and fraternal benevolence, 
as^a near kinsman of our house, to help me 
iout with the money due to these pock^pud- 
dings ; or dse, to be plain wi' ye, the de'ii 
a Ikl'Auhi^ will there be at the muster, for 
curse me if I do not turn Covenanter ra- 
ther than face these fellows without pay- 
ing ^hem J and^ at t^e best, I shall be ill 
enough off, getting both thescaith and the 
acorn." 

-** Yoi^. may suppose, cousin," said Lord 
Menteith, '* I am not too well equipt just 
HOW} but you may be assured I shall en^ 
deavow to help you as well as. I can, for 
the sake of old kindsed, neighbourhood, 
and alliance*'' 

" Thank ye — thank ye — thank ye,'' rei« 
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terated M^Aiihiy; ^ and m they arc to 
spend the money in the Ktn^^a service 
what signifies whether ydu^ikey, ojf fpay 
it-..awe ar^y one man's tmirb's, I hoder Bijt 
you miidt help iiie out thii, 6r else I AbaH 
be for taking to A&drew ]l^errara ; foir I like 
not to be treated like a liair qt a braggafi 

at my own board^enff^wlien, God knews^ 

• . ■ ■ -f ' ' ■. • ■ • - ^ • , ■■ ^ - * ' . . _' ..^ 

I only m^ant to sirpport iny honour^ and 
^ that of niy fiinily and country?'' , 

Donsdd^ as th^ liircore s|)eakibg;'eitef^^ 



. '. f J ' 



with ra&er a bhther face thah ht might 
have beein expected to weaf» con^deririjg^ 
the impending fate of lii§ ibf^fte^^p ^t^rse 
and credit. ** G^tl^inei^s^ her dihner ^is 
ready, and her candles are lighted tooT said 
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Musgrave, looking id hi^ cdiin tr f man* 

Lprd^ Menteith ptit tnig same question 
with his eyes to the Laird^ wn|ch M^Auiay 
answered by shaking his head. 
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A short ^iflput^ (ibout prec^^ffice aome- 
whjil.dglajfe^, th^ir le»yipg t^^ aijartment 
XiOrd Metf teith in$iftte4 upqu yielding up 
thait which beloQge^ to his raqk, oa consU 
fleral^ioQ of his beipg 19 his own country^ 
and of bis near.GonQep$io»n,w|tb tl^ family 
in whiQh they JffiNipd tbetn^v^s. ' Tbe 
two English strangers^ ther$fore». were first 
usbered into the h^U^ whf;r$f IMP ui|e^ppqt- 
qd display ^w^aited thefn. The; burgef pa^en 
ts^le was spread witl| substapt^al joints of 
meat, and seats weiie pl^itced in order ^ for 
the guestSt Behin4 PV^jQT li^at stppd a gi- 
gantic Highlander^ copypl^tely dr:??sed and 
armed after the fashiw ..QCJ»Hf country, 
holding in hisrigbt hand his, drawn swoirdf 
With the' point tiirnQd downwards^ and in 
ih^left^^a blading torch niadcf of th^ bog* 
pine. This wood, fORnd in the morasses, 
is 89 full of turpeqtin^s that>,vbef^ split and 
dried, it is frequently jt^sed in the High- 
lands instead. of candlest < The unexpept* 
ed and somewhat startling apparition was 

K 8 
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seen by the red glare of tke tbrc^es, wMch 
dispkyed the wfld features; iinngnaVdto«» 
and glitteriog armsof tliose who bwe thOEi, 
while the smoke, eddying i^ tathe toof of 
the hall^ over-c^tnopied tbeiri ^ith a volome 
of vapour. Ere the strangers had recover- 
ed from their surprise, AHan etept forward, 
and pointing with his sheathed broad-^srord 
to the torch^bearers, said, in a de^ and 
stem tcMie of voiee,^* Behold,* gentlemen 
cavaHers, the chandeliers of my brother^s 
house, the ancient, fashion of our ancirat 
name ; not one of these men knows- any 
law but their Chiefs oomn»ui4^ Would you 
dare to compare to them in value the mb- 
est ore that ever was dug oat of the mine? 
How say you, cavaliers f-^is your wager 
won or lost?' .•' - 

" Lostj lost,* • »said Musgrave gaily— •^ my 
own silver eandkstieks are: all melted and 
riding on horsel^ck by this* time, Mvi I 
wish the fellows that enlisted wer^4ialf as 
trusty as these, Hvre, m,"** he added to 
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the Cbfef, " 18 ycmr. money; it, impairs 
Hill'S' fiiKJiQces and .mine, somewhat, but 
debts of honour must. be flettJed«" 

** My father's curse upon' my father's 
son," said Allan, interrupting him, ^* if he 
receive from you one penny. It is enough 
that you claim no right to exact from him 
what is his own." 

Lord Menteith eagerly supported Al- 
lan^s opinion, and the elder M*Aulay rea- 
dily joineidi declaring, the whole to be a 
fool's business, and not worth speaking 
nx>re about. The Englishmen^ after some 
courteous opposiUon, were persuaded to 
regard the whole as a joke; 

,*« And now, Allan," said the Laird, 
** please to remo\^ your candles ; for, since 
the Saxon gentlemen have seen them, thev 
will eat their dinner as comfortably by the 
light of the old tin sconces without scom- 
fishing them with so much smoke." 

Accordingly^ at a sign from Allan, the 
living chandeliers, recovering their broad- 
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swords, and holdiDg tite paint erects march- 
ed out of tlie haU, and left the gue^ to 
enjoy their refireshment^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



ISial^ ]»• owne «yre and maiater of Ills goifl^ 
Bid often ticn^ble «l hia honid view ; 
And if fiir dread of hnrt wwld him adme^ 
ne tfigiy beaitea not naUy to dei^iaa, 
Kpr loo modi to imnpoko ; fiir bo wnild kamo 
The IpKX atrap to bim in lowly wiae> 
' (A kflBon bar^) and make the Hbbaid Sterne 
I^eanio Moikig^ idMii in i^ga he te TCiicngo did eame. 

SvBiias^' 

NoTWiTH8TA9B|iK» the proverbial epi- 
curism df the ]^gli9h« — proverbial^ that 
18 to aay^ in Scotland at the period»-^the 
Englisb visitors made no figure whatever 
at the entertainment compared with the 
perteotpiis voracity of Captain Dalgetty, 
although that gallant soldier had already 
displa}^ed much steadiness and pertinacity 
in his attadc upon the refreshment set be- 
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fore them at their entrance, by way of for* 
lorn hope» He spoke to no one during 
the time of his meal ;. and k was not antit 
the victuals were nearly withdrawn front 
the table, that he gratified \he rest of the 
company, who had watched him with 
s<Mne 8urpri0e,.wfitbanpa<^otiiil«fitfae rea- 
sons why he ate so very fast and f 6 very 

long. •:-... 

<^ The former . qmtttyt? be-.i^i-^'^he 
had acquired whfle'h* 'fitied^a phiie at the 
bursar's table^ at the Harei^Qhal-Cotlege of 
Aberdeen, when/' said he,. *< if yMirjdid 
not move your jaws asv-fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to get 
Anything to put betwe«a:jttoem; And as 
for the quantity of mylflteodi^be it kntcywn 
to this honouribble coiii|)^njv^ 'oontimifed 
the Ca^tain^ ^« that iWilm duty of twcrjr 
commaiidter of a fortress^ (m all' oded^isis 
which offdr,' to sectire^ as mud^^m1lfl(iK^ 
and viveits ^aj theit mag:aj5infe5. dan fibslroiy 
hold, iiot*knowing when> they,' tuay bai^tb 
sustain a siege tit a Wcwfcade. Upon which 



principle, gentlemen,'^ daid he,^ ^ wlieti a 
CATalier fiads that 'provanlJ is good and 
abuodaikty he wilH^-in wf estimatioDv' jdb 
vaaely to victual biniself lor at least three 
days, as ibere is no kaowing when he may 
come by another meal." 

The Laird expressed his iic^esceMe 
in the prodence of this principie, and re* 
commended to the veteran to add a tass of 
brandy and a flagon of claret to the sub« 
stantial ]^ovisions. be had' sdready lai^ :in, 
to which proposal the Ca{^ia readily 
agreetiL >. ^ - •-^':- 

When dinner was removed, and' the sei^ 
vants had withdrawn, excepting the LaiVd's 
page or henchmam, who remsiined in the 
apHiittnfif&t^uta call for ^or biding whatever 
*iiM»wanted;r'(fir^ in a w<bd, to answer the 
(Kj»poies ef i modem beh-wire, the con- 
versation began to tum^upon politiea, and 
thtti state of the c5mtrys^ and HofdrMen- 
teith io(|fttired aosiotistf^^d'^p^iculariy 
what clans wev8«pectQ(i to join theipro»» 
posed muster of the King's friends. 
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«< That depen4a mupb» my M> c» ifk9, 
peiBOii w))o lilts tire baonis^'V . st]4 th^ 
Likd } ^* for y<m know «[e Higblf pdfn 
are sot easily comiodaiidecli fa^ oi^ H^/{^ 
own Cbkffl^ or, to aay the tnikl^ by. Mpj 
otber body. We h^^t heacd a rumoiir^ in^ 
deed, that Gdkitto— rtbat is» young CoL 
kitto, or Alaster McDonald, is eome over 
tbe Kyle from Ireland, witb a body of thf 
Earl of Antrim's people, and that they had 
got as far as Ardnamurcfaan, They might 
have been here before now» but, | soj^poae, 
they wantedto plunder the country as they 
came along*'' ^ 

V Will Cqlkitto not serve yon for a 
leader, then ?" said Ix>rd Menteith« . 

<< Cplkittq !" said Allan M^ AuUy, scomr 
fully s '' who talks oiP Cdkitto ?-^Tb«re 
lives bot one man whom we will foUaw, 
and thi^ is Montrose.** 

<< But Moqtrose^ sir,'' said Sir Clu;isto- 
pher H^IIit^^^ has not b^en heard of sinqe 
our ineffectual attempt to rke in the North. 

8 



It^ h (bought he ttts rc^iirnied U> the King 
at Oxford for further ilistructioos.'* ' 

** R^tuiiKid r said M»tt, mth a'fecom- 
ful Xai^l^; « ^ could tell ytf, but iC is a6t 
yntiHh wiy nvhfle j ye will know* toon 

;«*By my honour, Allatt^** said Lord Aien- 
teii^ -^^ you wjJJ we^ry out your friieiids 

^iih, fhi^ intokirable^ froward,' and aylleh 

' ' ' . ■ • ' . ■ "' ^' 

Ilumour^But I know the reason/' added 
h^9 laughing,; '^ you' have not seen An<- 
ndtXyle Jo-day/' - 

"Whom did vqu aa y 1 h4d' not seen ?'' 
said Allan, sternly. 

•* ^not Lyte, the feiry ^m^ bjt song 
Bhd ininstrdsy^^ Wd l^ord Menteith. 

** Woiild to pod I were- never to see 
her^again/'^saia -^an, sighing, "on ccm* 
oiu^ the 3aeae.weJ:ra were laid on y^u r . 

.vLylii ! i^4^'; f)// moa, ., ■: -.j' ♦ L■■T''lir''' 
' « And why on m^^ ?" said, ^«ord Wen- 
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tei|&^ «rete3^^^ 
**^ ^Because/'' fiiad 3lllab» ^** it Is wntien in 



ydUr fqrehetftdy ^at you are fo be^e ruin ^ 
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o£ each othdr.** > So wyingi hA tomn^ and" 
left the room. . i . 

^* lias he been teng^ m this wtf ?*^ laid 
Lord Menteith; a<]dr686tiig fail broi^n ^ 

<* About three dajs/' said Angm i^f^Khe 
fit is well nigh over, he will be betfei^to- 
morrow.-*»Bbt coine^* gent^temen, don't iet 
thettarppit^heiVscravigbto be ea(iptied,--^the 
King's healthi King .Charles's keakhi And 
may thecovenantiog dog that refusea i(^ 
go to Heaven hj tbe road of the Grass* 
market.* 

The health was quickly emptied, and 
as fast succeeded by another, and another, 
and another, lali of a pacty. cast, and en- 
forced in an • earnest manner^ Captain 
Dalg^tty, however, thought it oeeessuy 
to enter a protest - 

^^ Oentteflsen cavaliers,'^ he aaid, ^I driftk 
these healths, i^'ino, both out of reapect to 
this honourable and hospitable roo&tfee^ 
and seeundo, becaoae I bold it not good to 
be preceese in siichi matters, uiier poetek-; 
but I protest^ agreeable to the warcan* 
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dice granted by thts honouraJbAe lotd^ tluit 
it shall be free to me» notwitfaurtandiog my 
present oompflAiiancep ta take servtod^ith 
the Covenanters to^tttfrrawi provtcKog I 
shttK be ao nbinded**^ . ' r 

M^Aulay and his English • ^msCs stared 
at this ddclaratkin; which Arnold iuive ceiv 
Uitily bred new distufhaiAce, if Lord Men* 
teit^ had not taken uplhe^affiur, and ex- 
plained -the circumstanceB and ' conditions. 
^I ttuBt/" he condadedt *< we diall be^able 
to secure Captain Dalgetty's as&dstaace to 
our^ov^n party." 

«< And if not,** said the Laiid, ^^ I pro- 
teat, as the Captuki says» tliat nuthftng that 
has passed this evenlngi not tRre& his ha- 
ving eaten my bread and- aalt,- and- pk^ed 
me in brandy, Boordeaux, or uoqiiebatigl;^ 
sbttti pr6juAce my deaving him ta the 
nedtc-bone.* ^ -- 

« TSou shall be heartily weloottie,'? said 
the Captain, << providing my sw4)^s^an<^ 
keep my head, whichut has doiis*^ worse 
davgeirs than your feud ia Ukufy. tfOh m^t 
for me.** 



Here l4»i MeAteith^ »g9iQ iiMi^po^, 
•nd the concord o^the compaoy being with 
SO unall difllculty restored^ ^»^ cemeyted 
by, 8ocQe deep cMr^uus^ Lqk<}. M^^itht 
however, contrived to bre»l| ^p Jt^, pl^ 
earUcsr tli^t. WM the i*^g:e, «f .tbe.Cjlrtie, 

under pretence of fatiguo^Ad tftdU|pastti<>fi^ 
This W£» ^mewbftfc to th«! ^iipi^ptn^nt j 
of :tl»«„v$iUaat C»pt«in» wbx)*,aw<)RS. 9^f 
hsbito.asquired in Ikt) Xiove Cpw^f^ ^itwi 
aequiced \Hfth « diq{(osttioft .tq,4r«pib»,||pd » 
cafwcity to bfaiv.a|i ejcofbUinptqtifi^t^^:^^^ 
stTQPg liquors. ,r h-i.\ n-:'. 

1"b(^ If ndloisA. P9h(«^,i^f^,^;|)!eit^n 
to a «wt el" slfiN9»qg sitlkry, in ^j^^i^f 
wis A f4aMir<po3t^ ^^ 9))!^ |iy^^^^wrta4)s^ 
and ft pomber of pribfu. v^ -Nag b)»njpTlr 
placed along tb^ w«U» tbree .^ wbkh^iKe^ 

pjired for th^ reception of ^f^tS*," ..,,,, 

*• I need not jteU yjoU!" jOJ^dsbip**- said 
M^Aulay: to l^wd. MeQ|;^t^ at'liijA^ smrt, 
« our Hi^land oijodeof ^uiartmng*.. ^J 
tb9t» not lilqog yoi| ahOMld sle^^ in ^^if^S^'" 
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Hctie «^ tins Oarman ktnd-ldiipery I have 
caused f cmr wtvants' beds to be made here 
in the g^Uay. By G — dt my lord, these 
atelSmcA when men go to bed with a throat 
Ihi^ and sound as ever swallowed brandy^ 
and ^before next morning it may be gaping 
like an oyster-shell.*' 

Lord Mentdth thanked him sincerety, 
saying, ** It was just the arrangement be 
Wdnld have requested ; for, although he 
hud not the least apprehension of violence 
from Captain IXalgetty, yet Anderson was 
a better kind of parson, a sort of gentler- 
man, whom he always Uked to have near 
hia person.'' 

^ I have not seen this Anderson," said 
M^Aulay; «< did you hire him in Eog- 
land?' 

^d did so," said Lord Menteith ; ^* you 
will see the man to-morrow ; in the mean* 
timig I wish you good nightl" ^ 

His host left the apartment after the 
evening salutation, and was ibbut to pay 
the aariie complitaent to Captain Dalgetty, 
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« 
but'cbserioi^ faita daspif eiig^ed in the 

discuteion of lafaoge pitclwr fitted '^th 
bimtidyi|iCMSset, lie thought it a j^y to dis- 
turb him in so'lfddabte tan empl&yatmA^ 
and ' took iiis ieav€ without farther cere- 
mony. ' 

Lord Menteith's two attendtnits ^enter- 
ed tfa^ apartment almost^ ioonediafely af- 
ter his departures - The^ W^^ Ca^tein, 
who was now. somevdsate^qamiberedf with 
his good cheer, began to £nd''.da€i un- 
dokig of the clasps * of : hk< ar mofur a task 
semevfaafc difficQit»' and addreaaed-Jdi^r- 
son in these words, interrupted hy a^^^ht 
hiccup,--*-** Andetsoni my good^finendpjrou 
may read in Striptare, that 'he thatt fnU 
teth off his armour should not boastilmiK 
self l&e he that putteth it on^— I bdieve 
that is .not >the right w6rd ofccdnittiiMfMi ; 
but the plain truth o£ it:]9^ I am 'like to 
sleep in my corslek^ like many 'an /honest 
fellow^ that nevrer wjtked agamy unless 1 you 
unloose ihisbuekiei" : J 



^dMsdn to the other aervaut 

.^^^By.St Andrew !" saidtlve CapftBin^tttni* 
m^ytimnS^ in great astemishmenti ^f here's 
a {soamon. feHonf— 4i atqpwdiioy . wkh lout 
pounds a*year and a livery-cloak, thiirics 
Iwmelf too good to serve . Ritt^ttiaMer 'Du- 

I gald > Dalgetty of. Dramthvmckelb wfao has 
studied humanity at the Manesobal Gollx^ 
of Aberdeen^. and. served half thn prinoes 
of Eiiix>pe l** . f../ : 

<^ Captain , Ckalgetiyr said Lord Men- 
tcatb, vdiose lot it was to stand peacemidker 
tbrougbout the evemng, M pleaoe to under* 
•tend that Anderson waits upon no. one Imt 
sayself ; but I will help Slbdald to nioedo 
yaifcr oorslet with much pUaaira*' 

M Tdo much trouble for you, my. lord,'* 
said Dalgetty ; ** and yet it would do you 
tio harm..to practice hinir'a.luMpdscKtte har- 
tiess . is ; iput oa> ;and. Iput eff. I can: step io 
and outof mtae like a gk>ve; only to* night, 

|. although not ehrius, I sm^ in. the olasaiQ 
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> By tkii UiM^^aftniriMUlii, uttditobd 
before the fire mtt^g %ilii « ftce <^dniiik. 
en wiitdoiti <m ^ evedts^f the evimhtg. 
liaiait seemfed diicffly ta fMerttit km, tb» 
tlie chlMKitttr of AMaft M^Aalaiy^ « ^o 
eoiM-bver'tiie !S&gUsliineD sd dev^riyiv^fth 
his Higtiland tofd}-bearer5<~eig:fit tmre- 
Iw^Aed Rories ifito* six «l?ier caiidleetieks ! 
<4i^ in^ a ma8t^-pi«ce---4iiitmr iepcMe-^t 
was ]^Mf4%t legerdemahi-'-^nd to be a mad- 
man after all !— I doubt greatly, my ford, 
(disditDg b% head J titat I must allow him, 
-iKiftwidifttandicig his t^efattioMhip to your 
lordtfhip, ^e privileges of a rational per- 
MS, mA either battooD him s«rjSoienkly to 
expiate the violence offered to myperson, 
or else bring it to a matter of morti^ arbi- 
trement, as becometh an insdlt^d cava- 
lier^** 

• •• If yoii care to hear a long stoty ,'*• ^said 
Lord Mentdth, *« at this tiilie of night, I 
can tell you Why the circumstances of AU 
laA's birth account so well for his singular 
character, as to put such satisfiftotion en* 
tirely out of the question.'* 



- ^« A loflg Story, roy lord»^ said Captain 
pajgetty, " ia next to a gpod evening 
draught and a warm otgl^t^cap: the bbst 
, ahoeing- horn for drawing on a aound^eep. 
AtEbd since your lordBhip^is {ile^iaed to Mke 
the trouble to tell it, I sballrc^ your >pa« 
tient and obliged aiiditor^^ i ^ 

^ Anderson," said Lord Meot^i^^i.^^ and 
you, Sibbald, are dying to hear, I guppose, 
of this straiige man too f and Ivbelieve I 
must indulge your curiosity/ th^t ypu-jmlay 
know liow to ^ebaye tp him in time x>f 
need. — Y^^u. had better ,ftpp to the fire 
then/' ,,; 

Havii^g thus assemble^* an : audience 
about htmi Lprd MenteitH 3^t down upon 
the edge of the four-posted, bed, while Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, wiping the relickfi, of the 
posset from his beard and mustacfaoes, and 
repeating the first verse of l^he I^piheran 
psalin, AUe guter geistef^ lch0 ckn Herm, 
&Cp roiled himself into, one of the iriaces of 
repose, and, thrusting his shock pate from 
f between the blankets, listened to Lord Men- 
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tdth's relatiprf ia g most luTcurioqd JtMe^ 
between sleeping s^d waking. 

'< The &|;her>'' said Lord Ment^ilh, ''.€f 
the twp brothera, Angus and Man Mf Alfc- 
bjs was; a gentleman of consideration and 
fami^st^eiDg the chief of a Higblavd ^lan« 
of good accounts ^ though not Bumi^oiia f 
his.lad^i the mother of these young Qien» 
was a gentlewoman of good fafnily» ^if I 
ipay be permitted to say so of one nesidf. 
connected with my own^r Her brothei^ an 
honourably and spirited young man, d>« 
taiBed from James the Sixth a grant of &k 
restry^ and other privileges, over a x^Jik 
chace adjacent tp this castle ; and» in exer- 
cising and defending these tights^ he wa« 
80 unfortunate as to involve himself iipt « 
quarrel with some of our Highland fri^^ 
booters or caterans, of whom I think» Cap^ 
tain Dalgetty, you must bavcheardL" 

<^ And that I have,'' said the Ciyp^iung 
exerting himself to answer fhe app^i^ 
<< Before I left the Mareschal College of 
Ab^rdeeni Dugald Garr was playing th^ 
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dev34a theGariocb^ and the Earquluuraonsr 
OB DM^side, and the Clan ChMtan on the 
Gordons^ lands, and the Grants and Came-' 

« 

rCMia in Moray^Iand.' And since that, I have 
aeen^^tiie Cravats and Pandours in Pannonia^ 
attd Transylvania, and the Cossiu^ka from 
the*FttU& fraixtier, arid robbers, banditti^^ 
arid barbarians of all countries beiges, s6 
titat I l^ave a distinct idea of your broken 
Ifighlandrnto." 

'^ ^'fae clan," said Lord Menteith, '^witk 
wiSm the maternal' uncle of the M^AuIayst 
had be^ placed in feud, i^^as a small sept o£ 
banditti, called, from their houseless state, 
kxA ^hetr incessantly wandering among thef 
mountains and glens, the Children of the 
Mist* They aire a fierce and hardy people^ 
with Ul the irritability, and wild and v^igepi 
|«d passions, proper to men who have he^ 
ver known the restraint Of civilized society^ 
A'pav^ ef them lay in wait for the iinfx^ 
tmiiite Warden of the Forest, surprised him 
while- hunting alone and unattepded, ahd 
stew him with ev^ery circunjistaiice of ia; 
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▼entive cruel tj. Thej cut cff his ^heatf, 
and resolved, in a bravado, to exhibit it at 
the castle of his brother in-law. Hie IraU 
was absent, and the lady reluctandy Te«i. 
ved as guests, men against whom, perhaps, 
she was afraid to shut her gates. RdrAfc. 
ments were placed befbre the Childn^n'of 
the Mist, who took an opportunity to tiice 
the head of their victim fit)m the plaid in 
which it was wrapped, placed it on the 
table, put a. piece of bread, between the 
lifeless jaws, bidding them do tl^ir .cAce 
now, since many a good meai< th^ luid 
eaten at that table. The Jady, w3lio had 
been absent for some household imrpAse^ 
entered, at this moment, and^ 'apon be* 
holding her brother's head, fled^.dikjd'an 
arrow, out of the house into the wooidbi^ ut* 
tering shriek upon shriek. The ruStumf 
satisfied . with this savage triumj^ #itii- 
drew. The terrified menials, after 'fiiv«p#» 
ming the alarm to which they :haSd.!bera 
subjejctedy sought their unficurtunate mia- 
tress in every direction, but she was no* 
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^ * 

itAktte to bcf foupd. The unfortunate hn^ 
lliMid' returned next day, and', v^ith the aflc. 
^ttiioe' of his people, undertook a more 
timxious and distant search, but to 'equally 
Utile purpo^. It was believed universally, 
ibat^ in the ecstacy of her terror, she mast* 
0itber have thrown herself over one of the 
liAinerous pri^cipices which overhang the 
*|PiV^r, or into a deep lake about a mile from 
#ie castle. Her loss was the more lament- 
#d» as she was six months advanced in her 
^l^^anoy *y Angus M* Aulay, her eldest 
kOKiii having been born about eighteen 

tfi^&t^s before. But I tire you, Captain 

r]^lgetty, and you seem inclined to sleep." 

** By no- Bieans^" answered the soldier j 
'^ I am no whit somnolent ; I always hear 
l)iM; with my eyes shut. It is a fashion I 
jtaraed when I Mood c^ntinel." 

• <* And I dare say," said Lord Mentteith, 
Mtde td Anderson, << the weight of the haU 
|wt of tlife Serjeant of the rounds often 
made him opea them/' 

Being apparently» however, in the hu- 
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V 

moat of stcuy-telUitgi the yocn^ioflblaniai 
went on^ addressing timself chiefly < tD ilut 
servants, without mindi^ thd $lu9ibeffkiS 
veteran* . .{> 

<< Every baron in the cdunfciy^'' aaid h^ 
^< now awore revenge for tius dreadliiL icciasfeb 
They took arms with the relations atid iM^ 
4her-in*law of the murdered perBtti» §Btk 
jkhe Children of the Mist were hunted dowti» 
JE believe, with as little mercy as they luA 
•^emselves manifested. Seventeen beadi^ 
4he bloody trophies of their veogeaftOlb 
were distributed among the allies* Jimd £01! 
«the crows upon the ^es oi their . caiika» 
The survivors sought out. more distent wit 
demessesy to which they retreated.** * * 

,«< To yoiir right hand, counteri-malrGii 
mud retreat to your former, grouttd^^ aaid 
Captain Dalgetty $ the militaiy p^taaeihiK 
vmg prodnced the correspondent maxA of 
jcpmmand ; and then starting up, pmfeMad 
jbe had been profoundly attenttvie toevaqr 
word that had been spcricen. . 
^. << It is the custom in samou^/' said Jjotd 



MeBteilJh^ witliout minding hiiiopologyr^ta 
atod the cows to the upknd pastures to 
have the benefit of the grass ; and the maid$ 
of the village, and of the family, go there 
to milk them in the mmning and evening. 
While thus employed, the females of this 
fimily, to their great terror, perceived that 
llieir motions were watched at a distance 
by a pale, thin, meagre figure, bearing a 
strong resemblance to their deceased mis« 
tress, and passing, of courise, for her appa* 
rition. vVhen some of the boldest resolved 
to approach this faded form, it fled from 
Atern into the woods 'with a wild shrieks 
The husband, informed of this circum^ 
stance, came up io the glen with some at-^ 
teaudantSy and took his measures so well as 
to intercept the r^reat of the unfortunate 
logitive, and to secure the person of his 
lii^rtunate lady, though her intellect pro* 
ved to be totally daranged. How she 
8ii|iported herself during her wandering ia 
1^ woods could not be known— «ome sup- 
posed she lived upon roots and wild ber* 
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ries» with which the woods at that seasoa 
abounded ; but the greater part of the vuU 
gar were satisfied that she must have sub-, 
sisted upOQ the milk of the wild does^ or 
been nourished by the fairies^ or supported 
in some manner equally marvellous. Her 
re- appearance was more easily accounted 
for. She had seen from the thicket the 
milking of the cows, to superintend which 
had been her favourite domestic employ- 
ment^and the habit had prevailed even in 
her deranged state of tnind. 
< '* In due season the unfortunate lady was 
delivered of a boy, who not only shewed 
no appearance of having suffered from his 
mother's calamities, but appeared to be an 
infant of uncommon health and strength. 
The unhappy mother, after her confine* 
ment, recovered her reason — at least in a 
great measure, but never her health and 
spirits* Allan was her only joy. Her at- 
tention to him was unremitting f and un- 
questionably she must have impressed upon 
his early mind many of those superstitious 
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ideas to ti^hich his moody and enthusiastic 
temper gave so ready a reception. She 
died when he was about ten years old. Her 
last words were spoken to him in private } 
but there is little doubt that they convey- 
ed an injunction of vengeance upon the 
Children of the Mist, with which he has 
since amply complied; 

'< From this moment the habits of Allan 
M*Aulay were totally changed. He ha;d 
hitherto been his mother's constant com- 
panion, listening to her dreams^ and re- 
peating his own, and feeding his imagina- 
tion, which', probably from the circum- 
stances preceding his birth^ was constitu^ 
tionally deranged, with all the wild and: 
terrible superstitions so common to the 
mountaineers, to which his unfortunate 
mother had become much addicted since 
her brother's death. By living in this man- 
ner, the boy had gotten a timi(l, wild, 
startled look, loved to seek out solitary 
places in 4the woods, and was never so 
much terrified as by the approach of chiU 

l2. 
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dren of the same age* X reinemheT) al- 
though some years youpger, being, brought 
up here by my father upon a visit» nor 
can I forget the astonishment with whi^ 
I saw this in&nt* hermit shun every at- 
tempt I made to engage him in the sporta 
natural to our age* I can remember hia 
father bewailing his disposition to minp^ 
and alleging, at. the same time, that it was 
impossible for him tp take from his wife the 
company of the boy, as he seemed to be 
the only consojatiqn that remained to her 
in this world, and as the amusement which 
Allan's society afforded her seemed to pre- 
' vent the recurrence, at least in its full 
force, of that fearful malady by which she 
had been visited. But, after the death of 
his mother, the habits and manners of the 
boy seemed at once to change. It is true he 
remained as thoughtful and serious as. be* 
fore i and long fits of silence and abstrac- 
tion shewed plainly that his disposition, in 
this respect, was in no degree altered* 
But at other times, he sought out the 
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rmidezvouses of the youth of the elan, 
wbich he had hitherto seeined anxious to 
avoid. He took share lit aill their exer- 
t^ises ; andy from his very extraordinary 
personal strength, soon excelled his bro- 
ther and other youtlvs, whose age con;- 
^^erably exceeded his own. They who 
had hitherto held him in contempt, now 
feared, if they did not love him ; and, in- 
stead of Allan's being esteemed a dreaming^ 
womanish, and feebled-minded boy, those 
who encountered him in sports or military 
exercise, now complained that, when heat- 
ed by the strife, he was too apt to turn 
game into earnest, and to forget that he 
wias only engaged in. a friendly trial of 
strength. — But I speak to regardless ears,'* 
said Lord Menteitb, interrupting himself 
for the Captain's nose now gave the most 
indisputable signs that he was fast locked 
in the arms of oblivion. 

" If you m6an the ears of that snorting 
sWine, my lord," said Anderson, " they 
are, indeed, shut, to anything that you can 
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jsay ; nevertheless, this place being unfit for 
more private conference, I hope you wiM 
have the goodness to proceed, for SibbaM^s 
benefit and for mine. The history oF this 
poor young fellow has a deep and wild >iA^ 
terest in it** 

" You most knowi then/^ continiied 
LcMrd Menteith, *^ that Allan xxKitinued to 
increase in strength^nd activity till bis ^ 
teenth year, about which time he assumed 
a tot^ independence of character, and 
impatience of controul, which much alar 10^^ 
ed his surviving parent He was absent m 
the woods for whole days and nights, under 
pretence of hunting, though he did not al* 
ways bring home game. His father was the 
more alarmed, because several of the ChilU 
dren of the Mist, encouraged by the in- 
creasing troubles of the state, bad ventured 
back to their old haunts, nor did he think 
it altogether safe to renew any attack upoi| 
them. The risk of Allan, in his wander- 
ings, sustaining injury from these vindic- 
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tive fl^e-bboters; Was a perpetual source 
of apprehension. 

^ *• I was myself upoit a visit to the castle 
^hen this matter Svas brought to a crisis. 
Allan had^been dbserit sf^e" day-break in 
the woods, where I had sought for him in 
vain $ it was a dark' 8tt>rmy night, and he 
did not return. His father expressed llie 
utmost anxiety, and spoke of dttkching a 
{Mirty at the dai^n ^ fnorning in qtrest of 
hitft, when, as we were sitting at the sup- 
^r^. table, thp door suddenly opened, knfl 
Allan entiered the room ilvith a proud, 
£rm, and confident air. His intractability 
of temper, as well as the unsettled state of 
his mind, had such an influenee over his 
father, that he (Suppressed all other tokens 
of displeasure, excepting the observation 
that I had killed- a fat buck, and had re- 
turned before sunset, while he supposed 
Allan, Who had been on the hill till mid- 
night, had returned with empty hands. 
* Are you sure of that ?' said Allan, fierce- 
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ly} ^ here is ramething will tell yea b»0^ 
tiier tale/ 

^ We now observed' his hands were 
.bk)ody» aod that there were spots of blood 
on his face, and watted the issue with iu^ 
patience ; when suddenly, undoing the cor^ 
ner of his j^id, he rolled down on the ta^ 
ble a human head; bloody and new se« 
veredy saying, at the same time, < Lie thou 
wbere €he head ci a better man lay before 
ye. From the hagard features^ and mat^ 
ted red-hair and beard, partly grizzled with 
age, his father and others present recog- 
nised the head of Hector of the Mist, a 
well-known leader among the outlaws, re« 
doubted for strength and ferocity, who 
had been active in the murder of the un«- 
fortunate warden, and had escaped by 
desperate defence and extraordinary agili* 
ty,*wben so many of his companions were 
.destroyed. We were all^ it may be be- 
lieved, struck with surprise, but Allan re- 
fused to gratify our curiosity ; and we only 

5 
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conjectured that be . must have overcome 
the outlaw after a desperate struggle, bie* 
^i^se w@ discovered that he had sustaine4 
several wouuds from the contest. All mea* 
awes were now taken, to ensure him against 
the vengeance of the free^booters, but nei« 
ther his wounds nor the positive comm^ml 
of his father,. nor even the Jbcking the gatts 
of the castle ^nd. the doors of his apartmenil;, 
w^e precautions adequate tp prevent AU 
Ian from seeking out the very persons to 
whom he was peculiarly obnoxious* ^e 
made his escape by night from the window 
of the apartment, and laughing at his fa- 
ther's vain care,, produced on one occasiofi 
the head of ofie^ and upon another thosie of 
two of the Children of the Mist. At length 
these men, fierce as they were» became ap- 
paUed by the inveterate animosity and au- 
dapi^y with which Allan sought out their 
recesses. As he never hesijtated to encouQ- 
ter ^ny odds, they coucladed that he (nu^t 
bear a^charmed life, or fij^t under the guar- 
dianship of some supeimatural influence* 
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Neither gun, dirk, nor doiirkch, they said, 
availed aught against him. They imputed 
this to the remarkable circumstances under 
which he was born j and at length five or six 
of the stoutest Caterans of the Highlands 
would have fled at Allan's halloo, or the blast 
of his horn. In the meanwhile, however, 
they carried on their old trade, and did 
the M'Aulays, as well as their kiiismen 
and allies, as much mischief as they could. 
This provoked another expedition against 
the tribe, in which I had my share ; we 
surprised them efFectualfy, by besetting 
at once the upper and under passes of the 
county, and made such clean work as is 
usual on theise occasions, burning and slay- 
ing right before us. In this terrible species 
of war, even the females and the helpless 
do not always escape. One little maiden 
alone, who smiled upon Allan*s drawn 
dirk, escaped his vengeance upon my ear- 
nest entreaty. She was brought to the 
castle, and here bred up under the ridme 
of Annot Lyle, the most beautiful little 
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fairy certainly that ever danced iipon a 
fieath by moon- light. It was long ere At. 
Ian could endure the presence of the child» 
until it occurred to his itn^ination^ from 
her features perhaps, that she did not be- 
long to the hated blood of his enemies^ 
but bad become their captive in some of 
their incursions ; a circumstance not in 
itself impossible, but iii which! be believes 
as firmly as in holy writ. He is particular- 
ly delighted by her skill in music, which is 

isiv exquisite, that she far exceeds the best 
performers i^ this country in playing on the 
clashacb or harp/ It was discovered that thia 
produced upon the disturbed spirits of AU 
Ian, in bis gloomiest moods^ beneficial e£- 
fects» similar to those experienced by the 
Jewish monarch of old ; and so engaging 
is the temper of Annot Lyle, so fascina- 
ting the innocence and gaiety of her dispo- 
sition, that she is considered and treated ia 
the castle rather as the sister of the pro- 
prietor, than as a dependent upon his cha- 
rity. Indeed, it is impossible for any one 



to fee her without being deefAy intereafled 
kf the iogenuityt liveliness, and sweetness 
0t her deposition/' 

<< Take care, my lord,** said AndeiaeOt 
4Kniling ; ^< there is danger in such violent 
sommendationfiu ^an M^AttUy, as yoor 
lordship describes hiin» would prove no 
very safe rivaU" 

<< Pooh ! pooh !" said Lord Menteith» 
laughing* yet blushing at the same time ; 
^* Allan is not accessible to the passion of 
love ; and for myself,'' said he more grave- 
ly, << Anoot's unknown birtli is a sufficient 
leason against serious designs, and her lU^ 
piotected state precludes every other*** 

<< It is spoken like yourself, my loxd,'* 
fstid Anderson.*-«<< But I trust you wiU 
proceed with your interesting story.'* 
. f< It is well nigh fitiiiri»ed>" said XiOid 
l^nteith ; <^I have only to add^ tliat, frati 
Ahe great strength and cowtge of AUm 
M^Aulay, from his ei^rgetic und uncei^ 
4aMmlable diaposition, and from dn oj^nkm 



gtetiiUy etiterldirtid and encbiiraged t^ 
liiiMeIfy that he holds coftmcifilofi with su* 
iMmatuial beiags^ and can predict future 
wmmtBf &e dati pay a tnuch greatei* de^ 
gste of d^erence to him than even to his 
brother^ who is a bold-hearted rattling 
JSigUander^ but with nmhing which can 
possibly rival the CKtraordihaiy character 
ef his youngOT brother.^ 
.. ^f Sudk a character,'' iiaid Anderson; 
^jcsMiot but have the deepest elfect oh 
Iisc;n»nd3 ctf a Highland host. We mndt 
Mcure Allani my lord, at all events. Wask 
4»tween bra b^very oM his second itgh(f-4i 

<* Hush i** said Lord Menteithi << that 
4)iiri is awahing.'* 

<< Do you talk of the second sight, dt 
detiterascqpia ?" said the soldier i'*^ I t^ 
nember memorable Ms^or- Monro teHing 
tte hoiv Muydoch Mackenzie, bom in As* 
Msit,. a prbiote gentieman in a oompaily 
tSBid.a pretty soldicar, foretold the death df 
iDon^ld Tough, a Lochater man, and ees- 
iaka other perscHis, as. well as the hurt of 
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the major himself at a sudden onfiift at d»i 
siege of TrailesuQd*^ 

. «* I have aften beard of thi9 .faeuitrjiv^ 
pbserved A^dersfoni <* but I ba^^ always 
tfap^ght those pretending to it wpre eitiier 
enthusia^ or impostl>r;Bi." 

** I should be lothi" said Iioi;dr Menteitfa^ 
^^to apply ^ther cbafa<;terjtaiiQ)(kinaiBBn^ 
Allan M* Aulay* He bas sbewi^ on many 
occasions too mmch acuteness and sense, 
of which you this o^ht had an inatancey 
for tii^ chaiftcter of an enth»Bias]; ; and his 
liigh sense <^ honour , and ma^iline^ of dis- 
position, free him from the charge of io^ 
posture/' 

** Your lordship, then,** said Anderson, 
^' is a believer in his supernatural attri« 
butes ?'' • 

<< By no meansj,'^ ^aid the youngs noUe- 
mian i^ *< I think that he persuades himself 
that the predicttons which am, in reality, 
ihe result of judgment and reiection, are 
supernatural iai{n>ession&. op l^is mind, jUst 
as ^inatics conceive the workings of their 
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0wn imaginatioii to be divine inspiration— 
at least, it this will not serve you, Ander- 
son, I have no better explanation to give ; 
and it is time we were all asleep after the 
toilsome journey of the day.** 



^ 
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CHAPTER VL 



Campbjiii.. 



At an early hour in the morning the 
guests of the Castle sprung from their re- 
pose ; and, afler a moment's private coqp 
versation with his attendantsf. Lord Men- 
teith addressed the soldier, who was seat- 
ed in a corner burnishing his owslet with 
rot-stone and shamois-leather« while he 
hummed ^he old song in honour of the 
victorious Gustavus Adolphus : — 

When cannon are romring^ and bulleta are flTing, 
The kd that would have honour, boys, miiat neTet 
fear dying* 

V 

« Captain Dalgetty," said Lord Men- 



tamomeama, flit 

teitfit ^ the time is come &at we must ptrt^ 
or become comrades in service/* 

^^Not before breakfiur^ I bope,** said 
Captain Dalgetty» 

<* I should have tfaoi^t,** replied his 
lordriiip, ^ that your garrison was Tictqal- 
led for three days at leasf 

<* 1 have stiU some stowage 1^ fi>r beef 
and bannocks," said the Captain ; << and I 
never miss a fitvourable opportunity of re-^ 
sewing my supplies*** 

^ But,** said Lord Menteith^ ^ ho ju^ 
dieious commander allows either Aigs of 
truce or iieutrals to remain in his camp 
longer than is pradent $ and therefore we 
must know your milid exactLy, accor^g 
to which you diaU either have a safe con* 
duct to depart in peace, or be welcome to 
remain with us.** 

^ Truly," sfnd the Captain, ^ that bein^ 
the case, I wiU not attempt to protract thb 
capitulation by a counterfeited parley, (a 
thing excellently practised by Sir James 
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lU'Ae &ege c£ Hannau, in,, the 
year of God -16S6,) hiit I will frankly own, 
tibuit if I ^e your pay as well as your pro^ 
vant and your company » I care not hqw 
soon I take the oath to your colours/* , 

' ** Our pay," said Lord Menteith, ** mis^ 
al present be snAall* since it is paid out.of 
ihe common stock raised by the few 
amongst us who can command some funds 
— *as major and adjutant, I dare not promts^ 
Captain Dalgetty more than half a dollar 
a»day." 

<< The devil take all halves and quarters !" 
said the Captain ; *< were it in my optiod, I 
could no more consent to the halving of 
that dollar, than the woman in the ' Judg- 
ment of Solomon to the disseverment of 
the child of her bowels." 

** The parallel will scarce hold. Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, for I think you would ra- 
ther consent to the dividing of the dollar 
than give it up entire to your competitor* 
However, in the way of arrears I fnfty 
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promise you the other half-dollar at the 
«nd of the campaign.'' 

*^ Ah ! these arrearages,** said Captain Dal- 
gtetty, "that are always promised, and aU 
ways go for nothing ! Spain, Austria, and 
Sweden, all sing brie song. Oh ! long life- 
to the Hogan-mogans! if they were no of- 
ficers or soldiers, they were good pay- mas- 
ters.. And yet, my lord, if I could but be 
made certiorated that my natural heredi- 
tament W Drumthwacket had fallen into 
possession of any of these loons of* Cove* 
nanters, who could be, in the event of our 
success, made a traitor of, I have so much 
value for that fertile and pleasant spot, 
that I A,vduld e'en take on wP you for the' 
campaign." 

^ I can resolve Captain Dalgetty's ques- 
tion,'* said Sibbaid, Lord Menteitli's se- . 
cond attendant, *^ for if his estate of Drum* 
thwacket be, as I conceive, the long waste 
moor so called, that lies five miles south of 
Aberdeen, I can tell him it was lately pur<« 

VOL. m. M 



chased biy 'EXm Stracbw, a9 ra»k a rebel 
as ever swore the Covenant." 

^< The croi>*eared boiuid I" said Captjain 
Dalg^tty, m a,.ri^$ " what the d|evil give 
bun the aasur^nce to :purchas? the inb^Q^* 
tance of a &fnily of four huiidred yetm 
alandiDg?— ^CyM^ii^ a'uremveUetfMWt.vfieiii 
tQ s^y, at l^areschal. College thartia to s^». 
I, will puU him out qf wy, father'a hou3e 
by the ^ears, An4 so^ ^y. Lord Ment^tb, 
I am yours^ hand and, sword, body, aqd 
soul, till death do ug j)ari;y or tp.the.eii4 of 
the. next camp^Q* whiich^ver eveiit shall 
(jrst come to f^s^" 

** And I/' s£|id the yc^ung nobleinail» 
^v rivet the bargain by a moi^i^h's piy in 
advance." 

. *' That is more U^apntoc^^saryi" said Dal« 
getty, pocketing the. money however. <* But 
maw I .must, go . dowD^ Ipok after, v^y wv* 
saddle and abuil^ieiqeQtSi ,and s^ee that. 
Gu^tayus has his mornings. and tell hin^^w^ 
have taken new .^rvice.** 

" There goes your precious recnHt^** 
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jtaid Ifiti Menteith to AndetsoDi M the 
Captain left the Irootn ; << I fear we abfiU 
have little credit of him*" 

<< He is a man of the times, however," 
said Ai^efrton; <* and without such we 
should hardly be able to carry on our en- 
terprise.'* 

^ Let us go do wn,"* answered Lbtd Men- 
tet&^ ^* and see how our muster is Kkely 
t6 thrive!, for I hear a)good deal 'of -bustle 
iti4b6 'castle.? 

When they entered the hall« the dcnnes^ 
tics keeping modestly in the back-gfound, 
morning greetitigs past between Xord Men- 
teith, Angus M^Aulay, and his EngUsh 
gue^ta, while Allftn^ occupying tlie Same 
settle w^ich he had titled the) preceding 
evenings paid no attention whatever to any 
one. 

CUd Donald hastily rushed into the apart- 
ment, ^* A m^sage from Vich Alister 
Morie ^ be is ^eomtng up in the evening/' 

•* Witfe how many attendants ?" said 
M*Aulay^ 

u 
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«* Some five-and-t^cnty or thirty^* said 
Donald,^' his ordinary retinue." 

«* Shake down plenty of straw in the 
great barn," said the Laird. * 

Another servant here stumbled hastily 
in, announcing the expected arrival of Sir 
Hector M^Lean^ «* who is arriving with a 
large following.** 

^^ Put them in the maltTciln," said M'Aii^ 
lay) ^* and keep the breadth of jthe mid- 
denstcad between them and the M^Do-^ 
nalds ^ they are but unfriends to e]ich 
other.** . 

Donald now re-entered, his visage con- 
siderably lengthened—** The tiel's i* tfre 
folk," he said j << the hale Hielands are 
asteer, I think. Evan Dfau, of Lochielt 
will be here in an hour, with Lord kens how 
many gillies." 

^^ Into the great bam with them beside 
the McDonalds," said the Laird* 

'More and more Chiefs were announced^ 
the least of whom wouldhave accounted it 
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fler(%atoiy.to his dignity to ^tir without a 
4?etinoe of six or seven persons. To every 
new annuiici^tioD, Angus M^Auley an- 
swered by naming some place of accommo- 
dation^— *the stable, the loft, the cow-house, 
the sheds, every domestic office was des- 
tined for the night to some hospitable pur- 
pose or dccommodation. 'At length the 
aisrival of M^Dougal of Lorn, after all his 
means of accommodation were exhausted, 
reduced him to some per^dexity. ^* What 
ithe devil is to be done, Donald ?" said he; 
f< the great barn would hold fifty more, if 
they would lie heads and thraws ; but there 
-would be drawn dirks amang them which 
should lie uppermost, aiid so we should 
have bloody puddings before morning !" 

<* What needs all this ?" said Allan, start- 
ing up, and coming forward with the. stern 
.abruptness of his usual manner ; <^ are the 
G^el to-day o£ softer flesh or whiter blood 
rtfaan their fathers were ? Knock the head 
out of a cask of usquebae, let that be their 
night gear-^their plaid a their bed clotlies 
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— ^and the blue skj their ottopjf^ aoil tbe 
heather their couQh--^xraie a thoustttd 
more^ and they would not qoMsni on the 
. broad heath fm want of room !" 

^* Allan is right," said his brother ; ** it 
is ('^ry odd how Ailan, who, between our*- 
^lves,".6did he to Masgrave, ^^is a little 
wowf, seetns at times to have moie sense 
than us all ^put togetfaen Observe hint 
How."* 

*^ Y^s,** conttnued Allan,; fixing his eyes 
with a ghastly star e upon the opposite side 
of the hall, ** they may well tb^in as they 
are to end; many a man will aleep this 
night npoii the heath, that when the Maiw 
tin mas wind shall blow shall lie there stark 
enough, and reck little of cold or Ikck of 
covering;^ 

<* Do not forespeak us^ brother^* said 
Angus i << that is not lucky." 

^ And what luck is it thai that yotbtXi- 
pect ?" said Allan ; a»d strafning hb mytM 
.until they almost started fiom their <sodu 
ets, he fell with a^oonvulsive-shttddefitBtd 
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the arms of IKmald and his brother, who, 
koowing the nature of his fits^ had come 
near to prevent his Ml. 'JThey seated hinti 
upon a bench, and supported him until he 
came to himself, and was about to iftpeak. 

« For God^s sake, Allan," said his bro- 
ther, who knew the impression his mystical 
words were likely to make on many of the 
guests, «^ say nothing to discourage us/' 

*< Am I he who discourages you f* said 
Allan ; ^ let every man face bis weird as I 
shdl face mine. That wlikh must come^ 
will come ; and we ^all stride gallantly 
over many a- field of victory ere we reach 
yon fat^ siaughterwplace, or tread yon sable 
scaSblds!** 

* What slaughter*place ? what scaf- 
folds ?" exclaimed several voices j for Al- 
lan's renown as a seer was generally esta# 
bUshed in the Highlands. 

*« You will know that but too soon/^ an- 
swered Allan. «• Speak to me tio more, I 
am weary of your questions.** He then 
pressed his hand against his brow, rested 
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his elbow upon bis ki)ee» and sunk into a 
deep reverie. 

♦•Send for AnnQt Lyle, and the harp," 
said Angus, in a whisper, to his servant; 
^\ and let those gentlemen follow me, who 
do not fear a Highland breakfast." 

All accompanied their hospitable land- 
lord excepting only Lord Menteith, who 
lingered in one of the deep embrasures 
formed by- the windows of the hall. An- 
not Lyle shortly after glided into the 
room, not ill described by. Lord Menteith 
as- being the lightest and most fairy figure 
th&t ever trod the turf by moonlight. Her 
stature, considerably less than the Ordinary 
size of women, gave her the appearance of 
extreme youth, insomuch, tiiat although 
siie was near eighteen, she might have 
passed for four years younger. Her figure, 
hands, and feet, were formed upon a mo- 
del of exquisite symmetry with the siise and 
lightness of her person^ so th^^t Titania her* 
self could scarce have found a more fittipg 
representative. Her hair was a dar)c shad^ 
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of the colour usually termed fla^xen, whose 
clustering ringlets suited sdonrably with her 
&ir complexion^ and with thp playful, yet 
simple expre^ion .of her feature?. .Wh«n 
we add to these obstrins, th^^; AnnQt». 4n 
her . orphan state, seemed the gayest and 
happiest of maidens^ the reader n^ust allow: 
i^ to olaim for her the interertp^ ^lo^stall 
who looked on hen In fact> it was imposi^ 
sihie.to find a more universal favourite^ 
andslie often came among the riide: infeiAr 
bitants of the castle, asiAUao himselij int a 
poetical mood, expressed it, '' lilcie a ^uQ^ 
beam on a sullen sea,'' cqpunupic^ating to 
aU others the cheerfulaefip tt)a(; filled iien 
039?n.{nHid. . . 

, Annot^ such as we bare dofy^ibed her^ 
amiled and blushed, wh^o^ on < entering the: 
apartment, Lrord Menteitli came from his 
filftce of retirement, and kind^. wi$h#d h^r 
good- morning, - 

" .A^ad gopd^morning to you, my lordj**, 
retjarned she,, extendipg \ifir hand to her 
firiiendt} v^* we have seldom seen you of late 

M 2 



lit the cftstle, fttid ndw I fe«r ikis'with'iio 
pe&ceful J)tttrpose.'* 

-^* At leasts let me ttot interrupt your 
faarmonyy Annot,"* said Lord Menteith, 
<' though my arrival may hteeA discord 
elsewhere. My cousin> Allan, m^ds the 
a$9istianee of your voice and flQ%mc«'' 

*« My preserver," ^said Anuo« Lyle, •* has 
a rigiA to my poorexerttoas $ and you^ too, 
itiy k)^d,-^-you, too, are my preserver, and 
were the motsit active to save a \if& that is 
worthless em)Ugh> unless it can benefit .my 
protestors." 

So sayingi «he sate down at a little dis- 
t&nte upon the bendh on wbidi AHftH >M^ 
Aulay was placed, and tuning -her dauv 
shach, a email harp, about thirty inches 
in height, she aeeompanted it with her 
voice. The air 'if^as an anctent Goelie me- 
lody, and the words, which were^suppoaed 
to be very old, were in the same language ; 
but we subjoin, a translation of them, by 
Secundus M^J^rsoUi £sq. of Qlenfiirgen, 
which ^ aithottgh eubmitted to the^fttCen 
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of English rhythnii We trust vill be found 
nearly as genuine as the version of Ossian 
by bis celebrated namesake. 

1. 

^ " Bicds of omen dark «nd foul, 
'^ightf^etcw, T«fBfi) 'bat ^d ^owi^ 
Leave <lie sick flum <te iKte A'Cam-^ 
All nigbt long he heopd your ficreani.*- 
Haste to €aTe and vukied tow«r^ 
Ivj, tod|Or dittgted^boniror> 
There to wisk aad wo{>> ^> iHtrk ! 
In the mid air singfti the laik. 

2. 
^* Hie to moorish gills and rocks, 
PronrHng wolf and npfiy ibx,^— 
. Hie fun liM, junr tiaai your tim, 
Thpugh the larah U^ts to the ewe. 
Couch jQur traioiiy and speed your flig^it. 
Safety parts with parting night ; 
And on distant echo borOf 
Cones the huatet^s'eariy horn. 

• S. 
" The moon's wan crescent scarcely ^leams» 
Ghost-like she fades in morning beams ; 
Hie hence each peevish imp sind fay 
Thai <eaf« the pilgrim on his way :*-•> 
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Quench, kelpy ! quench^ in bog and fen^ 
Thy torch that cheats benighted men ; 
Thy dance is o'er, thy reign is done. 
For BeDjri^lo hath seen the sun. 

'' Wild thoughts, that> sinful^ dark and d^epr 
O'erpower the passive mind in sleep, 
Pass from the slumberer's soul away, 
Like night-mists from the brow of djaj :«— ^ 
Foul hag, whose blasted visage grim. 
Smothers the pulse, unnerves the Uepb^ 
Spur thy dark palfrey, and: begone I 
Thou darest not face the godlike sun." 



« 

t As the strain proceeded, Allan M^Aulaj 
gradually gave signs of recoveirin^ httf pre« 
sence of mind and attention to the objects 
around' him. The deep-knit furrows of his 
brow relaxed and smoothed themselves; 
and the rest of hi3 features^ which' had 
seemed contorted with internal agony, re- 
lapsed into a more Batumi state. When 
he raised his head and jsat upright, his 
countenance, though still deeply melan* 
choly, was divested of its wildness and 
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ferocity; and in its composed state, al- 
though by no means handsome, tbe. CKpres- 
sion of his features was &trikii»g, manij^, and 
even noble. His thick, brown eye-brows^ 
which had hitherto been drawn close toge- 
ther, ivere now slightly separated, as in th^ 
natural atate ; and his j;rey eyes, whiq^ had 
rolled and flashed from under them with an 
unAatural and portentous gleam, now reco- 
vered a steady and determined expression. 

. *< Thank God !*' he said, after sittJ|ng si^ 
lent for about a minute, until the very last 
Qounds of the harp had ceased to yibratey 
^ xay soul is no longer darkened — ^the miat^ 
hath passed from' my spirit.'' 

\ f<iYou owef thanks, cousin Allan,*' said 
Lord Menteith, coming forward, ** to Ah^ 
not Lyle, as well as to heaven, for this- 
iMtppy change in your melancholy mood." ^ 
^< My noble cousin Menteith," said Al- 
lan, rising. and greeting him very respect- 
fully, as welt as kindly,^* has known my 
unhappy ciicumstances so long» that his 
kindness will require no excuse for my be- 



iHg .^urkte in biddkig him welcome to 

: ** We are too iOld aoqnaMtances, Allan,"; 
^idiljUf^MnKtath^ f^ andtoo good &ieQ«hy 
to» stasd on: itke ; onsmonkl . oC outMMd: 
gMettng j.lmt isem will jje half i the i^igk- 
liHidaitOiibiy^ and) you .knowi with 'Cntr 
wraateini Chi^ cemmony !mast:iBot fae 
Bc g fac t e d . What wiU 700 givo; Ihde ikii»^ 
not ifinD fiukiiig yoafitimmpaii^ to OKXt 
BtwDhu, and Iknow not how manyljon. 
acii vad'&athecs j" 

.'^^ What^wfli he |^ve<ine?" said Anoot^ 
attiiiing; << ooliHng: lesB, I bope» thtti'tlie 
best ribbon at the ifirar of Douiiie*" 

^ The &ir of Daane, Aamotr sstid 
AlhuK sadly^ ^^ there v^ be Uomfyi wofk 
befiire that 'daf^ and £ mi^ nesrer flee k^ 
botjiKmihaivs wcUjreminded ms of-iwiiatl 
have ioi^g inteoded to dow'^ 

*iH»vhigrsaid tUs, htt left the roon. 

:^ Sfaodd he talk iottg Ja tfau nHnpuv" 
sttd Lord MenJteiiifa,. ** ym aunt^kei^ your 
harp ini tuiiet :my.dcar (j 



^^ I hope; &^" SBtd Anootv aMknisly; 
<< this fit has been a long one^ and prohap 
Idy 'will notisoim re tun). It is &arful to 
see a mind, naturaUy gsnerDoa aadiaffiw. 
tHinste» .afflusted. by this corastitutioml .ma* 

As she spoke in a low and . ooafideatiai 
tmiiej Locd M eiitfeldi> mtondfy drew diosei 
and stooped forwards»^ that he nn^kt tiia 
bettor icatdi the aensa of wii^t alw sudd* 
When Allan suddenly entered the .apart- 
ment, they natiaraliy drew back iroiakemBk 
iriher with a manner expressive: of con* 
idoiAoess, as if surprised in a ooiivcrsatiofi 
wfaidi tkej^wiskiBd tokeep secj^frotn him. 
This dki 4iet eacape Allan's ^nbserattiovi; 
be' step t ^hoTt at the doer of the apartmcttt 
«-*his brows were contracted«-4iis ^es FoUb 
ed $ but it wu osdy tbe paroxysm of a mo- 
ment. He passed bis beoad. sinewy imad 
across hia falo^i as if to obliterate these 
signs ofemotion^ and advanced tewmida 
Annot^ holding in jhis hand « very smatt 
box made'tdf'JOkdowood^ cuiiouriy inlaod. 



n 
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<< I take you to witness^" lie jatd^ ^< consin 
Menteithi tbat I give this box and its com 
teats.to Annot Lyle. It eonlaitis a few ifr* 
namjents that beloqged to my poor mptber 
•-^f trifling value^ you'tnay gue^, for thi^ 
wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich 
jewel caskcL" 

^ .^* But these ornaments/' said Annot Lyle; 
gently and timidly refb»ng.the box» ** 
long, to the family-^I cannot accept 

**VThey belong to me alone, Aiinot,r 
said Allan, interrupting her ; <* they were 
my mother's dying bequest: They am ^U 
I can call my own, except my plaid laqd 
my claymore. Take them, theareibre-^ 
they ate to me valueless trinkets — and keep 
them for my sake*— should I never return, 
from these wars." 

JSo saying,. he opened tlie ease, and pre^ 
80Dted.it to Annot *« If," sa^d he, " they 
are of any value, dispose of them for. your 
t)wn support, when tbi; house. has been 
consumed .with hostile iSre, . and ^^n tm 
longer afford you protefctioikr-JButi keep 
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one ring in memory of Allan, wha has 
done to requite your kindness, if not all 
he wished, at least all he. could.^ 

Annot Lyle endeavoured in vain to re- 
strain the gathering tears, when she sdid, 
" fine ring, Allan, I will accept from you 
as a memorial of your goodness to a poor 
orphan, but do not press me to take more ; 
for I can not, and will not, accept a gift of 
such dispropoitioned value." 

*;«.Make your choice, then,*' said Allan ; 
•*,your delicacy may be welK founded ; the 
others shall assume a sh^pe in which they 
may be more useful to you." 

" Think not of it," said Annot, choo- 
sing from the contents of the casket a ring, 
apparently the most trifling in value which 
it cbiitained j ** keep them for your own^ 
or your brother's bride. — But, good hea- 
vens!" she said, interrupting herself, and 
looking, at the ring, << what is this that I 
have chosen ?" 

Allan hastened to look upon it^ with 
eyes of gloomy apprehension ; it bore» iii 
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enamel, a. death's head above two ooased 
daggers. When Allan recognized the de* 
vice, he uttered a sigh so deep, that she 
dropped the ring from her hand, which 
rolled upon the floor« Lord Menteith 
picked it up, and returned it to the terri- 
fied Aonot. 

^< I take God to witness,** said Allan, 
^*'that your hand, young lord, and not 
mine, has agun delivered to' her this ill- 
omened gift It was the moummg ring 
worn by my mother in niemorial of her 
mtirdered brother.** 

^^ I fear no -omeni^'* said Annot, smi- 
ling through her tears ; ** and nothing 
Qoming through the hands of my two pa* 
tronsi** so she was wont to call Lord Men- 
teith and Allan, ** can bring: bad luck to 
the poor orphan/' 

She put -the ring on her finger, and, 
turning to her harp, sung,< to a lively air, 
the following verses of one of the &sIiion* 
able songs of thi period,^ which had ifound 
iti way, maiked as it was: with the ^aint 
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h,yyfrboUcal tWBte of King Gharlea's time^ 
CcQin aome court masque to the midiiof 
P^th9hi|*e« 



it 



>. t 



Graze not upon the stars^ fond soge^ 
In them no influence lies ; 
To re^d the fkte of youtb or age^ 
Ltmk -on taj H^lea'i ejM. 

** Yet/rash astrologer, refrain. 
Too dearly wotdd be, won 

The prescience of anodier^s pan^ 
If pivduBod by tfaine own*" 



^«She ia right, Alhui)'' imd Lof d Mou 
tiskh } . ^< aaA this end of an old song tg 
worth all 9»e shall gain bji^our attempt to 
look into futurity." 

<^ She: is wroagi my lordt** said AUao^ 
stemly^ ^ though you^ who treat with 
lightoess the waroings I have ghren you^ 
nkay not Hve. to see the event of the omen. 
Lati^h; inot so fleornfuUy/' he added, iilter# 
ruptidg bimaelf, '* or rathfer laugh on af 
loisi iaxid m long as yon ^1 ; your term of 
laughter will £nd a pause er^ Jong." , 
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•• I care not for your viftion!?, Attan/* 
laid Lord Menteith; ^* however shortly 
span of life, the eye of no Highland seer 
can see its termination/' 

" For Heaven^s sake," said Annot Ljle, 
interrupting hira^ ** you know his nature, 
and how little, be. can endure"—: — 

" Fear me not," said Allan, interrupting 
her, — «*^my mind is now constant and calm. 
—But for you, young lord," s^id he, turn* 
ing to Lord Menteitb, <* my eye has sought 
you through fields of battle, where High- 
landers and Lowlanders. lay strewed as 
thick as ever the rooks sat on those aa^ 
cient trees," pointing to a rookery which 
W|W seen from the window—** my eye 
sought you, but your corpse was not there 
—my eye sought you;imong atrain of un- 
resisting and disarmed captives, drawn up 
within the bounding walls cf an ancient 
apd Tugged fortrei(s ;^-^flash ' after flashy 
platoon after platOon^-^the iiostile diot fdl 
amongst them, but you irere not among 
their ranks ^-^sqaffulds were preparedr^* 
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Vloelts were arrangedi saw-dust was spread 
•-^tbe priest was ready with his book, tbe 
headsman with his axe— but there^ too, 
mine eye found you not** ; 

" The gibbetj then, I suppose, must be 
toy Aodm f said Lord Menteith. " I wish 
tliey had spared me the halter, were it bat. 
for the dignity of the peerage.** 

He spoke this scornfully, yet not with- 
out a sort of cariosity, and a wish to fe- 
€eive an answer ; for the desire of prying 
kito futurity frequently has some influence 
even on the minds of those who disavow 
all belief in the possibility of such predic- 
tions. 

<< Your rank, my lord, will soffer no dis- 
honour in your person, or by the manner 
of your death. Three times have I seen a 
Highlander plant his dirk in your bosom— 
and such will be your fate." 

«* I wish you would describe him to tne,** 
said Lord Menteith, ^< and Ishall save him 
the trouble of fblfiUing your prophesy, if 
his plaid be passable to swoi4 or pistoK* 



<^ Tour weapood^" Ba^. Allan^ <* would 
avail jrou little V tior can I give you the; in- 
formation you desire. The &ce of t^e \i^ 
8ion has been ever averted from me." 

<' So be it then,*' said hotd Meiiteithy 
^ apd let it rest in the uneeltainty in whkb 
your augury has placed it I shall dine not 
the less merrily among plaids, and dirks» 
and jults^ to-day,^ 

'«< It may be sc^^ said AHan.; << and» it 
may be, you do veil to e^y these mcK 
mentsi, whicb< to sie adre poisocied by au- 
giuies of future evih But* I," he oon- 
tinuecU*^^ ! repeal to you, that this wea* 
pen," touching the hilt of the dirk wlikii 
he W08e, << carries your iateJ' 

^^ lu the meanwhiley'' said Lord. Men* 
teith, '' y0ii# Alko, have frightened the 
blood frdm the cheeks of Annot Lyle««- 
let us leave this xliscourse^ my ifiettd^ and 
goto see ^barl mfc both , understaad^^-t-the 
progress of our imili t£»py pr epat ationsk^ 
': They joined: Angus MMtulay Md his 
EngUsb gjuests^ and,. in the waiituy diaeus* 



sions which immediately took place, Allan 
shewed a clearness of mind, strength of 
judgment, and precision of thought, totally 
inconsistent with the m^stiqal tight in which 
his character has been hitherto exhibited. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



When AXbm ber daymoremdigiiantly dnwt, 
Wben her bonneted chieftains anmnd her ghaH cnmdp 
Ckn-Ranald the dauntless/ and Moray the prondt 
All plaided and pfauned in their tartan array—— 

LoehieVs Wamiag. 

Whoever saw that morning the castle of 
Darnlinvarach beheld a busy and a gallant 
sight. 

The various Chiefs, arriving with their 
different retinues, which^ notwithstanding 
their numbers^ formed no more than their 
usual equipage- and body guard upon oo 
casions of solemnity, ssdutcd the lord of 
the castle and each other with overflow- 
ing kindness, or with haughty and dis- 
tant politeness, according to the circum- 
stances of friendship or hostility in which 
their clans had recently stood to each other. 
Each Chief, however small his comparative 
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importance, shewed the full disposition to 
^exact from the rest the deference due to a 
separate and independent prince^ while 
the stronger and more powerful^ divided 
among themselves by recent contentions 
or ancient feuds, were constrained in po- 
licy to use great deference to the feeUoga 
of thdr less powerful brethren, in order^ 
in case of need, to attach as many as might 
be to their own intei^t and standard. Thus 
the meeting of Chiefs resembled not a little 
those ancient Diets of the Empire, where 
the smallest FreyX^rf^^ who poiKsessed a 
CMtle perched upon a barren 'crag^ with a 
few hundred acres around it, claimed the 
atate and honours of a sovereign prince, 
and a seat according to his rank among the 
tHgnitaries of the empire. 

The followers of the different leaders were 
separately arranged and accommodated, as 
TQom and circumstances bestpermitted, each 
retaining, however, his henchman,whowait. 
edt close as the shadow, upon his person, to 
execute whatever might be required by his 
patron. 

VOL. III. N 
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The^xteribr of the castle afforded a sin-^ 
gular scene. The Highlanders^ from dif-^ 
ierent idands, glens^ and straths^ eyed each 
other at a distance with looks of emulation^ 
inquisitive curiosity, or hostile malevolence; 
but tibe most astounding part of the assem- 
bly, at least to a Lowland ear^ was the rival 
performance of the bagpipers^ These W2u:«* 
like minstrels, who had the highest opinion 
each of the superiority of his own tribe, 
joined to the most over weening idea of the 
importance connected with the profession/ 
at first performed their various pibrochs in 
front each of his own clan* , At lengthy how- 

ever, as the black- cocks towards the end of 

< 

the season, when, in sportsman's language, 
they are said to flock, are attracted together 
by the sound of each other^s triumphant 
crow, even so did the pipers, swelling their 
plaids and tartans in the same triumphant 
manner in which the birds ruffle up their 
feathers, begin to approach each other with- 
in such distance as might give to thdr bre« . 
thren a sample of their skiiL Walking within 
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a short distance^ and eyeing each other with 
looks in which self-importance and defiance 
might be traced, they strutted, puffed, and 
plied their screaming instruments, each play- 
ing his own favourite tune with such a din, 
that if an Italian musician had Iain burled 
within ten miles of them, he must have 
risen from the dead to run out o£ hearing. 
The chieftains meanwhile had assembled 
in dose conclave In the great hall of the 
castle. Among them were the persons of 
the greatest consequence in the High- 
lands, some of them attracted by zeal for 
the royal cause, and many by aversion to 
that domination which the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle,. since his rising to such influence in 
the state, had exercised over his High- 
land neighbours* That statesman, indeed^ 
though possessed of very considerable abi- 
lities, and very great power, had failings 
which rendered him unpopular among the 
Highland chiefs. The devotion which he 
professed was of a morose and fanatical 



f98 TALES OF MT UlNDLORD. 

character ; his ambitiot appeared to be ki« 
satiable, aod inferior chiefa comj^ained of 
his want of bounty and liberality. Add to 
this» that although a Highlander, and of a 
Ikniily distinguished for valour before ^nd 
ittnce, Gillespie Gruoiad)^ (which was the 
persooal distinction he bore in the High* 
lands, where titles of ^rank are unknown,) 
was suspected of being a better man in the 
cabinet than in the-ileld. He and his tribe 
were particulariy obnoxious to the McDo- 
nalds and the McLeans, two numerous septs, 
who^ thopgh disunited by ancient feuds, 
agreed in an intense dislike to the Camp* 
bells,. or, as they were called, the Children 
^f t>iannid« 

For some time the assembled Chiefs re- 
mained silent, until some one should open 
the business of the meeting. At length 
o^e of the most powerful of them commen. 
6ed the diet by saying,—^** We have been 
SUfrihioned hither, M'Aulay, to consult of 
weighty matters concerning the King's af- 
fairs, and those of the state, and we crave 
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to know by whom they are to be explained 
touai* 

M^Aulay* whose streng^th did not lie in 
oratory, intimated his wish that Lord Men- 
teith should open the business of the coun* 
cih With great modesty, and, at the same 
time, with- spirit, that young lord said, << he 
wished what he was about to propose had 
Qome from some person of better known,, 
and more established character. Since, 
however, it lay with him to be spokesman, 
he had to state to the chiefs assembled, that 
those who wished to throw off the base yoke 
which fanaticism had endeavoured to wreath 
round their necks, had not a moment to. 
lose. The Covenanters,'' he said, *^ after 
having twice made war upon their sove- 
feign, and having extorted from him every 
request, reasonable or unreasonable, which 
they thought proper ta exact — after their 
chiefs had been loaded with dignities and 
£Eivourft«^after ' having publicly declared, 
when his Majesty, after a gracious visit to 
the land of his nativity, was upon his re- 
turn to England, that he returned a con« 



S94 TALES OF MT LANDLOBD* 

tented King from a contented people, — ^^ 
ter all this, and without even the pretext 
for a national grievance, the same men have, 
upon doubts and suspicions, equally disho- 
nourable to the King, and groundless in 
themselves^ detached a strong army to as- 
sist his rebels in England, in a quarrel with 
which Scotlandiiad no more to do than she 
has with the wars in Germany. It was 
well," he said, << that the eagerness with 
which this treasonable purpose was pur. 
sued, had blinded the junto who naw usurp- 
ed the government of Scotland to the risk 
which they were about to incur. The army 
which they had dispatched to England un- 
der old Leven comprehended their veteran 
soldiers, the strength of those armies which 
had been levied in Scotland during the two 

former wars" 

Here Captain Dalgetty endeavoured to 
rise, for the purpose of explaining how 
many veteran officers, trained in the Ger- 
man wars, were, to his certain knowledgCi 
in the army of the Earl of Leven» But 
Allan M'Aulay holding him down in the 
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seat with one hand; pressed the fore-fingef 
Off the other upon his own lips, and, though 
with some difficulty, prevented his inter- 
ference. Captain Dalgetty looked upon 
him with a very scornful and indignant 
-air, by which the other's gravity was in no 
way moved, and Lord Menteith proceed- 
ed without farther interruption. 

<« The moment," he said, ** was most 
^vourable for all true-hearted and loya! 
Scotchmet) to shew, that the reproach their 
country tad lately undergone arose from 
the selfish ambition of a few turbulent and 
seditious men, joined to the absurd fanati- 
dsm which, disseminated from five hundred 
pulpits, had spread like a land-flood over 
the Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters 
from the Marquis of Huntly in the north, 
which he should shew to the chiefs sepa- 
rately. That nobleman, equally loyal and 
-powerful, was determined to exert bis ut- 
most energy i« the common cause, and the 
•powCTful Earl of Seaforth was prepared to 
join the same standard. From the Earl of 
Airly, and the Ogilvies in Angus- shire, be 
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had had commfunications e^uaUy da$id€d/»: 
and tjbere was no doubt that tbes^, Yfho, 
with the Hays» Leiths» Bu/Qets^ an4 otk^ 
loyal gentlemen^ would be soop oi^ hofeet 
back, would form a body far mor^ tbi^. 
sufficient to overawe the northern .COh 
venanters, who had already experie^CjO^ 
their valour in the well-known roiit whic^ 
was popularly termed the Trot of; Turifil 
South of Jorth and Tay," he said., ** thp 
King had many friends, who^ oppressed bgr 
enforced oaths, compulsatory levies, heav|r 
-taxes, unJMstly imposed and uneq.uaUy le- 
vied, by the tyranny of the Commdttef of 
Estates, and the inquisitorial insolen(^ q£ 
the Presbyterian divines, waiCed but ikfi 
waving of the royal banner to take up fuwt» 
Douglas, Txaqnair, Roxburgh, .I}ume, aU 
friendly to the royal cause, would countex- 
balance," he said^ ^^ the covenanting in* 
terest in the south ; and twa gentlemmi» 
of name and (quality, here present^ from 
the north of England, would answer for 
the zeal of Cumberland, Westmoreland, 
and Northumberlaad. Against so many 
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gdkQt gentlemen the southern Covenan* 
t^ coi^d but Arm raw leties ; the Whig- 
aiboresof the western shires^ and the plow- 
men and mechanics (tf the Low^cOuntry. 
For the West Highlands, he knew no iti« 
terest which the Covenanters possessed 
there, except that of one individual, as 
well known as he was odious. But was 
there a single man, who, on casting bis eye 
round this hall, and recognising the power, 
the gallantryi and the dignity of the chiefe 
aasetnbied, could entertain a momentli doubt 
ci tbeir success against the utmost force 
which Gillespie Grumach could collect 
against them ? He bad only farther to add, 
that considerable fiinds, both of money and 
fliBinunition^ had been provided for the 
army — (Here Dalgetty drew himself up, 
mid looked round)-^that officers of ability 
aftd experience in the foreign wars^ one of 
whom waa now present^ had ei^^^ged to 
fiaia ancih leiies as might re^pike to be 
^Usciffliiied ^-^^and that a mimeroua body 
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of auxiliary forces from Ireland , haTing* 
been detached from the Earl of Antrimt 
from Ulster^ had successfully accorispltsb- 
ed their descent upon the main land, and 
with the assistance of Clanranald's peojde, 
having taken tnd fortified the castle of 
Mingarry, in spite of Argyie's attempts 
to intercept them, were in fuU march to 
this place of rendezvous. It only remaini- 
ed|" he said, ^< that the noble Chiefs as* 
sembled, laying aside every lesser consi* 
deration, should unite, heart and hand^^in. 
the common cause ; send the £ery dross 
through their clans, in order to collect 
their utmost force, and form their junc- 
tion with such celerity as to leave the ene* 
my no time, either for preparation, or re- 
covery from the panic which would spread 
at the first sound of their pibroch. He 
himself/- he said^ '^ though neither among 
th^ richest nor the most powecful of the 
Scottii^h no]bility, fek that be had to sup* 
port tbe digmty of an ancient and honour* 
able nation, and to that cause he was de» 

Id 
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tishnined to devote both Iffe and fdrtune!* 
If thbse who were fnori powerful were 
equally prompt, he trusted they woilld de- 
ilerve the thanks of their King, and the gta,* 
titude of posterity.'' 

' Loud applause followed this speech of 
Lord Mehteith, and testified the general 
A^uiescenc^ of all present in the sentiment 
which he had expressed ; but when thd 
shout had died away, the assembled Cbieft 
continued to gaze upon each other- as if 
something yet remained to be settled. Af- 
ter some whispers among themseives^ an 
liged man^ whom his grey hairs rendered 
respectable, although . he was not of th« 
highest order of Chiefs, replied te> What ha<l 
been said. ; i 

« Thane of Menteith," he said, <« you 
have well spokCT, nor is there one of uST in 
whose -bosom .the same sentiments do -not 
burn like fire* ' But it is not strength ^ne 
that wins the f{ght; it is the bead of the 
commander as well as the arm of the soU 
dier, that brings victo^r I ask of you 
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yfiho ig t# raise aad sustala tbe banatt 
under which we ere inYited to rise end 
master ourselTCS ? Wi^ it be expected that 
we should risque our children^ and thet 
flower of our kinsmen, ere we know to 
wh06e guidance they ate iutrasted i This 
were leading those to slaaghteri whonh hf 
the laws of God and man, it is our duty to 
protect* Where is the royid commiasioii» 
mder which the lieges are to be cooTOca^ 
ted in arms ? Sample and rude as we wm^ 
bedeemed^ we know something of theestsp 
blished rules of war as well as (tf the lawt 
of our country ; nor will we arm ouisdves 
against theganeral peacet unless by the es« 
press commands of the King* and oiidM • 
leader fit to command such men as are hen 
assembled.'' 

<< Where would you find such a leadeft*^ 
said another Chieft startiqg up» <* sa?mg the 
representative of the Lords of the Isles^ en* 
titled by burth and hereditary descent to lead 
foith the array of w^ elan of the Hi^- 
lands s and where is that dignity lod|^i 
save in the house di Vich Alister More f" 
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^J acknowledge^^ said another Chie^ 
eagerly interniptiiig the speaker, <* tbt 
tntth in what fass» been first said, but not 
the inference. If Vich Alister More de^ 
sires to be hdd representative of the I^orda 
of the Idesi let him first shew his blood i$ 
iredder than mine.*' 

<< TbisU; 18 so«n proved," said Vich AHstw 
More, layii^ bis hand upon the basket-hill 
of his claymore. Lord Menteith threw 
himself between them, entreating and im* 
]^0R!Bg each to remember that the interests 
of Seothmd, the liberty of their country, and 
the Cause of their King, ought to be sup^ 
riar in their eyes to any personal dilutes 
respecting descent, rank, and precedence* 
Several of the Highland Chirfs, who had 
no desire to admit the claims of either chie£» 
tain, interfered to the same purpose, and 
none witiii more emphasis than the celelmu 
ted Evan Dbu. 

<< I have come from my lakes,** he said» 
<< as a stream descends from the hills, not 
to torn 0gain, but to accomplish my cpurse* 
It is not by looking back to our own pre^ 
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tensions that we shall serve Scotland or 
King Charles. My voice shall be for that 
general whom the King shall nanie, who 
will doubtless possess those qualities which 
are necessary to command men like us. 
High-born he must be, or we shall lose our 
rank in obeying him — wise arid skilful, or 
we shall endanger the safety df our^eoplc— 
bravest among the brave, or we shall peril 
our own honour— ^temperate, firm, and 
manly, io keep us united. Such is the man 
that must command us. Are you prepa* 
red, lliane of Menteith, to'say where such 
a general is to be found ?" 

«* There is but one,** said Allan M^Aulay } 
^ and here,** he said, laying his band upon 
the shoulder of Anderson, who stood be^ 
hind Lord Menteith, ••here he stands." 

The gfeneral surprise of the meeting was 
expressed by an impatient murmur^ when 
Anderson, throwing back the cloak in 
which his face was muffled, and stepping 
forward, spoke thus ; — •« I did not long in- 
tend to be a silent spectator of this intu^ 



A LEGSKB OF MOKTAOftC. WJt 

resting scene, although my hasty friend 
has obliged me to disclose myself some- 
what sooner than was my intention, Whe- 
, ther I deserve the honour reposed in me by 
this parchment will best appear from what 
I shall be able to do for the King's service. 
It is a commission, under the great seal, to 
James Graham, Earl of Montrose, to com- 
itiand those forces which are to be assem- 
bled for the service of his Majesty in this 
kingdom." 

A loud shout of approbation burst from 
the assembly. There was, in fact, no other 
person to whom, in point of rank, these 
proud mountaineers would have been dis- - 
posed to submit. His inveterate and here- 
ditary hostility to the Marquis of Argyk 
insuredhis engaging in the war with sttf& 
cieBt energy, while his well-known military 
talents, and his tried valour, afforded every 
hope of his bringing it to a favourable con*- 
clusiom 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

m 

OttrplotisagoodplotaseveriTMlaid; oarMaijds tne 
■lid cMisttnt 2 ft goiod plot^ good friends^ and full of expect** 
1|(m: aa eioeUeitt pUt^ very good firiends. 

Hmt^f IF. Pari L Act IL Se. III^ 



No sooner had the general acclamation of 
joyful surprise subsided* than silence was 
eagerly demanded for reading the royal 
ooainission ; and the bonnets, which hither- 
to each diief had "woro, probably because 
unwilling to be the first to uncover, were 
now at once vailed in honour of the royal 
warrant It was couched in the most full 
and ample terms^ authorising the Earl of 
Montrose to assemble the subjects in arm% 
for the putting down the present rebellion^ 
which divers traitors and seditious pei^ 



A I.EQEKD OF MONTAOSfi. 909^ 

sons had levied against the King, to the ma^ 
nifest forfaulture, as instated, of their alle» 
giatice, and to the breach of the pacificatioa 
between the two kingdoms. It enjoined all 
subordinate authorities to be obedient an^ 
assisting to Montrose in his enterprise i. 
gave him the power of making ordinances 
and proclamations, punishing misdemean«> 
ours, pardoning criminals,, placing and dis- 
placing governors and commanders* In fine».' 
it was as large and full a commission as any 
with which a prince could entjust a su|;)ject» 
So soon as it was finished, a shout burst froiQ 
the assembled chiefs^ in testimony of theii^ 
willing submission to the will of their Sove^- 
reign- Not contented with generally thanki* 
ing them for a reception so favourable,^ 
Montrose hastened to ^ address himself t^ 
individuals* The most important chiefa 
h?id already been long personally known ta 
him, but even to those of inferior eonser 
quence he npw introduced himself^ and by 
ihQ acquaintance he displayed with theij 
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peculiar deMgoations, and the circumstances 
and history of their clans, he shewed how 
long he must have studied the character 
0f the mountaineers, and so prepared him* 
self for such a situation as he now held. 

While he was engaged in these acts of 
courtesy, his graceful manner, expressive 
features, and dignity of deportment, made 
a singular contrast with the coarseness and 
meanness of his dress. Montrose possess- 
ed that sort of form and face,'in which the 
beholder, at the first glance, sees nothing 
extraordinary, but of which the interest be- 
comes more impressive the longer we gaze 
upon them. His stature was very little 
above the middle size, but in person he was 
uncommonly well built, and capable both 
of exerting great force, atid enduring much 
fatigue. In fact, he enjoyed a constitution 
of iron, without which fee could not have 
sustained the hardships of his extraordinary 
campaigns, through all of which he subject- 
ed himself to the hardships of the meanest 
soldier. He was perfect in all exercises. 
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whether peaceful or martial, and possessed^ 
of course, that graceful ease of deportment 
proper to those to whom habit has rendered 
all postures easy. His long brown hair, ac- 
cording to the custom of men of quality 
among the Royalists^ was parted on the top 
of his head, and trained to hang down on 
each side in curled locks, one of which, de- 
scending two or three inches lower than the 
others, intimated Montrose'^ compliance 
with that fashion against which it pleased 
Mr Prynne, the puritan, to write a tte^ 
tise, entitled, *< The Unloveliness of Love-* 
locks." 

The features which these tresses inclosed, 
were^f that kind which derive their intfey 
cest from the character of the man, rather 
than from the regularity of their form. But 
a high nose, a full, decided, well-opened| 
quick grey eye, and a sanguine complexion^ 
made amends ibr some coatseness and irre« 
gularity in the subordinate parts of the face) 
so that, in general, Montrose might be term* 
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ed rather a handsome, than a hard-feat€i» 
red man. But those- v^ho saw him when his- 
soul looked through those eyes with all the 
energy and fire of genius — those who heard 
him speak with the authority of talent, and 
the eloquence of nature, were impressed' 
with an opinion even of his external forHi^ 
more enthusiastically favourable than the 
portraits which stills survive^ would entitle 
us ta ascribe to them. Such, at least, war 
the impression he made upon the assembled 
Chie& of the mountaineers,' over whom, as 
upon all persons in their state of society^ 
personal appearance iias no small infliieBoe^ 
In the discussions which followed his dis- 
covering himself, Montrose explained tiie 
itiirious risks which be had run in his pre* 
ient undertaking. His first attempt had" 
been to assemble, a body (tf loyalists in the 
aorth of England, who, in obedience to the 
orders of the Marquis of Newcastle, heex« 
pected would have marched into Scotland ;. 
!mt the disinclination of the £ngUdi. to 
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'^rosd tlie Border»-~the deky of the Earl.of 
Jjyitrim^ Vfho was to have landed in ^le 
Solway Firth with his Irish army, prevent- 
ed his executing this design ; and other 
{dans having in like manner failed, he sta*- 
ted that he found himself under the neces- 
sity i^ assuming a disguise through the 
liOwIands, in which he had been kindly as- 
sisted by his kinsman of Menteith. By what 
Cleans Alkn M^Aulay.had come to know 
him, he could not pretend to ^explain. 
Those who knew AUan^s prophetic preten- 
sions, smiled mysteriously ; but he himself 
eiily replied, that ** the Earl of Montrose 
need not be surprised if he was known to 
thousands, of whom he himself could re- 
tain no memory •" 

**r By the honour of a cavalier," said Cap- 
fain Dalgetty, finding at length an oppor- 
tunity to thrust in his word, " I am proud 
knd h^ppy in having an opportunity of 
drawing a sword under your lordship's com** 
inaiui ; and I do forgive all grudge^ maU 
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content, and malice of my heart, to Mr Al- 
lan M*Aulay, for having thrust me down 
to the lowest seat of the board yestreen* 
Certesi he hath this day spoken so like a 
man having full command of his senses, 
that I had resolved that he was no way en- 
titled to claim the privilege of insanity^ 
But since I was only postponed .to a no- 
ble earl, my future commander-in-chief, 
I do, before you all, recognise the justice 
of the preference, and heartily salute Allan 
as one who is to be his bon-camarado*' 
, Having made this speech, which was 
little understood or attended to, without 
putting off his military glove, he seized oxm 
Allan's hand, and began to shake it widh 
violence, which Allan, with a gripe libe a 
smith's vice, returned with such fore©, as 
to drive the iroa splents of the gauntlet 
into the hand of the wearer. 
' Captain Dalgetty might have coustrued 

« 

this into a new affront^ had not his atten- 
ttmij as he stood blowing and shaking bia 
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hand, been suddenly called by Montrose 
himself. 

" Hear this news," he said, *• Captain 
Dalgetty — I should say, Major Dalgetty,— • 
the Irish, who are to profit by your mili-. 
tary experience, are now within a few 
leagues of us." 

" Our deer-stalkers," said Angus M'Au- 
lay, ** who were abroad to bring in venison 
for this honourable party, have heard of a 
band of strangers, who speak neither Saxon. 
nor pure Gaelic, and caii with difficulty 
make themselves be understood by the 
peopln of the country^ who are marching 
this way in arms, under the leading, it ia 
said, of Alaster McDonald, who is common- 
ly called Young Colkitto," 

« These must be our men," said Mon- 
trose; *' we must hasten to send messen- 
gers forward, both to act as guides and to 
relieve their wants." 

•< The last," said Angus M« Aulay, <« will 
be no easy mattej j for I am informed^ 
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ttoit, excepting muskets and a very little 
titnmunition, they want every thing that 
ioldiers should have ; and they are partb- 
^ularly deficient in money, in shoes, and in 
raiment." 

•* 'Hiere is at least no use in saying so,** 
«aid Montrose, " in so loud a tone. The 
puritan weavers of Glasgow shall provide 
them plenty of broad-cloth when we make 
a descent from the Highlands ; and if the 
xiliili«ters could preach the old women of 
the Scottish boroughs out of their webs of 
fiapery, to make tents to the fellows on 
Dunse Law, I will try whether I hate not 
a little ^interest both to m^ke these godly 
dameft renew their patriotic gift, and the 
prick-eared knaves, their husbands, open 
their purses." 

" And, respecting arms,** said Captain 
Dalge!%y, *• if your lordship will permit an 
old cavalier to speak his mind, so that the 
one-third have muskets, my darling weapon 
would be the pike for the remainder, Whe^ 
ther for resisting a charge of horse, or for 
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breaking the infantry* A common smith 
will make a hundred pike*heads in a day ; 
here is plenty of wood for shafts ; ^^ I 
mil uphold, that, according to the be«t 
usages of war, a strong battalion of pikes, 
drawn up in the fashion of«^the Lion of the 
North, the immortal Gustavus, would beat 
the Macedonian phalanx, of which I used 
to read in the Mareschal College, when I 
studied in the ancient town of Bon-accord ; 
alid further, I will Venture to pr^icate''-^^ 

The Captain's lecture upmi tactics was 
here suddenly interrupted by Allan M^ Au« 
lay, who said, hastily, — '* Room for an un- 
expected and unwelcome guest,** 

At the same moment, the door of the 
liaU opened, and a grey-haired man, of a 
very stately appearance,, presented himself 
to the aissembly. There ymB much dignity, 
and even authority, in his manner. Hts 
i^atttre was above the common size, and 
his locAca «ucfa as were used to comixnuHl, 
He «ut m severe, and almost stern gknce 

iroii, m. o 
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Upon the assembly of chiefs. Those of the. 
higher rank among them returned it with, 
scornful indifference ; but some of the west-, 
ern gentlemen, of inferior power, looked as,v 
if they wished themselves elsewhere. " To 
which of this. assembly^" said the stranger^ . 
^* am I to , address myself as leader $ or . 
have you not fixed, upon the person who is. 
to hold an office at least as perilous as it is. 
honourable?" 

<^ Address yourself to me^Sir Duncan 
Campbell," said Montrose, stepping for- 
ward. 

<< To yqu !" said Sir Duncan Campbell, 
with some scorn. . 

«« Yes,-— to . me/f repeated Montro3C,r-, 
"to the Earl of Montrose^ if you have for-, 
gothim.". • 

«< I should; now^ at least," said Sir Dun-; 
can Campbell^ << have had some difficulty, 
in recognising^ him in the disguise of a 
groom.— -And yet I might baveguessed that 
no evil influence inferior to your lords^p'sii 
distinguished as one who .troubles Israely 
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could have collected together this rash as- 
sembly of misguided persons.'' 

^< I will answer unto you/' said Mon- 
trose, '^ in the manner of your own Puri- 
tans. I have not troubled Israel, but thou 
and thy father's house. But let us leave an 
altercation, which is of little consequence 
but to ourselves, and hear the tidings you 
have brought from your chief of Argyle ;. 
for I must conclude that it is in his name 
that you have come to this meeting." 

/^ It Js in the name of the Marquis of 
Argyle," said Sir Duncan Campbell,— -^^ m, 
the name of the Scottish Parliament, that I 
demand to know the meaning of this singu- 
lar convocation. If it is designed to disturb 
the peace of the country, it werie biit acting 
like neighbours, and men of honour, .to 
give us some intimation to stand upon our 
guard.? 

.<^ It is a singular, and new state of af- 
fairs in Scotland," said Montrose, turning 
from Sir £)uncan Campbell to the assem- 



bly, '^ when Scottish men of rank and fa« 
mily cannot mieet iii the hbiise of a coinmoa 
firi^iid without aii inquisitorial visit and de- 
mand. 6a the part of our riilers; to know 
the subject of biir conference. JVIethinks 
bur ancestors wiere * accustomed to hold 
Highland huntings, or other purposes of 
meeting, without asking the leave either 6i 
tiie great M^Calluih More himself^ or or 
aiiy of his emissaries or '<^ependatiy.'* 

" Th6 times have been siich in Scot- 
land,*' answered one of the Western (ihiefs, 
^ and such they will again bie, when thfc la- 
driiders oh bur ancient possessiohs are again 
f^iiuced to be lairds of Lbchow, Instead 
df overspreading Us like a band of devdur- 
ihg locusts,'^ 

"Am t td understand,' t^^h^ siid Sir 
t!Kifac*ah, *^ that it is against my name albh6 
that these preparations are directed ? or 'are 
a^ pYi\yio be stliTei'e'rs lA common witli the 
p%acfeM "AtA orderly ibhabftsifafs; b^ IScot. 
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«f I wp.i^d ask^*^ Wf 4 ? wilijd-lpoking pl}fpf, 
i^tprting h^tily up^ •? one que?fix)i^ t^p tijp 
Knight of Ardiovohr^ ere he p;rpce^ed3 fiar- 
jther io his daripg catechi«;n«— Hfts he 
bro^ghf; mqre thai} ooe life to th^s caatle> 
jk^i^ hp Vj^ntures to intrude amp^g jo^ for 
t^ pi^pos»9 ofin^ult?^'^ 
. •Spexttlewe^," ^ J\|tontrjQsj?, ^^letrnje- 
imploTje ypur pi^iencie ^ a messenger wba 
coixies ^moQg w fox the purpc^e of em* 
jbjJJWy^ jf&ieptitled to/re^om, of speech, and 
ft jafe copdttcJt.. And siujce Sir Ptmcatt 
jpanftpljeU ig sio pressing, I, care jnot if I in- 
.tprij^ )^imf fpr Jiis gi^ida^qe, that Ijie is in ^ 
^qifblX of , the ^g!s loyaj #iect?^ .cqa- 
^^^ifjy.W?* m ^i? M^esty's;?ame and au- 
\k9f^y,> W^ as £njip9.5irei;e.d i^y b^? ^m^> 
XQjaX.commimop." 

« We are to have^ tU^, J J^^m^" «?W^ 

ita fpijipsi I. Vv? be^p ipo \o^i^ ^ »o]^^ 
,tp view it? ?Pi>roftsb Wtb ap^tjety j b^t ^t 
irpul4 have h^m for;fpy ^f^9^M9^^9!^'^ 
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honour^ if, in this matter, he had consulted 
his own ambition less, and the peace of the 
country more.^' 

*^ Those consulted their own ambition 
and self-interest, Sir Duncan,*^ answered 
Montrose,^ ^* who brought the country to 
the pass in which it now stands, and rep^ 
dered necessary the sharp remedies which 
we are now reluctantly about to use.'' 

^< And what raiik among these 8el£seek« 
ers,** said Sir Duncan Campbett, *^ shalt we 
assign to a noble Earl, so viotendy attached 
to the Covenant, that he was the first, in 
1639, to^cross the Tweed, wading middle 
deep at the head of hiii regiment, to charge 
the royal forces ? It was the same, I thinks 
who imposed the Covenant upon the bur- 
gesses and Colleges of Aberdeen, at the 
pomt of sword and pike." 

^ I understand jour taunt. Sir Duncan,** 
said Montrose, temperately ; << and I can 
only 3dd, that if sincere repentance can 
make amends for youthful error, and for 
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yielding to the artful representation of am- 
'bitious hyjpocrites, I shall be pardoned for 
the crimes with which you taunt me, I 
am here, with my sword in my hand, will- 
ing to spend the best blood of my body to 
make amends for my error, and mortal man 
can do no more." 

; «« Well, my lord,** said Sir Duncan, «• I 
shall be sorry to carry back this language 
- to tbc' Marquis of Argy le. I had it in far- 
ther charge from the Marquis, that, to pre* 
vent the bloody feuds which must neceis- 
^arily follow a Highland war, his lordship 
^^U be contented if terms of truce could be 
arranged to the north of the Highland line, 
as there is ground enough in Scotland to 
fight upon without neighbours destroying 
each other's families and inheritances/' 

<* It is a peaceful proposal," said Mon- 
trose, sniiling, << such as it should be, co- 
ining from one whose actions have always 
been more peaceful than his measures. Yet, 
if the terms of such a truce could be equally 
fixed, and if we can obtain security,-— for 



that. Sir Duncw, is iodispen^rU^-^that 

, your Marquis will observe these terms wi& 

strict fiddity, I, for my part, should be 

. content to leave peace behind i2S| ^wnce we 

must needs carry <war before us. But« Sir 

Duncan, you are top old and exp^ieaced 

a soldier for us to permit you 4o remain in 

. eur leaguer, and witness <nir prpceeditigs ; 

we shall, therefore, when you have irefresh- 

. ejd yourself, recommend your speedy 2*e- 

(urn to Inv^rary, a^d we sbaU send ^i^ 

you a gentleman on our part, to udgfist the 

terms of the Highland anmstioe> in case ibe 

Marquis shall be found tserious ia preiposlng 

such a measure." Sir DiuicaA Campb^ 

assented by a bow. ^ 

<< My Lord of M^teteh," c^ontiimed 
Montrose, <• wiB you have the goodness to 
attend Sir Duncan Campbell^ oef Arden- 
vohr, while we determine who shall retmn ' 
with him to his Chief. M^AulAy will ptt- 
mit us to request that he be entertained' 
with suitable hoBpitality.** - '- 

** I will give orders for that" md Allan 



* 

jolDt sufferers in former days,- ai)4 I (^,j}f>t 

•* My Lord of BC^t^jjii" said Sir^PUiy' 
.^;a^;C;anifibeU, << J^ ^qa gr^ewd to .^^e jgou, 
M yPM.^riy.ag/B.' engaged i.n^ siwfh dcjjBg- 
TRfce wA reli>9Wojjs.cpuE^s." 

«« I Sip jpw9g,» .?ps,wered :Meptejib, 
«yet old enough ,tp Jiftingy^sh bgtj?i9^ 
: right and^Tyrong, I?gt^Yeen,k)y^i^,,qid re^ 
l>fiUipni;.;S^Pd t^^9en(ar a.g09(i:eoi^ae is 
bqgjKJ. «ihe.lopgfr^ijdt^9y^ef|^ ^Yj? I;a 
cliiancA pf rupijing- jiV' 

/'And you too, myfrier|d, ,AJ]^n,M^Ap- 
ie;'." S«4SwPuns*B« ,^ing^«Mi^4 » "must 
. WjB ,9490 c?ll; eadx, p);^er, ejjiffflicjs, th^t have- 
teen so. often dlied ,%gaipstA ft9i?WP9.n fo^ 
T^hen fcurnjlflg rouijd to Jfee i^^ng, .he 

r^?etioi^ 9f ^ ^ftm. 9^ ffl^^ipn^gi)^, pe- 
v/i^afflicUofl. May. i]H^(|«," ^^ .Wd„ 
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iookiDg upwards, ^ judge between oor mo- 
tivesy and those of tbe movers of this civU 
commotion!" 

<< Amen/' said Montrose ; *^ to. that tri- 
bunal we all submit us.'' 

Sir Duncan Campbell left the hall^ acooflor- 
panied by Allan M*Auley. and Lord Men- 
teith, '< There goes a true-bred Campbell," 
said Montrose, as the «hyoy departed, f'for 
they are ever fair and false." 

^^ Bardonme, my lord/' said Evan Dhit j 
" hereditary ^nemy as I am to their name, 
I have ever found the Knight of Arden- 
yohr brave in war, honest in peace, and 
true in council'^ 

*^ Of his own disposition,'^ said Montrose, 
^< such he is undoubtedly ; but he now acts 
as the organ or mouth* piece of his chiel^ 
tiie Marquis, the falsest man that ever drew 
turieath And, M^Aulay," he continued, 
in. a whisper to his host, ^<kst. he. should 
make some impression upon the inexpe- 
rienceof Me»teith/ or the* singular dbpoai- 
tion of your brother, you had better send 
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music into their chamb'er, to prevent his 
inveigling them into any private coafe- 
rehce* 

" The devil a musician have I,*' answer- 
ed M^Aulay, " excepting the piper, who 
has nearly broke his wind by an ambitious 
contention for superiority with three of hk 
own craft ; but I can send Annot Lyle and 
her harp." And he left the apartment to 
give orders accordingly. 
^ Meanwhile a warm discussion took place, 
who should undertake the perilous task of 
returning with Sir Duncan to Inverary. 
To the higher dignitaries^ accustomed to 
consider themselves upon an equality even 
with M^Callum More, this was an office not 
to be proposed ; unto others who could not 
plead the same excuse, it was altogether 
unacceptable. One would have thought 
Inverary had been the VaHey of the Shadow 
6f Death, the inferior chiefs shewed sudh 
reluctance to approach it. After a consi- 
derable hesitation, the plain reason was at 
length spoken out, namely, that whatever 
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diiltoiltefiil to M'C»llHm^M^s9t'l^e wmildte 
mire to treasure the offence in his remem- 
h^Bne^^ aqd ocie day or either to>BulcetUni 
(bitterly fjepeoit of it 

, Intbk diIeiMia» ;Hontro9^t who QowfH^" 

rtd the proposed ^rmistiee as a naere stmUi* 

igem on the part of Aigyle^ Hthm^h he 

.had not vept^t^d bluotly to reji^ct it in 

presence of those whom it c(Hieerned ao 

'nearly, resolved to impose thedai^r and 

•dignity upon Captaiii DalgQtty, vrho bad 

neHb^i? cUn aaor estate In (be Higblai^s 

upoQ which the wrath pf Argyie coi:^d 

wreak itself. 

*^ But I have #i neck thoufh/' laM Dal- 

t ^tty , bluotly ; << and what if be cihoies |o 

. a'venge himself upon that ? I have known 

a ^ae where an lioeouratUe anbaasadpr b«a 

'been hanged as a 'spy be&m now. N^i- 

ther did the B40«mm3s u^e ^^htteadwsanueh 

more mercifully at the siagje'afGapfiJb ^- 
ibougb I .n$A that tH^tym^- out 4iff fihwr 

7 
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hands and .nMes, .|mt out their ey§sfi, and 
Mfihred t&wi.to depart in p^ee.". 

^^ By my hoaour, Captain Dajgetty," ^d 
'Montrme, ** Bhould the Mvqais^ xpntiwrjr 
to the rules of war» dare to praotifie any 
Atrocity agaio9t'yi»i» youinwy dspea^.upofi 
my takoig such'SigD^l vengeapc^ t]»ftt «ll 
Scotland shall ring of it" 

<' That will do but little far<]>a^attj," r^- 
turned thei Captain*; ^* but corr^gio ! as the 
Spaniard says. With, the Land of Promise 
full in view, the Moor of J^xwaihff^Rkut, 
mM^pauperar^inay as we said ^t iHare^hil 
CoUege, I will not refuse your etxc^Uency's 

.commission, being conscious; it bfmow#8« 

• 

cavalier of honour 4o obey his c<wmi]Ander|s 
orders, in defiance <botb of gibbet af&4 
sword." V 

^^xGalJbiflBtly ssesolwdf'' wid ^ MontiWie ; 

T^'and^f yoa willMOfte apact< PHFith me I will 
burnish you with: thaccMMHitioas to'Jbe-laid 
iiefore M^GaUiiflorlf orc, upon whidi iwe^fgre 
'9iiilling. to giant him:aMtcuoe:£ir^.btft.Ei|h- 

land dominions.*^ 



SS6 TALB8 OF m IMmLXmB. 

• 

With these we need not troubfe cm 
readers. They were of an evasive luMiure, 
calculated to meet a prpposat which Moa« 
trose considered to have been made onfy 
ibr the puitpose <rf^ gaining time» Whoi te 
had put Captain Dalgetty in ciHnplete paa- 
sesdon of his instrnctionst and when' that 
Worthy, makii^ his military obeisance, was 
near the door of his apartment Montrose 
made him ia sign to retmn. 

*• I presume,* said he, *• I need not re- 
mind an officer who has served under the 
Great Gustavus, that a Uittle more is requo^ 
red of a person aent wtlh^ a flag of truce 
ihan mere dischai^e of bis 4nstrBCtioos, 
and that his general will* expect from him 
en his return some account of the stole of 
the enemies affairs, as far' as they coacie 
under his observation. In short. Captain 
Dalgetiyi you mqst be wtpeu dMr->Myai»fe'' 
' '^ Ah ha ! your E^Lcelleney,'^ said the 
Ca|itain, tw»3ting his hard features into an ^ 
4tiiffii«8dUe«»ptesdon of cunrang ttid intel-. 
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li^nee^ ^ if they do not put my head \n a 
poke, which I ba^ known ^actiaed upon 
hoDourafale sddados who have been sink 
^pected to come upon such errands as the 
preittnt) your £xG6llepey may rely on a pre- 
;eMse narration of whatever Dugald DaL- 
getty shall hear or see, were it even how 
many turns of tune there are in M'Callum 
Morels pibroch, or bow many checks in 
the sett of his plaid and trews.^ > 

^'Enough/' answered Montrose; ^^ lare- 
well, Captain Dalgetty, and as they say that 
a Jad/s mind is always expressed in her 
postscript, so i would have you thifik that 
the most important part of your commission 
lies in what I have last said to you/' 

Dalgetty once more grinned intelligence, 
and withdrew to victual his charger and 
himsdU^i for ' the fatigues of his approach* 
: *ing tnissien. > . _ . : . . ^ . 
.. At'tke door of the stable, for €kistavus 
alwaynk claimed bis first caie, he met Angus 
JM^Aulay and :>Sir. Mil^ j|fit%rave, who 
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i^iog Rn apimAl of «4(((h v^lije wftit: ^a; 

Yel ffito Ani9flMhifi$y a<k^ (i)e,f|j^^li^j»llts 
or bathies wI}«rethe>n!P«iy t)&ao)}d«9liie^.to 

t^ piAcur^tl £b^rbis bifi)^ ^mtewifaLe .could 
eAt the 9^uiofft pi^^ldr^athej. Jn ^bort^be 
prpAai»iic^ it fiMQluiS^ ioipcmfble.tb^t, 

animid icauld he in ajiy cMei foiimUUay-mf* 
vke. The £Q^i^»»M^ atrongly^ pottfrm*^ 
.ed tU that ADgos: bad said* vand.gave.him- 
ijd£ body aod wuL to the dfiviUiiUlip thoM^t 
it was not an act little i^orjii of>ati9|^iite 
i0iitiidtir toicaity ja Jbftrae woelh*ja.j£ySiliii^ 
.iot<l^.auflb'A WMte^and^salioafiiUbledesBrt. 
CapAitta prigetfy &r an .imtant laoltied 



fite»4il^, Jna at one of tim .geatleCTep ud 
next at the other, and then aakf d tbeni, m 
if in a dtal;e ^f indeciMOO* wha^ tliey wo)4d 
ad vita him to do with GiMt»yua urKtejc vfiqjii 
circuqiatancea^ 

<« By the hand o£ my £ither». Piy dear 
friendt'* answered M* Aulajr, << if ypt) \tt^^ 
the beast in my Jceeping, yottmay rely 9f^ 
ihla being, fed fgoid sorted Acoordipg to his 
worth and qnaUty^ 4nd that upop yoiv 
happy retucn» you will iSnd hioijuitSleek 9f 
an onion boilqd in butter*" ' 

•' Qr/' sMd .Sir Miles MiWgWVe, "^^ if 
this worthy cavalier ichnse» tppart wit^ hia 
chacg^r for a xeasonable ^m» I.haF^,fome 
^lart of the silver can^lestiq^s .st|iU d^tncing 
the hj^ys in mjr purse^ w^bicl^ I stiali Ije v^ 
wiUingtp translferAfl hii." 

^< In bcieiC mipe hoQpur^lp- icieQ^^r 
aaid Cf^i^tain Da^ettjf -again c^eir^ tbfyvi 
both with an air of comic^ penetratipoji /'I 
find it would not be altogetl^!^ 9^^J^ 
able to^ithier of yo« to l)a^ sqa^jjtoj^en to 
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remember the old soldier by, ht case it shall 
'please M'Callum More to hang bim up at 
the gate of his own castle. And doubtless 
it would be no small satisfaction to me, in 
such an event, that a noble and loyal cava- 
valier like Sir Miles Musgrave» or a worthy 
and hospitable chieftain like our exceltenk 
^andlord^ should act as my executor.'* 

Both hastened to protest that they had 
no such object, and insisted again upon the 
impassable character of the Highland paths. 
'Angus M^Aulay mumbled over a number 
of "bard Gaelic names, descriptive of the di£> 
iicult passes, precipices, carries, and beals^ 
through which he said the road lay to In- 
verary, when old Donald, who had now 
entered, sanctioned his niaster's account of 
these diflSculties, * by holding up his haiids, 
and elevating his eyes> and shaking' his 
fa^d at every guttural ^hich M'Aulay pro- 
nounced. But all this did not move the in- 
flexible Captain, 

" My worthy friends,'* said he, ^ Gusta- 
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vus is not new to the dangers of travellingt 
and the mountains of Bohemia, (no dispa- 
ragement to the beals and corries Mr An- 
gus is |>leased to mention, and of which 
Sir Miles, who never saw them, CQnflrms 
tiie horrors,) these mountafais may compete 
with the vilest roads in Europe. In fact, 
my horse hath a most excellent ajud socisd 
quaUty, for although he cannot pledge me 
in my cup, yet we share our loaf between 
us, and it will be hji^d if he suffers famine 
where cakes or bannocks are to be found* 
And, to cut this ms^tter shorty I beseech 
you, my good friends,^ to observe the state 
of Sir Duncan Campbell's palfrey, which 
stands in that stall before us, fat and fair'; 
land, in return for your anx;iety on my a<;- 
count, I give you my honest asseveration, 
that while we travel the same road, both 
thft|)atfrey and his rider shall lack food 
before either Gustavus or I." 

Having said this, he filled a large mea- 
sure with corn, and walked up 'with it to 
charger, who, by his low whinnying 
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neigh, his pricked earjs, w^ hi? j?^Jyi|?g» 
shewed bow clp?© Ih^ ,alJi^«C9 Wft^ t^wijct 
hijn a»d liis rider. KiOV did hfi i»»tp bif coro 
until he had returned his mftster'i cafesic^ 
by licking hii. hands ena^ faOiCis A£tef this 
ipterchangeof ^e9tip|f, the 9^ed \f9g}^V^p 
his provefidef.wijii (in ,e|jj|5tr 4i|j}^tg.b^ which 
jshewed old military h^bit? i. 9n^ the jpoumbe^* 
afler Ipokii^ on the animal witb ^ei^t com- 
placency for about ^v.e mj^tiutps, a^^i-^ 
" Much good may it dp yqur h.oueat b^e^tt 
Gust»vu^ J— 9pw ^u^s| } gQ j^iid/?y i» ppo- 
vant myself for the campaigp." . 

He then depart^ed^ halving first s^aluted 
the Englishman and Angfis M^Aulayi who 
remained looking at e^ch othigr for sQm,e 
time in silence^ and then b^r^t.out into> 
fit of laughter. 

" That fellow,** ss^id Sir Jlile.s.Musgravc^. 
« is formed to go througlj the w.orld/* 

** I shall thipk so too/ md M'A^^r 
^ if he can slip through M'X^allHW il^pre's 
fingers as e^ly a» be has ^cine through 
ours*** 
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«« Do you think," said the Englishman, 
^< thatthe Marquis wiU not respect, in Cap* 
tain Dalgetty's person, the laws of civilized 
war?' 

^ No more than I would respect a Low. 
land proclamation/' said Angus M'Aulay. 
'^ But come along, it is time I were return* 
ing to my guests.'* 
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